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Wis. Stat. § 93.06. Department powers. 

The department may: 

 (1) INFORMATION. Obtain and furnish: 

  (a) Information relating to prices, profits and costs involved in the  
  production or distribution of products and to the supply, demand, sales,  
  purchases, deliveries, receipts, offers, acceptances, storage and   
  commercial movement of products and to any other factors affecting the 
  market value of products or market conditions. 

  (b) Information regarding the sources of supply of products necessary  
  for the people of the state and the location of markets for Wisconsin  
  products. 

  (c) Information relating to economy and efficiency in the distribution of  
  products. 

  (d) Information relating to the selection of proper shipping routes, 
  adoption of advisable shipping methods, avoidance of delays  
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  incident to transportation and to other distribution problems connected  
  with transportation. 

  (e) Lists of persons engaged in the production or distribution of   
  products. 

  (f) Information regarding products and situations that are the subject of  
  laws under its supervision. 

 (1d) FEES. Charge a fee to a person requesting information published under sub. 
 (1), but the fee may not exceed the department's cost of publishing the 
 requested information. 

 (1f) ANIMAL HEALTH INSPECTION AND TESTING. Perform animal health 
 inspections and tests and examine animal health documentation at the state 
 fair, the world dairy expo, the world beef expo, the midwest horse fair, and 
 other livestock exhibitions held in this state and attended by participants from 
 outside of this state, as specified by the department by rule. The department 
 may charge a fee to the sponsor of the exhibition to cover the reasonable costs 
 of the department's inspection and testing services whether or not the sponsor 
 requests the services. This subsection does not apply to county fairs or other 
 local livestock exhibitions. 

 (1g) CERTIFICATES OF VETERINARY INSPECTION. Furnish, to veterinarians in 
 this state, forms to be used by them in issuing certificates of veterinary 
 inspection. The department may charge a $2 fee for each form unless the 
 department specifies a different fee by rule. 

 (1h) ANIMAL HEALTH SUPPLIES. Sell, at not more than its cost, animal 
 identification tags to persons who are required or authorized to use those 
 identification tags. 

 (1m) SERVICE INSPECTIONS OF FARM PRODUCTS. Upon request or for grading 
 or certification purposes, inspect animals, plants, farm products, food products 
 and agricultural commodities, as defined in s. 96.01 (3). Inspection may include 
 examination, diagnosis, sample collection and analysis, weighing and testing 
 and the supervision of any of those activities. Facilities, equipment, vehicles 
 and vessels used in the production, processing, storage or distribution of the 
 animals, plants, farm products, food products or agricultural commodities may 
 be inspected. Inspection and certification may be performed in cooperation 
 with any federal agency. To enable any such inspection and certification 
 service, the department may charge uniform fees and may bring an action to 
 recover the fees, including reasonable costs of collection. 

 (1n) ELECTRONIC PROCESSING. 
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  (a) Accept and process by electronic means applications and payments  
  for licenses, permits, registrations and certificates that are issued by the  
  department. 

  (b) Accept and process by electronic means requests and payments for  
  goods  and services that the department is authorized to provide. 

  (c) Promulgate rules specifying fees to cover the department's electronic 
  processing costs under pars. (a) and (b). The fees under this paragraph  
  are in addition to any other fees required to be paid to the department. 

 (1p) SERVICE TESTING RELATED TO DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS. Provide 
 inspection services, diagnostic services and analytical or testing services upon 
 request if the requested service is related to an authorized department program 
 and serves program objectives. The department may charge a fee to cover its 
 cost to provide the requested services. 

 (1pm) TESTING OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. The department may perform, or 
 contract for the performance of, testing of petroleum products other than 
 testing provided under ch. 168. The department may establish a schedule of fees 
 for such petroleum product testing services. The department shall credit all 
 revenues received from fees established under this subsection to the 
 appropriation account under s. 20.115 (1) (gc). Revenues from fees established 
 under this subsection may be used by the department to pay for testing costs, 
 including laboratory supplies and equipment amortization, for such products. 

 (1q) AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT SERVICES. Provide agricultural 
 development services upon request and charge a fee for those services, but the 
 fee may not exceed the department's cost of providing those services. 

 (1qm) LOANS AND GRANTS FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND DAIRY EXPORTS  
 PROMOTION. Make loans, and charge interest and origination fees and take 
 security for those loans, as required to receive federal funding for the 
 development of rural business enterprises or for rural economic development 
 and provide grants for the purpose of promoting dairy exports. 

 (1r) TEST, TIME OR SEAL PASTEURIZERS. Upon request of a dairy plant 
 operator or an applicant for a dairy plant license, test, time or seal pasteurizers. 
 The department may charge a fee to cover its cost for the testing, timing or 
 sealing service, regardless of whether the testing, timing or sealing is required 
 by law. 

 (1s) STANDARD SAMPLES. Provide standard samples representing product or 
 commodity grades and charge a fee for the samples, but the fee may not 
 exceed the department's cost of providing those services. 
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 (1w) REVIEW OF DAIRY OR FOOD PROCESSING EQUIPMENT AND PLANS. Upon 
 request, review dairy or food processing equipment before its installation at, or 
 review plans for the construction of, a dairy plant, as defined in s. 97.20 (1) (a), 
 a dairy farm, as defined in s. 97.22 (1) (a), a food warehouse, as defined in s. 
 97.27 (1) (b), a food processing plant, as defined in s. 97.29 (1) (h), a retail food 
 establishment, as defined in s. 97.30 (1) (c), or an establishment, as defined in s. 
 97.42 (1) (d). The department may charge a fee to cover its cost for providing 
 such review service, regardless of whether the review is required by law. 

 (1z) INTEREST ON OVERDUE SERVICE FEES. Establish an interest rate for, and 
 charge interest on, an overdue payment for fees for any service rendered under 
 sub. (1m), (1p), (1r) or (1w). The department may charge interest on an overdue 
 payment beginning on the day after the payment due date that is stated on the 
 fee invoice sent to a recipient of such service. The department shall state the 
 interest rate charged for an overdue payment on the fee invoice, and may 
 charge the recipient of the service not more than that rate on an overdue 
 payment. An interest rate established under this subsection may not exceed the 
 amount of the interest rate under s. 814.04 (4). 

 (2) STATEMENTS. Prescribe a form of statement to be used at each regular 
 payment date by every cheese factory, butter factory, condensary or milk 
 receiving plant to any person from whom milk is purchased or received on a 
 butterfat or cheese basis. 

 (3) FOOD OR FUEL SCARCITY. With the consent of the governor, after public 
 hearing, issue general or special orders to avert, relieve or terminate a scarcity 
 of food products or fuel in this state. 

 (4) LAW ENFORCEMENT. At the request of the attorney general or of any 
 district attorney, assist in the enforcement of any of the following statutes 
 relating to trade: ss. 133.03 to 133.07, 133.10, 133.12 to 133.15, 133.17, 134.01, 
 185.94, 193.105, 784.04 and 939.31. 

 (5) PUBLIC MARKETS; COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS. 

  (a) Give assistance in the organization, operation or reorganization of  
  such public markets as are authorized by law, and of cooperative   
  associations and unincorporated cooperative associations. 

  (b) By general order, prescribe uniform systems of accounting for public  
  markets or cooperative associations and unincorporated cooperative  
  associations, and may, by general or special order, require any such  
  market or association to render report, in form indicated by the   
  department, to show the nature and volume of business,   
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  resources, liabilities, profits, losses and any other facts bearing upon the  
  financial condition of the market or association. 

 (6) COOPERATIVES. 

  (a) By general or special order, require any cooperative association or  
  unincorporated cooperative association doing business in this state to  
  file with the department a verified copy of its bylaws and of any exclusive 
  contract of sale or agency between the association and its members or  
  patrons. 

  (b) Investigate the management of any cooperative association or   
  unincorporated cooperative association doing business in this state, and  
  make the facts relating to the management of the association available  
  to the members of the association, when a request for a management  
  investigation has been filed with the department, signed by all of the  
  directors or by at least 20 percent of the members of associations of less  
  than 500 members or by at least 100 members of associations of 500 or  
  more members. The department shall fix and collect a fee for   
  investigations under this paragraph, which shall be the actual cost of the  
  investigation. 

  (c) By general or special order, require any cooperative association or  
  unincorporated cooperative association doing business in this state or in  
  the process of organization to file with the department a report of its  
  promotion expenses. 

  (d) Set aside a portion of its funds as a cooperative educational fund. The  
  money so set aside shall be used to acquaint producers and consumers  
  with the advantages to the general public of cooperative handling of  
  farm and dairy products and for instruction and research to increase the  
  efficiency of cooperative marketing associations. 

 (7) DENY, SUSPEND OR REVOKE LICENSES. Deny, suspend or revoke any 
 permit, certificate, registration or license if the applicant therefor or holder 
 thereof is not fit, qualified or equipped or has violated or failed to obey any 
 applicable law, order or regulation, or has misrepresented or intentionally 
 failed to disclose a material fact in making the application. In determining 
 whether any person is fit, qualified or equipped, the department shall consider, 
 among other things, character and conduct, including past compliance or 
 noncompliance with law. The department may follow the procedure provided 
 for special orders in s. 93.18, or the applicant or permit holder, certificate 
 holder, registrant or licensee may, within 10 days after notice of denial, 
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 suspension or revocation, demand such procedure. Rehearing and judicial 
 review shall be as provided in ch. 227. 

 (8) PRESCRIBE CONDITIONS OF LICENSES. Except as provided in s. 93.135, 
 issue any permit, certificate, registration or license on a temporary or 
 conditional basis, contingent upon pertinent circumstances or acts. If the 
 temporary or conditional permit, certificate, registration or license is 
 conditioned upon compliance with chs. 93 to 100, ch. 126, a rule promulgated by 
 the department or a regulation adopted under s. 97.41 (7) within a specified 
 period of time and the condition is not met within the specified period, the 
 permit, certificate, registration or license shall be void. 

 (9) INVESTIGATIONS. Collect, report and illustrate the results of investigations. 

 (10) WARNING NOTICES. Dispose of minor violations of the laws under its 
 supervision without prosecution by issuing written notice or warning whenever 
 it appears that the public interest will be adequately protected. 

 (10m) FARMLAND PRESERVATION COLLECTIONS. Enter into contracts to 
 collect amounts owed to the state under ch. 91, 2007 stats., as the result of the 
 relinquishment of, or the release of land from, a farmland preservation 
 agreement or as the result of the rezoning of land zoned for exclusive 
 agricultural use. 

 (11) INTERAGENCY COOPERATION. 

  (a) Cooperate with, and enter into agreements with, political   
  subdivisions of this state or any department or agency of this state, other 
  states, or of the United States for the purpose of carrying out its   
  functions, and securing uniformity of regulations. Agreements may  
  authorize the agents and employees of such agencies to enforce the laws  
  and regulations administered by this department. When so engaged,  
  agents and employees of cooperating agencies shall have the same  
  powers as employees of the department and shall act under the direction  
  and control of the department. 

  (b) Enter into cooperative agreements with other governmental   
  departments and agencies of this state and the United States which  
  authorize employees of the department to enforce the laws and   
  regulations administered by such agencies which are directly related to  
  the laws and regulations of this state administered by the department.  
  Every such agreement may provide for reimbursement to this state for  
  the cost of such enforcement activity. 
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 (13) PLANT PROTECTION AGREEMENTS. Enter into cooperative agreements 
 with corporations, associations, foundations and individuals to carry out plant 
 protection activities under ch. 94. 

 (14) COOPERATION AND COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENTS. Promote cooperation 
 and formal collaborative agreements among any of the following with regard to 
 enforcement of the laws and regulations administered by the department, 
 planning, priority setting, information and data sharing, reporting, resource 
 allocation, funding, service delivery, and jurisdiction: 

  (a) This state. 

  (b) Local health departments. 

  (c) Federally recognized American Indian tribes or bands located in this  
  state. 

  (d) The federal Indian health service. 

 (16) FARMER MENTAL HEALTH ASSISTANCE. Provide mental health assistance 
 to farmers and farm families. 

Wis. Stat. § 95.11. Livestock branding. 

 (1) DEFINITIONS. As used in this section: 

  (a) "Brand" means an identification mark which is burned, tattooed or  
  otherwise permanently marked onto livestock in accordance with   
  department rules. A brand shall consist of a symbol, letter, or   
  combinations of symbols, letters or numbers in a specific location but  
  does not include ear notches or similar disfigurement, a mark which is  
  solely a numeral or a mark required by law for official identification in  
  disease control programs. 

  (b) "Livestock" means cattle and horses. 

 (2) ADOPTION AND USE. Any person may adopt an exclusive brand by recording 
 such brand under sub. (3). 

 (3) RECORDING; FEES. 

  (a) Any person desiring to adopt any brand, not the recorded brand of  
  another person, shall forward to the department a facsimile of the  
  desired brand, together with a written application and a recording fee.  
  Upon receipt the department shall record the brand, unless the brand is  
  of record as that of some other person or conflicts with the recorded  
  brand of any person. If the brand does not qualify for recording, or 
  there is a conflict between applications received on the same date,  
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  the facsimile and fee shall be returned to the applicant. If the brand is  
  accepted, the ownership thereof shall vest from the date of filing. 

  (b) In 1984 and every 10th year thereafter, every owner of a brand shall  
  rerecord the brand according to department rules. At the expiration of  
  each recording period the department shall notify every owner of a brand 
  at the owner's address of record that the brand has not been rerecorded  
  and that the brand must be rerecorded within 90 days. Failure to   
  rerecord the brand is an abandonment of the brand, and it can be   
  recorded by another applicant thereafter. 

  (c) Any recorded brand is subject to transfer as personal property.   
  Instruments evidencing transfer of a brand shall be recorded by the  
  department upon payment of a transfer fee. 

  (d) The fee for initial recording is $20, and for rerecording and transfer  
  is $10. When any brand is recorded, the owner is entitled to one certified  
  copy of the recorded brand. Additional certified copies may be obtained  
  upon the payment of $2 for each copy. 

 (4) SUIT BY OWNER. An owner of a recorded brand may sue for injunctive relief 
 and damages arising from an unauthorized use of the owner's brand on 
 livestock and a judgment in the owner's favor may include costs and reasonable 
 attorney fees. 

Wis. Stat. § 95.185. Voluntary individual animal identification. 

 (1) DEFINITION. In this section, "RFID tag" means a radio frequency 
 identification tag, regardless of whether it uses low or high frequency 
 technology. 

 (2) VOLUNTARY INDIVIDUAL ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION. The department shall 
 create and administer a voluntary program under which a person who has 
 obtained a livestock premises registration under s. 95.51 may obtain RFID tags 
 for individual bovine animals, goats, sheep, swine, or farm-raised deer. An 
 RFID tag must include a 15-digit individual animal identification number that 
 is connected to the livestock premises identification code for the animal's 
 premises of origin. As part of the program under this section, the department 
 shall maintain on its Internet site a link to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
 list of authorized manufacturers of animal identification number devices. The 
 department may contract with an agent to collect and maintain individual 
 animal identification records, which may include submitting the information to 
 an existing state or federal database. Individual animal identification records 
 held by the department or by an agent with whom the department has 
 contracted are not subject to copying or inspection under s. 19.35(1) and, 
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 unless an exemption provided under s. 95.51(5) (b) or (c) applies, the 
 department or the agent may not disclose such records. The department may 
 promulgate rules to implement this section. The department may amend any 
 rules promulgated under this section as necessary to adapt to future advances 
 in animal identification technology, including to substitute RFID tags with 
 another technology if RFID technology becomes obsolete. 

Wis. Stat. § 95.38. Altering records; tampering with ear tags. 

 (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to in any manner change any test record, 
 falsely record any test, misrepresent the identification of any animal or any 
 other material fact on any test record, certificate of veterinary inspection, 
 vaccination record, claim for indemnity, or any disease control report or 
 application to the department. It shall be unlawful for any person to induce or 
 to conspire with another, either directly or indirectly, to do any of the said 
 prohibited acts. 

 (2) No person is permitted to in any way tamper with, insert or remove from 
 the ear of any animal any ear tag or registration mark which is or may be used 
 for identification in disease control work except upon authorization from the 
 department. 

 (3) The department may adopt rules that are necessary to administer this 
 section. 

Wis. Stat. § 95.41. Tuberculin; ear tags. 

 (1) The department shall furnish and distribute tuberculin and circulars 
 containing the rules and regulations for applying the tuberculin test upon 
 application to all persons authorized to make such test. 

 (2) The department shall provide ear tags to be used for identifying cattle and 
 farm-raised deer tested for purposes of disease control, and shall distribute the 
 tags to persons authorized by the department to identify cattle and farm-raised 
 deer. 

Wis. Stat. § 95.51. Livestock premises registration. 

 (1) DEFINITION. In this section, "livestock" means bovine animals, equine 
 animals, goats, poultry, sheep, swine, farm-raised deer, and any other kind of 
 animal that the department identifies by rule for the purposes of this section. 

 (2) REGISTRATION. 
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  (a) Except as provided under sub. (3m), no person may do any of the  
  following at a location in this state unless that person registers that  
  location with the department: 

   1. Keep any bovine animals, equine animals, goats, sheep, swine,  
   poultry, or farm-raised deer. 

   2. Keep any other kind of livestock that the department identifies  
   by rule. 

  (b) A person shall register under par. (a) on a form provided by the  
  department and shall provide all of the following information: 

   1. The registrant's legal name and any trade names under which  
   the registrant keeps livestock in this state. 

   2. The registrant's business address. 

   3. The address of each location at which the registrant keeps  
   livestock in this state. 

   4. The type of livestock kept at each location under subd. 3. and  
   the type of livestock operation, using standards and guidelines  
   from the national animal identification plan developed by the  
   animal and plant health inspection service of the federal   
   department of agriculture, to the extent practicable. 

 (3) COORDINATION. A person to whom sub. (2) applies may comply with sub. 
 (2) as part of the registration process under s. 95.55 or 95.68 or the licensing 
 process under s. 97.22. 

 (3m) EXEMPTIONS. The department may promulgate rules specifying 
 exemptions from sub. (2), including exemptions based on the number or type 
 of livestock kept by a person or on the type of locations where a person keeps 
 livestock. 

 (4) PREMISES CODE. 

  (a) The department shall assign a unique identification code to each  
  location registered under sub. (2) (a). The department shall use a   
  uniform system to assign codes that is reasonably designed to facilitate  
  animal health and disease control, interstate consistency, and interstate  
  commerce. The department shall use a system that complies with any  
  applicable standards established by the animal and plant health   
  inspection service of the federal department of agriculture. The   
  department shall use premises codes that are federally allocated  
  for premises in this state. 
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  (b) The department shall establish and maintain an electronic data base  
  related to livestock premises in this state. The department shall include  
  in the data base the premises code assigned to each location under par.  
  (a) and the registration information under this section that is associated  
  with that premises code. The department may include in the data base  
  global positioning system coordinates and other information that the  
  department considers appropriate. 

 (5) CONFIDENTIALITY. 

  (a) Information that a person is required to provide to the department  
  under sub. (2) and information that a person is required to provide to the 
  department to request an exemption under sub. (3m) is not subject to  
  public inspection under s. 19.35. Except as provided in pars. (b) and (c),  
  the department may not disclose information provided under sub. (2) or  
  provided to request an exemption under sub. (3m) to any other person or 
  agency. 

  (b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to information that a person is required  
  to provide to the department under other laws. 

  (c) The department may disclose information that a registrant provides  
  under sub. (2) to any of the following: 

   1. A person to whom the registrant authorizes disclosure. 

   2. The animal and plant health inspection service of the federal  
   department of agriculture, if the animal and plant health   
   inspection service agrees not to disclose the information except in 
   situations in which the department is authorized to disclose the  
   information under subd. 1. or 4. 

   3. Any agent of the department under sub. (8). 

   4. Another person or agency if the department believes that the  
   release is necessary to prevent or control disease or to protect  
   public health, safety, or welfare. The department may disclose  
   information under this subdivision subject to any confidentiality  
   requirements that the department determines are appropriate  
   under the circumstances. 

  (d) Any agent of the department under sub. (8) may not disclose   
  information provided under sub. (2) except to a person to whom the  
  registrant or the department authorizes disclosure. 
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 (6) FUNDING. The department shall seek federal funding for the administration 
 of this section. 

 (7) RULES. The department may promulgate rules for the administration of this 
 section. The department shall promulgate rules to govern the release of 
 aggregate information under this section by the department. 

 (8) CONTRACT AGENT. The department may contract with an agent to 
 administer the registration program under this section on behalf of the 
 department. The department may not authorize an agent to release aggregate 
 information under this section. 

Wis. Stat. § 95.69. Animal dealers. 

 (1) DEFINITIONS. In this section: 

  (c) "Animal dealer" means a person who, as principal or agent, engages  
  in the business of buying for resale or for slaughter, selling or   
  exchanging livestock or wild animals. "Animal dealer" does not include  
  any of the following: 

   1. An animal dealer employee. 

   2. The operator of a farm who sells livestock if the operator keeps  
   them on the farm solely for dairy, breeding or feeding purposes  
   and the operator is not otherwise engaged in the business of  
   buying them for resale, slaughter, sale or exchange. 

   2m. A person holding a license issued under s. 169.15, 169.18,  
   169.19, or 169.26 who sells wild animals if the person keeps them  
   solely for breeding or feeding purposes and the person is not  
   otherwise engaged in the business of buying them for resale,  
   slaughter, sale or exchange. 

   3. An auctioneer registered under ch. 480 who conducts any of the  
   following: 

    a. A farm sale at which no livestock is sold on a   
    consignment basis. 

    b. A sale conducted at a state, county or district fair or a  
    breeder association show. 

    c. A sale conducted by a youth agricultural organization. 

  (d) "Animal dealer employee" means an employee of a licensed animal  
  dealer, who does business in the name of the licensed animal  
  dealer. 



 

 
 
 
 
  The National Agricultural Law Center NationalAgLawCenter.org | nataglaw@uark.edu 

  (e) "Animal market" has the meaning given in s. 95.68(1) (ag). 

  (f) "Animal transport vehicle" has the meaning given in s. 95.71(1) (dm). 

  (g) "Livestock" has the meaning given in s. 95.68(1) (d). 

  (h) "Wild animal" has the meaning given in s. 95.68(1) (g). 

 (2) LICENSE. No person may operate as an animal dealer without an annual 
 license from the department, except that no license is required of a person 
 licensed as an animal market operator under s. 95.68. An animal dealer license 
 expires on June 30 annually. An animal dealer license is not transferable. 

 (2m) EXEMPTION. The department may promulgate rules to exempt groups of 
 persons from the licensing requirement under sub. (2) or the registration 
 requirement under sub. (7) or both. 

 (3) APPLICATION. An application for a license under sub. (2) shall be made on a 
 form provided by the department and shall include information reasonably 
 required by the department for licensing purposes. An application shall be 
 accompanied by the applicable fees and surcharges required under subs. (4) and 
 (5). 

 (4) LICENSE FEE; REINSPECTION FEE. 

  (a) The department shall, by rule, specify the fee for an animal dealer  
  license issued under this section. 

  (b) 

   1. If the department reinspects an animal dealer operation because 
   the department has found a violation of this chapter or rules  
   promulgated under this chapter, the department shall charge the  
   animal dealer the reinspection fee specified under subd. 2. 

   2. The department shall specify the reinspection fee to be charged  
   under subd. 1. by rule. The reinspection fee may not exceed the  
   reasonable costs to reinspect the animal dealer operation. The  
   department may specify different reinspection fees for different  
   animal dealer operations. 

   3. A reinspection fee under this paragraph is payable when the  
   reinspection is completed, and is due upon written demand from  
   the department. The department may issue a demand for payment 
   when it issues a license renewal application form to the animal  
   dealer. 

 (5) SURCHARGE AND PAST FEES. 
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  (a) An applicant for a license under sub. (2) shall pay a license fee   
  surcharge of $100 if the department determines that within 365 days  
  prior to submitting the license application the applicant did any of the  
  following: 

   1. Operated as an animal dealer without a license in violation of  
   sub. (2). 

   1m. Operated as a livestock dealer, as defined in s. 95.69(1) (c),  
   1999 stats., without a license in violation of s. 95.69(2), 1999  
   stats. 

   2. Operated an unregistered animal transport vehicle in violation  
   of sub. (7). 

   2m. Operated an unregistered livestock vehicle, as defined in s.  
   95.71(1) (g), 1999 stats., in violation of s. 95.69(7), 1999 stats. 

  (b) In addition to the surcharge under par. (a), an applicant for a license  
  under sub. (2) shall pay the fees due for the year in which the applicant  
  was in violation. 

  (c) The payment of the surcharge and fees under this subsection does not 
  relieve the applicant of other civil or criminal liability that may result  
  from the failure to obtain a license or from the operation of an   
  unregistered vehicle but does not constitute evidence of a violation of a  
  law. 

 (6) LICENSE CONTINGENT ON FEES. The department may not issue or renew a 
 license under sub. (2) unless the applicant pays all fees and surcharges that are 
 due under subs. (4) and (5) as set forth in a statement from the department. 
 The department shall refund a fee or surcharge paid under protest if the 
 department determines that the fee or surcharge was not due as a condition of 
 licensing under this section. If a fee or surcharge is paid by check, a license 
 issued in reliance upon that check is void if the check is not honored. 

 (7) ANIMAL TRANSPORT VEHICLE REGISTRATION. No animal dealer may 
 operate an animal transport vehicle unless the animal transport vehicle is 
 registered with the department in the name of the animal dealer. The animal 
 transport vehicle shall be registered in the name of the animal dealer on a form 
 provided by the department. The registration shall include a description and 
 the serial number of the animal transport vehicle. 

 (8) RULES. The department may promulgate rules to regulate animal dealers, 
 including rules related to animal dealer qualifications, construction and 
 maintenance of animal transport vehicles, identification of animal 
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 transport vehicles, disease sanitation, humane treatment of animals, 
 identification of animals, record keeping, reports to the department and 
 compliance with applicable financial security requirements under state or 
 federal law. 

 (8m) TRANSACTION RECORDS. An auctioneer registered under ch. 480 who 
 sells livestock or wild animals and who is not required to obtain a license under  
 this section shall make records of the sales available to the department upon 
 request for disease investigation purposes. 

 (9) PENALTIES. A person conducting a business regulated by this section after 
 revocation of his or her license shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than 
 $1,000 or imprisoned not to exceed 6 months or both. 

Wis. Stat. § 95.71. Animal truckers. 

 (1) DEFINITIONS. In this section: 

  (dm) "Animal transport vehicle" means any vehicle used to transport  
  livestock or wild animals. 

  (e) "Animal trucker" means a person engaged in the business of   
  transporting for hire, by means of an animal transport vehicle, livestock  
  and wild animals, except that "animal trucker" does not include an  
  animal trucker employee. 

  (f) "Animal trucker employee" means the employee of a person who  
  holds an animal trucker license if the employee, in the name of the  
  licensed animal trucker, operates an animal transport vehicle which is  
  registered by the animal trucker and on which the name and the business 
  address of the licensed animal trucker are prominently displayed. 

  (h) "Livestock" has the meaning given in s. 95.68(1) (d). 

  (i) "Wild animal" has the meaning given in s. 95.68(1) (g). 

 (2) LICENSE. No person may operate as an animal trucker without an annual 
 license issued by the department. An animal trucker license authorizes an 
 animal trucker to operate only those animal transport vehicles that are 
 registered by the animal trucker under sub. (4). A license expires on June 30 
 annually. An animal trucker license is not transferable. 

 (3) APPLICATION. An application for an animal trucker license under sub. (2) 
 shall be made on a form provided by the department. The application shall 
 include information reasonably required by the department for licensing 
 purposes. As part of the application, the applicant shall register every 
 animal transport vehicle operated by the applicant as provided under sub. 
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 (4). An application shall be accompanied by the applicable fees and surcharges 
 required under subs. (5) and (6). 

 (4) ANIMAL TRANSPORT VEHICLE REGISTRATION. No animal trucker may 
 operate an animal transport vehicle unless the animal transport vehicle is 
 registered with the department in the name of the animal trucker. The animal 
 transport vehicle shall be registered on a form provided by the department. The 
 registration shall include a description and the serial number of the animal 
 transport vehicle. 

 (5) LICENSE FEE; REGISTRATION FEE; REINSPECTION FEE. 

  (a) The department shall, by rule, specify the fee for an animal trucker  
  license issued under this section. 

  (b) The department shall, by rule, specify the fee to be paid for each  
  animal transport vehicle registered under sub. (4). If during any license  
  year an animal trucker registers an animal transport vehicle that was not 
  registered with the animal trucker's annual license application under  
  sub. (3), the animal trucker shall pay the fee required under this   
  paragraph at the time of registration. 

  (c) 

   1. If the department reinspects an animal trucker operation   
   because the department has found a violation of this chapter or  
   rules promulgated under this chapter, the department shall  
   charge the animal trucker the reinspection fee specified under  
   subd. 2. 

   2. The department shall specify the reinspection fee to be charged  
   under subd. 1. by rule. The reinspection fee may not exceed the  
   reasonable costs to reinspect the animal trucker operation. The  
   department may specify different reinspection fees for different  
   animal trucker operations. 

   3. A reinspection fee under this paragraph is payable when the  
   reinspection is completed, and is due upon written demand from  
   the department. The department may issue a demand for payment 
   when it issues a license renewal application form to the animal  
   trucker. 

 (6) SURCHARGE AND PAST FEES. 

  (a) An applicant for an animal trucker license shall pay a license  
  fee surcharge of $100 if the department determines that within  
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  365 days prior to submitting the license application the applicant did any 
  of the following: 

   1. Operated as an animal trucker without a license in violation of  
   sub. (2). 

   1m. Operated as a livestock trucker, as defined in s. 95.71(1) (e),  
   1999 stats., without a license in violation of s. 95.71(2), 1999 stats. 

   2. Operated an unregistered animal transport vehicle in violation  
   of sub. (4). 

   2m. Operated an unregistered livestock vehicle, as defined in s.  
   95.71(1) (g), 1999 stats., in violation of s. 95.71(4), 1999 stats. 

  (b) In addition to the surcharge under par. (a), an applicant for a license  
  under sub. (2) shall pay the fees due for the year in which the applicant  
  was in violation. 

  (c) The payment of the surcharge and fees under this subsection does not 
  relieve the applicant of other civil or criminal liability that may result  
  from the failure to obtain a license or to register a vehicle but does not  
  constitute evidence of a violation of a law. 

 (7) LICENSE CONTINGENT ON FEES. The department may not issue or renew a 
 license under sub. (2) unless the license applicant pays all fees and surcharges 
 that are due under subs. (5) and (6). The department shall refund a fee or 
 surcharge paid under protest if the department determines that the fee or 
 surcharge was not due as a condition of licensing under this section. If a fee or 
 surcharge is paid by check, a license issued in reliance upon that check is void if 
 the check is not honored. 

 (8) RULES. The department may promulgate rules to regulate animal truckers, 
 including rules related to animal trucker qualifications, construction and 
 maintenance of animal transport vehicles, identification of animal transport 
 vehicles, disease sanitation, humane treatment of animals, identification of 
 animals, record keeping, reports to the department and compliance with 
 applicable financial security requirements under state or federal law. 

 (9) PENALTIES. A person conducting a business regulated by this section after 
 revocation of his or her license shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than 
 $1,000 or imprisoned not to exceed 6 months or both. 

Wis. Stat. § 97.42. Compulsory inspection of livestock or poultry, and meat or 
poultry products. 

 (1) DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
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  (b) "Capable of use as human food" applies to any meat or poultry   
  product unless it is denatured, identified as unfit for human   
  consumption as required by department rules, or is naturally inedible by  
  humans. 

  (bg) "Captive game animal" means an animal of a normally wild type  
  that is produced in captivity for slaughter and consumption. "Captive  
  game animal" does not include a farm-raised deer, ratite, captive game  
  bird, fish, or an animal that is kept solely for hunting purposes at a  
  hunting preserve. 

  (br) "Captive game bird" means a bird of a normally wild type that is  
  produced in captivity for slaughter and consumption, including a   
  pheasant, quail, wild turkey, migratory wildfowl, or other bird that the  
  department designates as a captive game bird by rule. "Captive game  
  bird" does not include poultry, ratites, or birds kept solely for hunting  
  purposes at a hunting preserve. 

  (cm) "Denature" means to intentionally make an item unfit for human  
  consumption by adding a substance to it to alter the item's appearance  
  or other natural characteristics. 

  (d) "Establishment" means a plant or premises, including retail   
  premises, where livestock or poultry are slaughtered for human   
  consumption, or where meat or poultry products are processed, but does  
  not include any of the following: 

   1. Establishments subject to 21 USC 451 to 695. 

   3. Premises of a person who is the owner of the livestock or   
   poultry to be slaughtered or of the meat or poultry products to be  
   processed, if the resulting product is for exclusive use by the  
   owner, members of the owner's household, or the owner's   
   nonpaying guests and employees. 

  (dm) "Farm-raised deer" has the meaning given in s. 95.001(1) (ag). 

  (e) "Inspector" means any person employed or authorized by the   
  department to do any work or perform any duty in connection with the  
  department's meat and poultry inspection program. 

  (em) "Livestock" means cattle, sheep, swine, goats, farm-raised deer,  
  alpacas, llamas, bison, ratites, rabbits, and other species that the   
  department designates as livestock by rule. 
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  (f) "Meat broker" means any person engaged in the business of buying  
  or selling meat or poultry products on commission, or otherwise   
  negotiating purchases or sales of meat or poultry products other than for 
  the person's own account or as an employee of another person. 

  (fm) "Meat distributor" means a person who is engaged in the business  
  of distributing in this state meat or poultry products at wholesale. 

  (h) "Meat or poultry products" means any parts, including the viscera,  
  of slaughtered livestock or poultry that are capable of use as human food. 

  (i) "Mobile processor" means a person, other than the owner of the  
  livestock or poultry being slaughtered or the meat or poultry products  
  being processed, who slaughters livestock or poultry or processes meat  
  or poultry products for the general public for compensation other than  
  the trading of services on an exchange basis, and conducts the   
  slaughtering or processing at the premises of the owner of the livestock  
  or poultry being slaughtered or the meat or poultry products being  
  processed. 

  (k) "Official inspection mark" means the symbol formulated under the  
  rules of the department to indicate that the meat or poultry product was  
  inspected pursuant to the department's rules. 

  (l) "Poultry" means any domesticated birds, including chickens, turkeys, 
  geese, ducks, or guineas, but does not include captive game birds or  
  ratites. 

  (n) "Veterinarian" means a graduate veterinarian of an accredited school 
  of veterinary medicine who is qualified on the basis of training and  
  experience, as determined by the department. 

 (2) LICENSE; CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION. 

  (a) Subject to pars. (b) and (bg), no person may operate an establishment 
  without a valid license issued by the department. That license expires on  
  June 30 annually, except that a license issued for a new establishment on  
  or after March 30 but before July 1 expires on June 30 of the following  
  year. No license may be issued unless the applicant has complied with  
  the requirements of this section. The department shall establish by rule  
  the annual license fees for establishments, not to exceed $200, based on  
  the type of mandatory inspection required to be performed at the   
  establishment. The department shall establish a reduced annual license  
  fee for those establishments engaged only in slaughtering   
  uninspected livestock or poultry or processing uninspected meat  
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  or poultry products as a custom service, but not for other operations for  
  which a license under this section is required. No person may be required 
  to obtain a license under s. 97.29 or 97.30 for activities licensed under  
  this section or for establishments inspected under 21 USC 451 to 472 and  
  601 to 695. 

  (b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to any person operating an   
  establishment that only processes meat or poultry products for sale  
  directly to consumers at retail on the premises where the products were  
  processed, if only inspected meat or poultry products are permitted on  
  the premises and sales to hotels, restaurants, and institutions are   
  restricted to 25 percent of the gross annual value of meat or poultry  
  product sales or the adjusted dollar limitation published by the federal  
  department of agriculture under 9 CFR 303.1(d) (2) (iii)(b), whichever is  
  less. No person exempt from licensure under this paragraph may sell any 
  cured, smoked, canned, or cooked meat or poultry products produced by  
  that person to hotels, restaurants, or institutions. 

  (bg) Paragraph (a) does not apply to any person operating an   
  establishment that meets the requirements under 9 CFR 303.1(d) (2)  
  (iv)(c) or (e) (1), or 381.10 (d) (2) (iv) (c) or (e) (1). 

  (c) No person may operate as a mobile processor without an annual  
  registration certificate issued by the department, except that no   
  registration certificate is required for a mobile processor who holds a  
  license issued under par. (a). A registration certificate expires on June 30, 
  annually. An application for an annual registration certificate shall be  
  submitted on a form provided by the department and shall include  
  information reasonably required by the department for registration  
  purposes. The department shall promulgate rules regulating mobile  
  processors, including rules related to facilities, sanitation, identification  
  of carcasses, and record keeping. 

  (d) No person may operate as a meat broker or meat distributor without  
  an annual registration certificate issued by the department, except that  
  no registration certificate is required for a meat broker or a meat   
  distributor who holds a license issued under par. (a). A registration  
  certificate expires on June 30, annually. An application for an annual  
  registration certificate shall be made on a form provided by the   
  department and shall include information reasonably required by the  
  department for registration purposes. 

 (3) STATE INSPECTION. 
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  (a) Examination before slaughter. For the purpose of preventing the sale  
  and use in this state of meat or poultry products that are adulterated or  
  otherwise not capable of use as human food, the department shall cause  
  to be made, by inspectors who may be veterinarians on either a full-time 
  or part-time basis, under supervision of the department, an examination 
  and inspection of all livestock and poultry before they are slaughtered in  
  any establishment, except as provided in pars. (d) and (em). All livestock  
  and poultry found to show symptoms of disease shall be condemned or  
  set apart and slaughtered separately from all other livestock and poultry, 
  and when so slaughtered the meat or poultry products thereof shall be  
  subject to careful examination, inspection, and disposition, in   
  accordance with rules issued by the department. 

  (b) Examination after slaughter. For the purpose stated in par. (a), the  
  department shall cause to be made, by inspectors who may be   
  veterinarians on either a full-time or part-time basis, under supervision  
  of the department, an examination and inspection of the meat or poultry  
  products of all livestock and poultry slaughtered at any establishment,  
  except as provided in pars. (d) and (em). Meat or poultry products found  
  to be not adulterated and capable of use as human food shall be marked,  
  stamped, tagged, or labeled by inspectors as "Wis. inspected and   
  passed". Inspectors shall mark, stamp, tag, or label as "Wis. inspected  
  and condemned" all meat or poultry products found to be adulterated or  
  otherwise not capable of use as human food, and all meat or poultry  
  products so inspected and condemned shall be destroyed, in accordance  
  with rules issued by the department. Inspection marks, stamps, tags,  
  and labels shall be prescribed by the department and shall include   
  thereon the identification number of the establishment assigned by the  
  department. 

  (c) Reexaminations. Inspectors shall, when deemed advisable, reinspect  
  meat or poultry products to determine whether they have become   
  adulterated or otherwise not capable of use as human food. If any meat  
  or poultry products, upon a reexamination, are found to be adulterated  
  or otherwise not capable of use as human food, they shall be destroyed,  
  in accordance with rules issued by the department. 

  (cm) Voluntary reimbursable inspection services. The department shall  
  provide slaughter inspection services for licensed establishments for  
  certain captive game animals and captive game birds, and shall   
  designate by rule the species of captive game animals and captive game  
  birds for which these services may be provided. The establishment 
  requesting these services shall reimburse the department for the  
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  actual  cost of providing the services at rates established by rule by the  
  department. 

  (d) Custom service slaughtering. This subsection does not apply to  
  livestock and poultry slaughtered as a custom service for the owner of  
  the livestock or poultry exclusively for use by the owner, members of the  
  owner's household, and the owner's nonpaying guests and employees,  
  unless department inspection is specifically requested and performed at  
  establishments where examinations before and after slaughter are  
  otherwise required. The rules of the department shall make provision for 
  the furnishing of this inspection service, subject to availability of   
  inspector personnel, and for the identification of all livestock and   
  poultry custom slaughtered for the owners thereof without department  
  inspection. 

  (e) Periodic inspections. The department shall make periodic inspections 
  of construction, operation, facilities, equipment, labeling, sanitation,  
  and practices for ensuring meat or poultry products are not adulterated,  
  at establishments or any other premises, including vehicles engaged in  
  transportation of meat or poultry products. Inspection of products and  
  plant operations shall cover operations such as cutting and boning,  
  curing and smoking, grinding and fabrication, manufacturing,   
  packaging, labeling, storage and transportation. Periodic inspections of  
  processing operations shall be conducted as uniformly as possible   
  among establishments subject to overtime inspection under sub. (4) (f)  
  to avoid the imposition of undue inspection fees against any   
  establishment. Inspections at overtime rates shall only be held where  
  necessary to assure the safety of products for human consumption and  
  compliance with the requirements of this section and rules of the   
  department. 

  (em) Slaughter of farm-raised deer. The requirements of pars. (a) and  
  (b) do not apply to the slaughter of a farm-raised deer if its meat   
  products are not sold by an operator of a retail food establishment, as  
  defined under s. 97.30(1) (c). The operator of an establishment in which  
  farm-raised deer or their meat products are examined and inspected  
  under this subsection shall pay the department for the cost of the   
  department's examination and inspection. 

  (f) Label requirements. In addition to label requirements otherwise  
  provided by law, meat or poultry products shall bear a label, stamp, mark 
  or tag including thereon the official inspection mark and   
  identification number of the establishment where processed. Meat 
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  or poultry products processed and sold at retail to household consumers  
  on the premises do not require official inspection marks and   
  identification numbers. 

 (4) RULES. The department may issue reasonable rules requiring or prescribing 
 any of the following: 

  (a) The inspection before and after slaughter of all livestock and poultry  
  killed or dressed for human consumption at any establishment. 

  (b) The inspection and marking of meat or poultry products intended for  
  human consumption, and prohibiting the unauthorized use of any  
  official inspection mark or simulation or counterfeit thereof. 

  (d) The seizure, retention, and destruction of any livestock or poultry or  
  meat or poultry products which have not been inspected or passed or are  
  adulterated or misbranded, for the purpose of preventing human   
  consumption. 

  (e) The hours and days in each week when slaughtering or processing  
  may be conducted in any establishment subject to a license under sub.  
  (2). The schedules so fixed shall be as nearly as possible in accord with  
  existing industry standards of establishments subject to inspection.  
  However, in order to avoid excessive costs for inspection and stay within  
  the limit of appropriations, the schedules may require that: 

   1. Slaughtering or processing be conducted continuously during  
   successive days and hours of the regular workweek for state  
   employees; 

   2. The rate of slaughter for the different classes of livestock and  
   poultry conform to reasonable minimum levels per hour; 

   3. Inspection of livestock and poultry slaughtered as a custom  
   service be restricted to the time of the regular slaughter schedule  
   fixed for the establishment. When inspection is provided for  
   custom slaughtering and custom processing the inspection shall  
   be conducted in accordance with sub. (3) (a) to (c) and rules  
   prescribed under this subsection; and 

   4. The department be notified a reasonable time in advance of any  
   deviation from existing schedules or when slaughtering or   
   processing is to be conducted at times other than those specified  
   under regularly established schedules. 
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  (em) The rate at which an operator of an establishment that slaughters  
  farm-raised deer or processes the meat products of farm-raised deer  
  shall pay the costs of examination and inspection under sub. (3) (em)  
  and the manner in which the department shall collect those amounts. 

  (f) Overtime agreements with the department whereby the operator of  
  any establishment subject to a license under sub. (2) agrees to pay the  
  cost for salaries, at overtime rates, and other expenses of department  
  inspectors whenever slaughtering, carcass preparation, or the   
  processing of meat or poultry products is conducted beyond hours or  
  days limited under par. (e), or on Saturdays, Sundays, or holidays for  
  state employees under s. 230.35(4), or before 6 a.m. or after 6 p.m., or in  
  excess of 40 hours in any week. Overtime charges for periodic   
  inspections under sub. (3) (e) shall, insofar as possible, be limited to the  
  minimum number of hours reasonably required for conducting those  
  inspections. The department may assess overtime charges under this  
  paragraph even though the department provides compensatory time in  
  lieu of overtime compensation under s. 103.025. 

  (g) Specifications and standards for location, construction, operation,  
  facilities, equipment, and sanitation for any premises, establishment, or  
  mobile facility where slaughter or processing is carried on, including  
  custom slaughtering of livestock or poultry and custom or retail   
  processing of meat or poultry products. 

  (h) Conditions of sanitation under which meat or poultry products shall  
  be stored, transported, or otherwise handled by any person engaged in  
  the business of buying, selling, freezing, storing, transporting, or   
  processing meat or poultry products. 

  (i) Record-keeping requirements for persons engaged in slaughtering or  
  processing operations, or in the storage or transportation of meat or  
  poultry products, including record-keeping requirements for meat  
  brokers and the registration of meat brokers with the department. 

  (j) Any other rules reasonably necessary to the administration and  
  enforcement of this section. 

 (4m) FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS. The operator of an establishment that is 
 required to be licensed under this section shall comply with federal 
 requirements as provided in rules promulgated by the department. 

 (6) PROHIBITIONS. 
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  (a) No person may slaughter any livestock or poultry for the purpose of  
  selling the meat or poultry products thereof for human food, or sell,  
  offer for sale, or have in his or her possession with intent to sell any  
  meat or poultry products for human food, unless the livestock or poultry  
  and the meat or poultry products thereof have been first inspected and  
  approved as provided by any of the following: 

   1. This section and the rules issued thereunder. 

   2. The federal meat inspection act. 

   3. The federal poultry products inspection act. 

  (b) No person may sell, offer for sale, or have in his or her possession  
  with intent to sell any meat or poultry products unless those products  
  have been processed in accordance with this section or the federal meat  
  inspection act. 

  (c) No person may slaughter horses, mules, or other equines or process  
  equine carcasses or meat at establishments where livestock or poultry  
  are slaughtered or where meat or poultry products are processed. 

  (d) No county or municipality may prohibit the sale of any meat or  
  poultry products if the meat or poultry products are inspected and   
  passed by the department or by the federal department of agriculture,  
  provided the meat or poultry products are not adulterated or misbranded 
  at the time of sale. 

 (7) RIGHT OF ACCESS. No person may prevent or attempt to prevent an 
 inspector or other officer or agent of the department from entering, at any 
 time, any establishment or any other place where meat or poultry products are 
 processed, sold, or held for sale, for the purpose of any examination, inquiry, or 
 inspection in connection with the administration and enforcement of this 
 section. The examination, inquiry, or inspection may include taking samples, 
 pictures, and documentary and physical evidence pertinent to enforcement of 
 this section. 

 (8) INTERFERENCE WITH INSPECTION. Any person who forcibly assaults, 
 threatens, obstructs, impedes, intimidates or interferes with any person while 
 engaged in the performance of his or her official duties under this section shall 
 be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned in the county jail not to exceed 
 one year or both. 

 (9) TAGGING OF FACILITIES, EQUIPMENT AND PRODUCT. 



 

 
 
 
 
  The National Agricultural Law Center NationalAgLawCenter.org | nataglaw@uark.edu 

  (a) When in the opinion of the department, the use of any equipment,  
  utensil, container, compartment, room, or facility which is unclean or  
  unsanitary or improperly constructed could lead to contamination of a  
  meat or poultry product, the department may attach a "Rejected" tag to  
  the item, room, or facility. No equipment, utensil, container,   
  compartment, room, or facility so tagged may be used until made   
  acceptable and released by a department representative, or until that  
  item, room, or facility is replaced with an acceptable item, room, or  
  facility. 

  (b) 

   1. When in the opinion of the department any meat or poultry  
   product, or supplies or ingredients used in the processing thereof,  
   may be adulterated or misbranded, or otherwise fail to meet  
   standards or requirements of this section or rules adopted under  
   this section, the department may tag the product, supplies, or  
   ingredients with a "Retained" tag to hold them for further   
   inspection, analysis, or examination. No meat or poultry product,  
   supplies, or ingredients so tagged may be used, removed from the  
   premises, or otherwise disposed of unless released by a   
   department representative. A tagged item may not be retained for  
   more than 30 days without prior notice to the owner or custodian  
   and the right to an immediate hearing. 

   2. When in the opinion of the department any meat or poultry  
   product, or supplies or ingredients used in the processing thereof,  
   is adulterated or misbranded, or otherwise fails to meet standards  
   or requirements of this section or rules adopted under this   
   section, the department may tag the product, supplies, or   
   ingredients with a "Detained" tag to hold them for destruction or  
   other disposition. No meat or poultry product, supplies, or   
   ingredients so tagged may be used, removed from the premises,  
   or otherwise disposed of unless released by a department   
   representative. A tagged item may not be destroyed or detained  
   for more than 30 days without prior notice to the owner or   
   custodian and the right to an immediate hearing. 

  (c) No person may alter, deface or remove any tag from facilities,   
  equipment, products or supplies to which it has been attached by a  
  department inspector without the express consent or approval of the  
  inspector or other department representative. 
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 (10) SUSPENSION. The department may, upon written notice, summarily 
 suspend the operations in whole or in part at any establishment for substantial 
 violations of this section or rules issued hereunder when, in the opinion of the 
 department, a continuation of the operation would constitute an imminent 
 danger to public health. The department may, upon written notice, summarily 
 suspend inspection at any establishment for acts punishable under sub. (8) 
 where those acts substantially impair an inspector's ability to conduct an 
 orderly inspection. Upon suspension of operations or inspection, the operator 
 of the establishment may demand a hearing to determine whether the 
 suspension should be vacated. The department shall, within 5 days after receipt 
 of the demand, hold a hearing and adjudicate the issues as provided in ch. 227. 
 A demand for hearing does not operate to stay the suspension pending the 
 hearing. 

 (11) EXEMPTION. This section does not apply to owners of poultry with respect 
 to poultry produced on the owner's farm, provided his or her sales do not 
 exceed 1,000 birds annually, and the birds are labeled and tagged to identify the 
 name and address of the producer and are marked "NOT INSPECTED". Persons 
 processing more than 1,000 birds but less than 20,000 birds shall be fully 
 subject to the provisions of this section relating to licensing, sanitation, 
 facilities, and practices for ensuring product is not adulterated, except that, if 
 the department determines that the protection of consumers from adulterated 
 poultry products will not be impaired, it may exempt these persons from sub. 
 (3) (a) and (b) provided the birds are labeled or tagged to identify the name and 
 address of the producer and are marked "NOT INSPECTED". 

 (12) SUBSTANTIAL OR REPEATED VIOLATIONS. The department may deny, 
 revoke or suspend the license of any person for substantial or repeated 
 violations of this section. 

Wis. Stat. § 100.025. Classification of dairy heifer calves. 

 (1) As used in this section, "dairy heifer calf" means a female bovine animal, of 
 a recognized dairy breed, at least 2 weeks and less than 4 months of age. 

 (2) The owner of the herd of origin of any healthy dairy heifer calf may classify 
 such calf as a "Wisconsin Blue Tag" dairy heifer calf by certifying that he or she 
 is the owner of the herd of origin; that the sire of such calf is a registered 
 purebred sire; and that the dam is of the same breed as the sire. Such 
 certification shall be on forms prescribed by the department and shall include 
 identification of the calf and its sire and dam, and such other information as 
 the department requires. Dairy heifer calves so classified shall be identified by 
 the owner of the herd of origin or the owner's agent by inserting a blue 
 ear tag in the right ear and shall be accompanied by the certificate. 
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 (4) Blue ear tags for dairy heifer calves shall be purchased from the department. 
 Each tag shall bear a distinctive serial number. No person shall possess or use, 
 for identification pursuant to this section, ear tags which have not been issued 
 by the department. Ear tag applicators and other supplies may be purchased 
 from the department. 

 (5) No person shall falsely execute any herd owner's certificate or falsely 
 represent the identity or classification of any calves provided for in this section. 

Wis. Stat. § 134.53. Transportation and sale of cattle. 

 (1) No person shall transport cattle on any highway unless accompanied by 
 shipping documents setting forth the number of cattle being moved, a 
 description of the cattle, including brand, registry or other identification 
 numbers if any, name and address of the owner, and point of origin and  
 destination. The shipping document may consist of a statement signed by the 
 owner setting forth the above information. 

 (2) Cattle being transported on highways and all shipping documents and other 
 records pertaining to such animals shall be subject to inspection by any police 
 officer. Such officers may stop or intercept any vehicle used or suspected of 
 being used for the transportation of cattle and may seize or detain any 
 shipment of cattle not accompanied by shipping documents containing 
 information as required under sub. (1), or accompanied by shipping documents 
 which may be false, until such time as satisfactory evidence of ownership of the 
 cattle is obtained. 

 (3) No person shall purchase or receive for sale or shipment any cattle not 
 accompanied by shipping documents required under sub. (1). Copies of such  
 documents shall be retained for a period of 6 months following date of 
 purchase or receipt of the cattle and shall be available for inspection at all 
 reasonable times by any police officer. 

 (4) Any person who transports cattle without shipping documents containing 
 information required under sub. (1), or executes, furnishes or issues any false 
 document pertaining to the ownership or shipment of cattle, or who violates  
 this section in any other manner shall be fined not more than $500, or be 
 imprisoned not more than 3 months, or both. 

 (5) Subsection (1) does not apply to cattle being transported between farms 
 owned, rented or leased by the owner of the cattle when ownership of cattle 
 does not change. 

 (6) Subsection (1) does not apply to cattle being transported to market by 
 the owner of the cattle. 
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Wis. Stat. § 943.37. Alteration of property identification marks. 

Whoever does any of the following with intent to prevent the identification of the 
property involved is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor: 

 (1) Alters or removes any identification mark on any log or other lumber 
 without the consent of the owner; or 

 (2) Alters or removes any identification mark from any receptacle used by the 
 manufacturer of any beverage; or 

 (3) Alters or removes any manufacturer's identification number on personal 
 property or possesses any personal property with knowledge that the 
 manufacturer's identification number has been removed or altered. Possession 
 of 2 or more similar items of personal property with the manufacturer's  
 identification number altered or removed is prima facie evidence of knowledge 
 of the alteration or removal and of an intent to prevent identification of the 
 property. 

 (4) Alters or removes livestock brands, recorded under s. 95.11, from any animal 
 without the owner's consent, or possesses any livestock with knowledge that 
 the brand has been altered or removed without the owner's knowledge or 
 consent. 


