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131st Legislature. The Second Reqular Session convened January 3, 2024. Statutory adjournment is
April 17, 2024.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 20. Confidential information.

1. Types of information. Information provided to the department voluntarily or
to fulfill reporting requirements is designated as confidential for the purposes
of Title 1, section 402, subsection 3, paragraph A if:

A. The person to whom the information belongs or pertains has
requested that it be designated as confidential; and

B. The department has determined that failure to designate the
information as confidential would provide competitors an opportunity to
obtain business or competitive advantage over the person to whom the
information belongs or pertains or would result in loss or other
significant detriment to that person.

Summary reports of information designated as confidential may be published using
aggregate data that does not reveal the activities of an individual person or firm.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 96. Use of prohibited substance; animals entered in events.

1. Prohibition on administration of prohibited substance. A person may not .
feed, inject, insert or otherwise administer or attempt to administer or \
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https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-1-administration/chapter-1-department-of-agriculture-food-and-rural-resources/section-20-confidential-information
https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-1-administration/chapter-4-agricultural-fairs-and-pulling-events/section-96-use-of-prohibited-substance-animals-entered-in-events
https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-1-administration/chapter-4-agricultural-fairs-and-pulling-events/section-97-pulling-events-between-animals
https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-2-marketing-grading-and-labeling/chapter-101-general-provisions/subchapter-2-grades-and-standards-for-farm-products/section-443-brands-labels-and-trademarks-revocation
https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-2-marketing-grading-and-labeling/chapter-101-general-provisions/subchapter-2-grades-and-standards-for-farm-products/section-446-inspections
https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-3-licensing-of-dealers-auctions/chapter-201-livestock-and-poultry/section-1307-records?searchWithin=true&listingIndexId=maine-statutes&q=livestock%20ear%20tag%20or%20brand&type=statute&sort=relevance&p=6&tab=keyword&jxs=
https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-4-livestock-disease-control/chapter-305-eradication-of-diseases/section-1812-brucellosis?searchWithin=true&listingIndexId=maine-statutes&q=animal%20identification&type=statute&sort=relevance&p=2
https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-4-livestock-disease-control/chapter-305-eradication-of-diseases/section-1820-a-equine-infectious-anemia?searchWithin=true&listingIndexId=maine-statutes&q=livestock%20ear%20tag%20or%20brand&type=statute&sort=relevance&p=11&tab=keyword&jxs=
https://casetext.com/statute/maine-statutes/title-7-agriculture-and-animals/part-9-animal-welfare/chapter-721-dog-licenses/section-3923-f-veterinarian-or-animal-shelter-serving-as-dog-licensing-agent?searchWithin=true&listingIndexId=maine-statutes&q=livestock%20ear%20tag%20or%20brand&type=statute&sort=relevance&p=14&tab=keyword&jxs=

instruct, aid or conspire with another person to administer or employ anyone
who administers or attempts to administer a prohibited substance to an animal.

2. Prohibited use or exhibition of drugged animal. A person may not enter or use in
an event an animal that has been administered a prohibited substance. The
commissioner may require that an animal be tested for the presence of a
prohibited substance before, during or after an event.

3. Animals subject to examination; scope; request for test. An animal entered in an
event is subject to examination under the direction of a licensed veterinarian or
an agent of the licensed veterinarian. The licensed veterinarian, with the
approval of the commissioner, may appoint technicians and agents to perform
duties under this section that are not prohibited by other provisions of law. The
examination may include physical, saliva, urine or blood tests or other tests or
procedures that the licensed veterinarian considers necessary to carry out the
purposes of this section. The licensed veterinarian may examine an animal
entered in an event if that animal is on the grounds of the event. The licensed
veterinarian also may examine an animal withdrawn by the owner of the
animal within 24 hours prior to an event for which the animal had been
entered. The pull superintendent appointed under section 99, subsection 1 may
undertake a visual examination of any animal entered in an event and may
request a licensed veterinarian or an agent of the licensed veterinarian to
undertake an examination under this subsection.

4. Refusal to submit animal for examination. The owner or driver may not refuse
to secure or restrain an animal for examination under this section by a licensed
veterinarian or a technician or agent of the licensed veterinarian and may not
interfere with the restraining or securing of an animal for that examination.

5. Presence of prohibited substance; prima facie evidence. If the chemical analysis
of a test performed under subsection 3 indicates the presence of a prohibited
substance, it is prima facie evidence that the substance has been administered
to the animal. For purposes of this section, each administration of a prohibited
substance to an animal and each occasion on which a prohibited substance was
administered in violation of subsection 1 constitutes a separate violation.

6. Authority of commissioner to make rules. The commissioner may adopt rules
relating to the administration of tests, the care and custody of test samples and
all other matters necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. Rules
adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

7. Responsibility of owner and driver for condition of animal. In the absence

of substantial evidence to the contrary, the owner and driver of an animal ( ( \
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are responsible for the condition of the animal, including the presence of a
prohibited substance, and are charged with knowledge of all the provisions
contained in this section and the rules adopted pursuant to this section. If the
owner is prevented from performing the owner's duties for an animal under
this subsection, by illness or other cause, or is absent from the event where an
animal under the owner's care is entered and stabled, the owner shall
immediately notify the secretary or general manager of the event.

8. Administrative hearing; suspension. In lieu of a civil action under subsection 9,
the commissioner may institute an administrative proceeding on any alleged
violation of this section. If the commissioner institutes an administrative
proceeding, the commissioner shall give notice and an opportunity for hearing
under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 4. Upon giving notice to a person who is
alleged to be in violation of this section, the commissioner shall immediately
prohibit that person from competing in an event within the State. This
prohibition remains in effect for 30 days or until the commissioner's decision
following the hearing is received, whichever occurs first, except that the
prohibition period is extended by any delays of the hearing requested by the
person against whom the violation is alleged.

If the person against whom the violation is alleged does not request a hearing
or if, after a hearing, the commissioner finds the person has committed the
violation, the commissioner shall prohibit that person from competing in any
event within the State for a period of 2 years for the first offense, 3 years for the
2nd offense and 5 years for the 3rd and subsequent offenses and shall also
exclude the animal from competing in any event within the State for a period of
one year. The commissioner may also, in an adjudicatory proceeding, in lieu of
a civil action under subsection 9, impose an administrative penalty not to
exceed $1,000 for a violation of this section.

The commissioner may establish, by rule, a schedule of administrative
penalties for violations of this section that includes fines and prohibitions on
competing. The schedule must be based on the severity of the violation. Rules
adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

9. Civil violations. A person who violates subsection 1, 2 or 4 commits a civil
violation for which the following may be adjudged:

A. For the first violation, a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500;
or

B. For a 2nd or subsequent violation, a fine of not less than $500

nor more than $1,000. ( \
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Fines adjudged under this subsection must be deposited in the General Fund.

10. Suspension. When a violation is adjudicated under subsection 9, the
commissioner shall immediately suspend the person adjudicated to have
committed the violation from participating in events for a period of 2 years for
the first offense, 3 years for the 2nd offense and 5 years for the 3rd and
subsequent offenses and shall also exclude the animal involved from competing
in any event for a period of one year. An action by the commissioner based upon
an adjudication under this section is automatic, and there is no right to a
hearing before the commissioner on the suspension. A person who participated
in an event during any period of suspension or prohibition ordered by the
commissioner under this subsection or subsection 8 and the owner of any
animal that competes during a period of suspension or prohibition commit an
additional violation of this section.

11. Forfeiture. The owner of an animal found to have been administered a
prohibited substance in violation of this section forfeits all prize money and
any trophies, ribbons and points won at an event by the affected animal. The
prize money and trophies, ribbons and points must be redistributed by the
secretary or general manager of the event in accordance with its rules or
bylaws.

12. Exception; therapeutic use of drugs. This section does not prohibit the
administration to an animal of a drug the use of which is required for treatment
of an illness or condition unrelated to the performance of the animal in an
event. An animal in an event that receives a medication that contains a
prohibited substance is not eligible for the event, unless the following
requirements have been met and the information requested is submitted as a
statement in writing to the secretary or general manager of the event.

A. The medication must be therapeutic and necessary for treatment of an
illness or injury.

B. The animal must be withdrawn from the event for a period of at least
2/ hours after medication has been administered.

C. Only a licensed veterinarian or an owner acting under the direction of
a licensed veterinarian may administer medication. The owner may
administer medication under the direction of a licensed veterinarian if
the licensed veterinarian has assumed responsibility for making medical
judgments regarding the health of the animal, has sufficient knowledge
of the animal to make a general or preliminary diagnosis of the animal

and is readily available to care for the animal in the event of an )
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adverse reaction to medication or the failure of the owner to adhere to a
therapy regimen.

D. The amount, strength and mode of administration of medication must
be identified.

E. The statement must include the date and time of the administration of
medication.

F. The animal must be identified by name, age, sex, color and entry
number.

G. The statement must contain the diagnosis and reason for
administering the medication.

H. The statement must be signed by the person administering the
medication.

I. The statement must be filed with the secretary or general manager of
the event within one hour after the administration of medication or one
hour after the secretary or general manager of the event returns to duty,
if the administration is at a time other than during event hours.

J. The statement must be signed by the secretary or general manager of
the event and the time of receipt of the statement must be recorded on
the statement by the secretary or general manager.

If the chemical analysis of a sample taken pursuant to subsection 3 from the
animal treated under this subsection indicates the presence of a prohibited
substance and all the requirements of this subsection have been met, the
information contained in the statement and any other relevant evidence must
be considered at a hearing provided under subsection 8 in determining whether
there has been a violation of any provision of this section.

13. Inapplicability to horse racing. This section does not affect laws governing
horse racing or affect horse sales or horse auction sales when those sales are
solely for the sale of racehorses or breeding stock that are used in the
production of racehorses and when those sales are held or conducted on the
premises of a racing association under the jurisdiction of, and with the
authorization and approval of, the State Harness Racing Commission.

As used in this subsection, "racehorse" means a live horse, including a stallion,
mare, gelding, ridgeling, colt or filly, that is eligible to participate in a horse
racing contest in this State where pari-mutuel racing is permitted under the
rules adopted by the State Harness Racing Commission. This subsection

does not exempt racehorses. ( ( \
_/
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Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 97. Pulling events between animals.

1. Permit required. A person or entity may not sponsor a public or private pulling
event between animals or pairs of animals within the State without a permit
from the commissioner issued in accordance with this section and rules
adopted pursuant to this section.

2. Application. A person or entity shall make an application for a permit in
writing to the commissioner at least 10 days prior to the date on which a pulling
event is intended to take place. The applicant shall provide the name of the
person or entity conducting the event, the date and place the event is to be held
and the names of the pull superintendent and superintendent assistants
appointed to officiate at the event. One application and one permit may include
one or more separate events when specified. Permits granted under this section
are not transferable.

3. Fees. The commissioner shall charge a permit fee of $40 per pull day for an
event sponsored by a person or entity receiving a stipend under section 86. The
commissioner shall charge a seasonal permit fee of $75 to a person or entity
that does not receive a stipend under section 86. The seasonal permit covers all
pulls conducted by that entity for the year in which the permit is issued. All
revenue derived from the permit fees must be deposited in a nonlapsing
dedicated account.

4. Statutory rules. A permit may not be issued under this section unless the
person or entity conducting the event has adopted the following rules
governing the conduct of each pulling event.

A. All drivers who are to compete in contests must have their teams ready
at the published starting time. All classes must be closed after the
positions are drawn. Classes must start as nearly as possible to the
published time.

B. Check weighing must be allowed prior to the official weigh-in. All
weighing must be done in the forenoon if possible. Teams must have on
halters. Horses and ponies must have on shoes.

C. Measuring must be in a straight line to the nearest point on the drag.
Line-to-line measuring is allowed. The front of the drag must touch the
line before turning. To get the full-line measure, the drag must be
turned more than 1/2 way or the back of the drag must be over the line.

A
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D. Teams must stay hooked to the drag at all times. Unhitching and
rehitching are not allowed.
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E. An actual separation, breaking or bending of equipment constitutes a
breakdown. A team breaking down may take the distance pulled or return
to the last position and pull over. Only one breakdown is allowed.

F. Time limits are a maximum of 5 minutes. Time starts when the drag is
moved. The time limit to hook on in distance pulls is 3 minutes.

G. On horses, the very light use of the reins on the hindquarters only is
allowed and over and under is not allowed. Whips, brads or goads are not
allowed. Reins may not be doubled up. Electrical or electronic devices are
not allowed. Open bridles are not allowed. Ponies may not be struck
except in a sweepstakes, when they may be struck with a cap or bare
open hand.

H. On oxen, the use of the goad must be very light. The goad may not
have a brad in it, only a plain yoke and chain or pole that may be pulled,
except that a rope may be allowed in children's classes as provided in
rules adopted pursuant to subsection 5. All chains must be covered to the
hook. Plastic goads are not allowed. The goad stick may not be over 4 feet
long unless approved by the pull superintendent and may not exceed 1/2
inch in diameter on the small end. The goad stick may be taped but not
weighted. The stick may be used lightly on the face to control the oxen
but not around the eyes.

I. Any number of helpers is allowed to help hitch. After hitch-on, there
may be no more than 2 helpers. The helpers shall stay behind the drag
unless needed to help the driver. The helpers may not have a stick. This
paragraph applies to distance pulls only.

J. All participants must be properly dressed. Proper language must be
used at all times. Any participant under the influence of alcohol or other
intoxicating substances must be disqualified from the contest. Tests may
be made to determine intoxication. The drinking of intoxicating
beverages by participants in and around the ring is prohibited.

K. The person or entity sponsoring the event decides the splitting of
teams.

L. Heading of horses or oxen is not allowed. One inch pulled constitutes a
hitch. Stepping over the rail counts as a hitch and 5 minutes are allowed

for hitching. Three attempts may be made within that period. Time taken

out to position the drag for the next pull may not be counted. Drivers

may not be changed after the first load is pulled. A team deliberately

driven over the rail is disqualified from the contest. In case of a tie ’

on the longest distance, the 2nd-longest distances already pulled ( E
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will take first place. Persons acting as eveners shall remain quiet after
hitching on. This paragraph does not apply to distance pulls.

M. There may not be heading of horses after a pull starts unless there is a
mix-up, snarl or breakdown.

N. A substantial barrier must be maintained at the end of the ring toward
which the pull is proceeding to prevent or substantially impede
runaways. A driver losing control of the team is disqualified
immediately.

0. There is 100 pounds' tolerance on draft steers and oxen on and after
Labor Day weekend.

P. An animal that is thin or dehydrated, shows open sores or is lame is
disqualified.

Q. Before a team is allowed to pull, the owner shall provide a certificate
of liability insurance in the amount of $300,000.

R. An animal must have an ear tag or microchip implant for
identification purposes. The pull superintendent or the assistant pull
superintendent shall verify the animal's identification at the time of
weigh-in and at the time of entry.

5. Rules. The commissioner may, with the advice of the Pull Events Commission,
adopt rules necessary to carry out the purposes of this section and sections 98
and 99. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 443. Brands, labels and trademarks; revocation.

The commissioner may determine or design brands, labels or trademarks for
identifying farm products, sardines and, subject to the additional conditions of this
section, other natural resource products and commodities, packed in accordance with
such official grades and standards established as provided by law and may furnish
information to packers and shippers as to where those labels and trademarks may be
obtained. A written application to the commissioner requesting permission to use
brands, labels or trademarks, and a written acceptance by the commissioner or duly
authorized assistants, shall be a condition precedent to the use of those brands, labels
or trademarks. The right to use those brands, labels or trademarks may be suspended
or revoked in a manner consistent with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title
5, chapter 375, whenever it appears on investigation that they have been used to
identify farm products, sardines or other natural resource products and commodities

not in fact conforming to the grade indicated. ( ( \
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1. Nonagricultural products. Before any natural resource product or commodity
that is not a farm product is eligible to use a brand, label or trademark designed
by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, a
commissioner of any other department with regulatory authority, marketing or
promotion responsibility or other authority for that product or commodity
shall determine whether the use of the brand, label or trademark is in the best
interests of packers and shippers of the product or commodity and shall request
that the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry permit the
use of the brand, label or trademark in accordance with the provisions of this
subchapter. Grades and standards may be established by reference to marketing
orders or to federal or state laws and regulations. Grades and standards may
also be established through joint rulemaking by the appropriate department
and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.

2. Marine resource products. All marine resource products, as defined in Title 12,
section 6001, except sardines, are excluded from the provisions of this
subchapter except when the Commissioner of Marine Resources finds that a
resource and its related industry would benefit by participation.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 446. Inspections.

The commissioner or the commissioner's duly authorized agents may inspect any
fruits, vegetables, poultry, eggs, farm products, livestock or other commodities that
are marked, branded or labeled in accordance with official grades or standards
established and adopted by the commissioner for the purpose of determining and
certifying the quality and condition thereof and other material facts relative thereto.
Certificates issued in pursuance of that inspection and executed by the inspector must
state the date and place of inspection, the grade, condition and approximate quality of
the fruits, vegetables, poultry, eggs, farm products, livestock or other commodities
inspected and such other pertinent facts as the commissioner may require. Such a
certificate relative to the condition or quality of the farm products is prima facie
evidence in all courts of the State of the facts required to be stated in the certificate.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 1307. Records.

The commissioner may require licensed livestock and poultry dealers to keep certain
records of transactions in any or all classes of livestock and poultry. The department
may establish by rule the length of time that records kept by persons engaging in
dealing livestock and poultry must be retained.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 1455. Records.

The operator shall keep complete records of all sales transactions, which must be

available for inspection by the commissioner. The department may establish, by (
rule, the length of time that a person who conducts an auction must retain these (
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records. These records must indicate the origins of the animals sold, the name and
address of the person purchasing the animals and the destination of those animals.
Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter II-A.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 1812. Brucellosis.

The commissioner shall, in a manner consistent with the Maine Administrative
Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, formulate and implement rules, regulations and
methods of procedure generally adopted for the prevention, control and eradication of
brucellosis.

Cattle brought into the State may enter pursuant to the provisions of 9 Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 78.

For the prevention and control of brucellosis, the commissioner shall continue to
conduct recognized tests on all the herds in the State as required to maintain United
States Department of Agriculture certification that the State is free of brucellosis. Such
tests must be conducted by regularly employed federal or state veterinarians or
technicians or authorized veterinarians and tested by the state laboratory. All animals
showing a positive reaction to the test must be identified by a ''reactor' ear tag and
brand and must be slaughtered, except vaccinated animals under 14 months of age.

Officially vaccinated calves, if purebred, must be properly identified by an official ear
tag provided by the department or registration papers or tattoo number. Grade
animals must be tagged with an official ear tag. All officially vaccinated calves must be
tattooed with the official state tattoo mark. Evidence of vaccination must be the
official state tattoo mark and either a vaccination ear tag or a tattoo number.

Any person who tampers, with an intent to change or destroy, with a vaccination
identification ear tag, official state tattoo mark, tattoo number or the identification on
a registration paper shall be subject to a civil penalty of $5,000 for each incident,
payable to the State, to be recovered in a civil action.

For the purpose of this section, the term "officially vaccinated" means a vaccination
against brucellosis that complies with the requirements for such vaccination
established by the United States Department of Agriculture.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 1820-A. Equine infectious anemia.

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the
following terms have the following meanings.

A. "Official test'" means any test approved by the commissioner for the
detection of equine infectious anemia. "Official test" includes, but .
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is not limited to, the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay, or ELISA
test, and the agar gel immunodiffusion, AGID, or Coggins test.

B. "Quarantine' means to confine an equine to a stable or pasture in a
manner that will prevent the spread of equine infectious anemia.

2. Duties of commissioner. The commissioner shall:

A. Require a negative Coggins test, taken within 36 months, on all
equines raced on, exhibited at or stabled at racetracks or fairgrounds.
The commissioner shall require a negative test from all equines entering
this State within 12 months before the date of entry and may require any
equines to be tested prior to entering the State. Any equine not tested or
required by the commissioner to be tested prior to entering this State
must be quarantined until tested at the owner's expense;

B. Require that any equine having a positive test be immediately
quarantined and isolated from other equines pending a 2nd test done by
a state veterinarian; and

C. Require that all other equines on the premises where an equine has
tested positive remain on the premises pending an investigation and
testing as the commissioner determines necessary.

3. Disposition of reactors. Any equine that has a positive 2nd test pursuant to
subsection 2 must be considered a reactor. A reactor must be:

A. Humanely euthanized within 7 days of the 2nd test. Euthanasia must
be performed by a licensed veterinarian or as the commissioner directs.
A veterinarian euthanizing a reactor shall report the euthanasia to the
commissioner within 2 working days;

B. Freeze branded with a brand with an "11 EIA'" no less than 4 inches in
height on the left side of the neck and shipped directly to a United States
Department of Agriculture slaughter facility under a federal order; or

C. Freeze branded with a brand with an "11 EIA" no less than 4 inches in
height on the left side of the neck and permanently quarantined and
isolated from all other equines. The reactor must be kept a minimum of
1/4 mile from the nearest paddock, pasture or barn having an equine
species or may be kept within 1/4 mile if the reactor is immediately
placed and kept at all times in a screened-in enclosure acceptable to the
commissioner.

4. Surcharge. A person submitting a sample to the department for an

official test for equine infectious anemia shall pay a surcharge of $4 for ( ( \
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each sample tested by the department. The commissioner shall collect the
surcharge and deposit all money received under this subsection into the animal
welfare auxiliary fund established under section 3906-B, subsection 16. All
revenue collected pursuant to this subsection must be used for investigating
alleged cases of mistreatment or abuse of equines and enhancing enforcement
of this Part and Title 17, chapter 42 as these laws pertain to equines and for
costs associated with department laboratory services needed to control or
eradicate diseases affecting equines.

Me. Stat. tit. 7 § 3923-F. Veterinarian or animal shelter serving as dog
licensing agent.

The commissioner may authorize an animal shelter licensed in accordance with
chapter 723 and a veterinarian licensed in accordance with Title 32, chapter 71-A to
issue dog licenses under section 3923-A. The commissioner shall adopt rules to
implement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. The rules must provide a
process for identifying animal shelters and veterinarians who are willing to serve as
dog licensing agents for distributing license blanks, tags and stickers, and for the
collection, distribution and deposit of license fees into the appropriate state accounts.
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