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States’ Animal Identification Statutes: Texas 
 

Tex. Agric. Code Tit. 6, Subtit. B, Ch. 144 
Tex. Agric. Code § 161.056 
Tex. Agric. Code § 162.005 

 
Current through the end of the 2023 Regular, Second, Third and Fourth Called Sessions of the 88th 
Legislature, and the Nov. 7, 2023, general election. 
 
Tex. Agric. Code § 144.001. Owner’s Marks and Brands. 

 (a) Each person who has cattle, hogs, sheep, or goats shall have and may use 
 one or more earmarks, brands, tattoos, or electronic devices differing from the 
 earmarks, brands, tattoos, and electronic devices of the person's neighbors. 

 (b) A person who owns a horse may have and use one or more of the following 
 to identify the horse: 

  (1) a brand differing from the brand of the person's neighbors, including  
  a fire or electric heat brand, freeze brand, acid brand, or hoof brand; 

  (2) an earmark differing from the earmark of the person's neighbors; 

  (3) a tattoo differing from the tattoo of the person's neighbors; 

  (4) an electronic device; or 

  (5) another generally accepted identification method. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.002. Brands of Minors. 

A minor who owns cattle, hogs, or one or more horses may have one or more marks or 
brands, but the parent or guardian of the minor is responsible for the proper use of the 
mark or brand. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.003. Age for Marking or Branding. 

 (a) Cattle shall be marked with the earmark or branded with the brand of the 
 owner on or before the date they are one year old. 

 (b) Hogs, sheep, and goats shall be marked with the earmark of the 
 owner on or before the date they are six months old. 

https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/agriculture-code/title-6-production-processing-and-sale-of-animal-products/subtitle-b-livestock/chapter-144-marks-and-brands
https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/agriculture-code/title-6-production-processing-and-sale-of-animal-products/subtitle-c-control-of-animal-diseases-and-pests/chapter-161-general-disease-and-pest-control/subchapter-c-general-powers-and-duties-of-commission/section-161056-animal-identification-program
https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/agriculture-code/title-6-production-processing-and-sale-of-animal-products/subtitle-c-control-of-animal-diseases-and-pests/chapter-162-tuberculosis-control/section-162005-identification-of-cattle
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Tex. Agric. Code § 144.041. Marks and Brands to Be Recorded. 

 (a) Each person who owns cattle, hogs, sheep, or goats shall record that 
 person's earmarks, brands, tattoos, and electronic devices with the county 
 clerk of the county in which the animals are located. 

 (b) A person who owns a horse shall record an identification mark authorized 
 by Section 144.001(b) with the county clerk of the county in which the animal is 
 located. 

 (c) The county clerk shall keep a record of the marks and brands of each person 
 who applies to the clerk for that purpose. 

 (d) A person may record that person's marks and brands in as many counties as 
 necessary. 

 (e) A person may record any mark or brand that the person desires to use if no 
 other person has recorded the mark or brand, without regard to whether that 
 person has previously recorded a mark or brand. 

 (f) Not later than the 30th day after the date a county clerk receives a record 
 relating to cattle or horses under this section, the clerk shall forward a copy of 
 the record to the association authorized to inspect livestock under 7 U.S.C. 
 Section 217a. 

 (g) The recording of marks and brands at a point of sale for use by an 
 association authorized to inspect livestock under 7 U.S.C. Section 217a does not 
 serve as a record under this chapter. An association authorized to inspect 
 livestock under 7 U.S.C. Section 217a has no duty to verify ownership at a point 
 of sale. 

 (h) A county clerk may accept electronic filing or rerecording of an earmark, 
 brand, tattoo, electronic device, or other type of mark for which a recording is 
 required under this chapter or other law. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.042. Recording. 

In recording a mark, electronic device, tattoo, or brand, the county clerk shall note the 
date on which the mark, electronic device, tattoo, or brand is recorded. In addition, 
the person recording a mark, electronic device, tattoo, or brand shall designate the 
part of the animal on which the mark, electronic device, tattoo, or brand is to be 
placed and the clerk shall include that in the records. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.043. Effect of Recording. 
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 (a) Any dispute about an earmark or brand shall be decided by reference to the 
 mark and brand records of the county clerk, and the mark or brand of the oldest 
 date prevails. 

 (b) A recorded mark or brand is the property of the person causing the record to 
 be made and is subject to sale, assignment, transfer, devise, and descent the 
 same as other personal property. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.044. Rerecording. 

 (a) Not later than six months after August 30 of 1981 and of every 10th year 
 thereafter, each person who owns livestock mentioned in this chapter shall 
 have that person's marks and brands recorded with the county clerk, regardless 
 of whether or not the marks or brands have been previously recorded. 

 (b) The person who, according to the records of the county, first recorded the 
 mark or brand in the county is entitled to have the mark or brand recorded in 
 that person's name. If the records do not show who first recorded the mark or 
 brand in the county, the person who has been using the mark or brand the 
 longest is entitled to have it recorded in that person's name. 

 (c) After the expiration of six months from each recording under this section, 
 the marks and brands recorded prior to recording under this section have no 
 force and effect and only the records made after each recording under this 
 section may be examined or considered in recording marks and brands in the 
 county. 

 (d) Not later than the 30th day after the date a county clerk receives a record 
 relating to cattle or horses under this section, the clerk shall forward a copy of 
 the record to the association authorized to inspect livestock under 7 U.S.C. 
 Section 217a. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.121. Use of Unrecorded Mark or Brand. 

 (a) A person commits an offense if the person marks or brands any unmarked 
 or unbranded livestock with a mark or brand that is not recorded under this 
 chapter. 

 (b) An offense under this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to 
 exceed $500. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.122. Altering Mark or Brand. 

 (a) A person commits an offense if the person alters or changes a mark or brand 
 on livestock owned or controlled by that person without first having 
 changed the recorded mark or brand. 
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 (b) An offense under this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not 
 more than $500. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.124. Improperly Recording Brand. 

 (a) A person commits an offense if, as county clerk, the person records a brand 
 for which the person recording the brand fails to designate the part of the 
 animal on which the brand is to be placed. 

 (b) An offense under this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not 
 less than $10 nor more than $50. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.125. Counterbranding Without Owner’s Consent. 

 (a) A person commits an offense if the person violates Section 144.074(c) of this 
 code. 

 (b) An offense under this section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not 
 less than $10 nor more than $50 for each animal counterbranded. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.127. Reproduction or Destruction of Tattoo Mark. 

 (a) A person commits an offense if the person, without the consent of the 
 owner, reproduces, counterfeits, copies, adds to, takes from, imitates, 
 destroys, or removes a registered tattoo mark on livestock or aids in the  
 commission of one of those acts. 

 (b) An offense under this section is a felony punishable by imprisonment in the 
 Texas Department of Criminal Justice for not less than 2 years nor more than 12 
 years. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 144.128. Purchase, Sale, or Transportation of Tattooed 
Livestock Without Consent. 

 (a) A person commits an offense if the person: 

  (1) without consent of the owner, buys, sells, or barters, for that person  
  or another person, any livestock on which a registered tattoo mark has  
  been placed; 

  (2) without consent of the owner, transports over the highways of this  
  state any livestock on which a registered tattoo mark has been placed; or 

  (3) aids in the commission of an act under Subdivision (1) or (2) of this  
  subsection. 
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 (b) An offense under this section is a felony punishable by imprisonment in the 
 Texas Department of Criminal Justice for not less than 2 years nor more than 12 
 years. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 161.056. Animal Identification Program. 

 (a) In order to provide for disease control and enhance the ability to trace 
 disease-infected animals or animals that have been exposed to disease, the 
 commission may develop and implement an animal identification program that 
 is no more stringent than a federal animal disease traceability or other federal 
 animal identification program. 

 (b) Repealed by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 181, Sec. 2, eff. May 25, 2013. 

 (c) The commission may adopt rules to require the use of official identification 
 as part of the animal identification program under Subsection (a) for animal 
 disease control or animal emergency management. 

 (d) The commission may by a two-thirds vote adopt rules to provide for an 
 animal identification program more stringent than a program allowed by 
 Subsection (a) only for control of a specific animal disease or for animal 
 emergency management. 

 (e) Information collected by the commission under this section is exempt from 
 the public disclosure requirements of Chapter 552, Government Code. The 
 commission may provide information to another person, including a 
 governmental entity, without altering the confidential status of the 
 information. The commission may release information to: 

  (1) a person who owns or controls animals and seeks information   
  regarding those animals, if the person requests the information in  
  writing; 

  (2) the attorney general's office, for the purpose of law enforcement; 

  (3) the secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture, for the  
  purpose of animal health protection; 

  (4) the secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, for the   
  purpose of homeland security; 

  (5) the Department of State Health Services, for the purpose of   
  protecting the public health from zoonotic diseases; 

  (6) any person, under an order of a court of competent jurisdiction; 
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  (7) a state, municipal, or county emergency management authority, for  
  the purpose of management or response to natural or man-made   
  disasters; or 

  (8) any person the executive director of the commission considers  
  appropriate, if the executive director determines that: 

   (A) livestock may be threatened by a disease, agent, or pest; and 

   (B) the release of the information is related to actions the   
   commission may take under this section. 

 (f) Notwithstanding Subsection (e), the commission shall release information 
 collected under this section if the release is necessary for emergency 
 management purposes under Chapter 418, Government Code. The release of 
 information under this subsection does not alter the confidential status of the 
 information. 

 (g) Repealed by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 181, Sec. 2, eff. May 25, 2013. 

 (h) Repealed by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 181, Sec. 2, eff. May 25, 2013. 

 (i) The commission may adopt rules necessary to implement and enforce this 
 section. 

Tex. Agric. Code § 162.005. Identification of Cattle. 

If cattle examined by a veterinarian show a positive reaction to the tuberculin test or 
show evidence of tuberculosis infection by clinical or laboratory examination, the 
veterinarian shall: 

 (1) comply with any identification requirements of the commission; and 

 (2) not later than 48 hours after the identification, report the identification to 
 the commission, together with the location, description, and number of 
 animals identified. 


