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69.25.065. Egg handler's or dealer's license--Renewal applications--Commercial egg layer
operation requirements—Proof

(1) All new and renewal applications submitted under RCW 69.25.050 before January 1,
2024, must include proof that all eggs and egg products provided in intrastate commerce
by the applicant are produced by commercial egg layer operations:

(a) With a current certification under the 2010 version of the united egg
producers animal husbandry guidelines for United States egg laying flocks for
conventional cage systems or cage-free housing systems or a subsequent
version of the guidelines recognized by the department in rule; or

(b) Operated in strict compliance with any standards, adopted by the department
in rule, that are equivalent to or more stringent than the standards identified in (a)
of this subsection.

(2) All new and renewal applications submitted under RCW 69.25.050 before January 1,
2017, must, in addition to complying with subsection (1) of this section, include proof that
all eggs and egg products provided in intrastate commerce by the applicant are
produced by commercial egg layer operations whose housing facilities, if built between
January 1, 2012, and December 31, 2016, are either:

(a) Approved under, or convertible to, the American humane association facility
system plan for enriched colony housing in effect on January 1, 2011, or a
subsequent version of the plan recognized by the department in rule and, in
addition, are convertible to the standards identified in RCW 69.25.107; or

(b) Operated in strict compliance with any standards, adopted by the department
in rule, that are equivalent to or more stringent than the standards identified in (a)
of this subsection.

(3) All new and renewal applications submitted under RCW 69.25.050 between January
1, 2017, and December 31, 2023, must, in addition to complying with subsection (1) of
this section, include proof that all eggs and egg products provided in intrastate
commerce by the applicant are produced by commercial egg layer operations whose
housing facilities, if built on or after January 1, 2012, are either:

(a) Approved under the American humane association facility system plan and
audit protocol for enriched colony housing in effect on January 1, 2011, or a
subsequent version of the plan recognized by the department in rule and, in

addition, are operated to the standards identified in RCW 69.25.107; or ( ' \
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(b) Operated in strict compliance with any standards, adopted by the department
in rule, that are equivalent to or more stringent than the standards identified in (a)
of this subsection.

(4) All new and renewal applications submitted under RCW 69.25.050 on or after
January 1, 2024, must include proof that all eggs and egg products provided in intrastate
commerce by the applicant are produced by commercial egg layer operations that are
either:

(a) Housing egg-laying hens with at a minimum the amount of usable floor space
per hen required by the 2017 edition of the united egg producers' Animal
Husbandry Guidelines for United States Egg-Laying Flocks: Guidelines for Cage-
Free Housing, or a subsequent version of the plan recognized by the department
in rule as providing equal or more usable floor space per egg-laying hen and, in
addition, are operated to the standards identified in RCW 69.25.107; or

(b) Operated in strict compliance with any standards, adopted by the department
in rule, that are equivalent to or more stringent than the standards identified in (a)
of this subsection.

(5) The following are exempt from the requirements of subsections (2) and (3) of this
section:

(a) Applicants with fewer than three thousand laying chickens; and

(b) Commercial egg layer operations when producing eggs or egg products from
turkeys, ducks, geese, guineas, or other species of fowl other than domestic
chickens.

69.25.065. Egg handler's or dealer's license--Renewal applications--Commercial egg layer
operation requirements--Proof

(1) All new and renewal applications submitted under RCW 69.25.050 before January 1,
2024, must include proof that all eggs and egg products provided in intrastate commerce
by the applicant are produced by commercial egg layer operations:

(a) With a current certification under the 2010 version of the united egg
producers animal husbandry guidelines for United States egg laying flocks for
conventional cage systems or cage-free housing systems or a subsequent
version of the guidelines recognized by the department in rule; or

(b) Operated in strict compliance with any standards, adopted by the department
in rule, that are equivalent to or more stringent than the standards identified in (a)
of this subsection.

(2) All new and renewal applications submitted under RCW 69.25.050 before January 1,
2017, must, in addition to complying with subsection (1) of this section, include proof that
all eggs and egg products provided in intrastate commerce by the applicant are
produced by commercial egg layer operations whose housing facilities, if built between
January 1, 2012, and December 31, 2016, are either:

(a) Approved under, or convertible to, the American humane association .

facility system plan for enriched colony housing in effect on January 1, ( \
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2011, or a subsequent version of the plan recognized by the department in rule and, in addition,
are convertible to the standards identified in RCW 69.25.107; or

(b) Operated in strict compliance with any standards, adopted by the department in rule, that are
equivalent to or more stringent than the standards identified in (a) of this subsection.

(3) All new and renewal applications submitted under RCW 69.25.050 between January 1,
2017, and December 31, 2023, must, in addition to complying with subsection (1) of this section,
include proof that all eggs and egg products provided in intrastate commerce by the applicant
are produced by commercial egg layer operations whose housing facilities, if built on or after
January 1, 2012, are either:

(a) Approved under the American humane association facility system plan and audit protocol for
enriched colony housing in effect on January 1, 2011, or a subsequent version of the plan
recognized by the department in rule and, in addition, are operated to the standards identified

in RCW 69.25.107; or

(b) Operated in strict compliance with any standards, adopted by the department in rule, that are
equivalent to or more stringent than the standards identified in (a) of this subsection.

(4) All new and renewal applications submitted under RCW 69.25.050 on or after January 1,
2024, must include proof that all eggs and egg products provided in intrastate commerce by the
applicant are produced by commercial egg layer operations that are either:

(a) Housing egg-laying hens with at a minimum the amount of usable floor space per hen
required by the 2017 edition of the united egg producers' Animal Husbandry Guidelines for
United States Egg-Laying Flocks: Guidelines for Cage-Free Housing, or a subsequent version
of the plan recognized by the department in rule as providing equal or more usable floor space
per egg-laying hen and, in addition, are operated to the standards identified in RCW 69.25.107;
or

(b) Operated in strict compliance with any standards, adopted by the department in rule, that are
equivalent to or more stringent than the standards identified in (a) of this subsection.

(5) The following are exempt from the requirements of subsections (2) and (3) of this section:
(a) Applicants with fewer than three thousand laying chickens; and

(b) Commercial egg layer operations when producing eggs or egg products from turkeys, ducks,
geese, guineas, or other species of fowl other than domestic chickens.

69.25.107. Commercial egg layer operations--Requirements

(1) Al commercial egg layer operations required under RCW 69.25.065 to meet the American
humane association facility system plan, or an equivalent to the plan, must also ensure that all
hens in the operation are provided with:

(a) No less than one hundred sixteen and three-tenths square inches of space per hen; and
(b) Access to areas for nesting, scratching, and perching.

(2) All commercial egg layer operations required under RCW 69.25.065 to house egg- (
laying hens with at a minimum the amount of usable floor space per hen required by the ( \
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2017 edition of the united egg producers' Animal Husbandry Guidelines for
United States Egg-Laying Flocks: Guidelines for Cage-Free Housing, or a
subsequent version of the plan recognized by the department in rule as providing
equal or more useable floor space per egg-laying hen, must ensure that the hens
are housed in a cage-free housing system.

(3) Subsection (2) of this section does not apply:
(a) During medical research;

(b) During examination, testing, individual treatment, or operation for veterinary
purposes;

(c) During transportation, or depopulation operations for periods of no more than
seven days in any eighteen-month period;

(d) During rodeo exhibitions, state or county fair exhibitions, 4-H programs, and
similar exhibitions;

(e) During the slaughter of an egg-laying hen in accordance with applicable laws
and regulations; or

(f) During temporary periods for animal husbandry purposes of no more than six
hours in any twenty-four-hour period, and no more than twenty-four hours in any
thirty-day period.

(4) The requirements of this section apply for any commercial egg layer operation on the
same dates that RCW 69.25.065 requires compliance with the American humane
association facility system plan or an equivalent to the plan, or requires housing egg-
laying hens with at a minimum the amount of usable floor space per hen required by the
united egg producers' Animal Husbandry Guidelines for United States Egg-Laying
Flocks: Guidelines for Cage-Free Housing or an equivalent to the guidelines.

69.25.110. Prohibited acts and practices

(1) No person shall buy, sell, or transport, or offer to buy or sell, or offer or receive for
transportation, in any business in intrastate commerce any restricted eggs, capable of
use as human food, except as authorized by regulations of the director under such
conditions as he or she may prescribe to assure that only eggs fit for human food are
used for such purpose.

(2) No egg handler shall possess with intent to use, or use, any restricted eggs in the
preparation of human food for intrastate commerce except that such eggs may be so
possessed and used when authorized by regulations of the director under such
conditions as he or she may prescribe to assure that only eggs fit for human food are
used for such purpose.

(3) No person shall process any egg products for intrastate commerce at any plant
except in compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

(4) No person shall buy, sell, or transport, or offer to buy or sell, or offer or receive for
transportation, in intrastate commerce any egg or egg product that was not

produced in compliance with the standards required by RCW 69.25.065 and (
69.25.107. This prohibition shall not apply to any sale undertaken at an official (
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plant at which mandatory inspection is maintained under the federal egg products
inspection act, 21 U.S.C. Sec. 1031 et seq. For the purposes of this subsection, a sale is
deemed to occur at the location where the buyer takes physical possession of an item.

(5) No person shall buy, sell, or transport, or offer to buy or sell, or offer or receive for
transportation, in intrastate commerce any egg products required to be inspected under
this chapter unless they have been so inspected and are labeled and packaged in
accordance with the requirements of RCW 69.25.100.

(6) No operator of any official plant shall allow any egg products to be moved from such
plant if they are adulterated or misbranded and capable of use as human food.

(7) No person shall:

(a) Manufacture, cast, print, lithograph, or otherwise make any device containing
any official mark or simulation thereof, or any label bearing any such mark or
simulation, or any form of official certificate or simulation thereof, except as
authorized by the director;

(b) Forge or alter any official device, mark, or certificate;

(c) Without authorization from the director, use any official device, mark, or
certificate, or simulation thereof, or detach, deface, or destroy any official device
or mark; or use any labeling or container ordered to be withheld from use under
RCW 69.25.100 after final judicial affirmance of such order or expiration of the
time for appeal if no appeal is taken under said section;

(d) Contrary to the regulations prescribed by the director, fail to use, or to detach,
deface, or destroy any official device, mark, or certificate;

(e) Knowingly possess, without promptly notifying the director or his or her
representative, any official device or any counterfeit, simulated, forged, or
improperly altered official certificate or any device or label, or any eggs or egg
products bearing any counterfeit, simulated, forged, or improperly altered official
mark;

(f) Knowingly make any false statement in any shipper's certificate or other
nonofficial or official certificate provided for in the regulations prescribed by the
director;

(g9) Knowingly represent that any article has been inspected or exempted, under
this chapter when in fact it has not been so inspected or exempted; and

(h) Refuse access, at any reasonable time, to any representative of the director,
to any plant or other place of business subject to inspection under any provisions
of this chapter.

(8) No person, while an official or employee of the state or local governmental agency, or
thereafter, shall use to his or her own advantage, or reveal other than to the authorized
representatives of the United States government or the state in their official capacity, or
as ordered by a court in a judicial proceeding, any information acquired under the
authority of this chapter concerning any matter which the originator or relator of

such information claims to be entitled to protection as a trade secret. ( \
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