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States’ Animal Cruelty Statutes: Illinois 
 

65 ILCS 5/11-5-6 
720 ILCS 5/48-1 through 11 

510 ILCS 70/1 through 17 
510 ILCS 75/0.01 through 8 

 
Current with legislation through P.A. 103-583 of the 2023 Regular Session of the 103rd General 
Assembly. 
 
65 ILCS 5/11-5-6. Cruelty to animals. 
 
The corporate authorities of each municipality may prohibit cruelty to animals. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-1. Dog fighting. 
 
(For other provisions that may apply to dog fighting, see the Humane Care for 
Animals Act. For provisions similar to this Section that apply to animals other than 
dogs, see in particular Section 4.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act.) 
 
 (a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any dog which he or she 
 knows is intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
 featuring or otherwise involving a fight between the dog and any other animal 
 or human, or the intentional killing of any dog for the purpose of sport, 
 wagering, or entertainment. 
 
 (b) No person may promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or 
 in any other manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, 
 wagering, or entertainment of any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
 involving a fight between 2 or more dogs or any dog and human, or the 
 intentional killing of any dog. 
 
 (c) No person may sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or 
 deliver or receive any dog which he or she knows has been captured, bred, or 
 trained, or will be used, to fight another dog or human or be intentionally 
 killed for purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

https://casetext.com/statute/illinois-compiled-statutes/government/chapter-65-municipalities/act-5-illinois-municipal-code/article-11-corporate-powers-and-functions-public-health-safety-and-welfare-police-protection-and-public-order/division-5-public-order-regulations/section-65-ilcs-511-5-6-cruelty-to-animals
https://casetext.com/statute/illinois-compiled-statutes/rights-and-remedies/chapter-720-criminal-offenses/subchapter-criminal-code/act-5-criminal-code-of-2012/title-v-added-articles/article-48-animals
https://casetext.com/statute/illinois-compiled-statutes/rights-and-remedies/chapter-720-criminal-offenses/subchapter-criminal-code/act-5-criminal-code-of-2012/title-v-added-articles/article-48-animals
https://casetext.com/statute/illinois-compiled-statutes/agriculture-and-conservation/chapter-510-animals/act-70-humane-care-for-animals-act
https://casetext.com/statute/illinois-compiled-statutes/agriculture-and-conservation/chapter-510-animals/act-75-humane-slaughter-of-livestock-act
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 (c-5) No person may solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
 
 (d) No person may manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation, or delivery 
 any device or equipment which he or she knows or should know is intended for 
 use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise 
 involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any human and dog, or the 
 intentional killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
 entertainment. 
 
 (e) No person may own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or 
 otherwise move any equipment or device which he or she knows or should 
 know is intended for use in connection with any show, exhibition, program, or 
 activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any 
 dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes of sport, 
 wagering or entertainment. 
 
 (f) No person may knowingly make available any site, structure, or facility, 
 whether enclosed or not, that he or she knows is intended to be used for the 
 purpose of conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
 involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the 
 intentional killing of any dog or knowingly manufacture, distribute, or deliver 
 fittings to be used in a fight between 2 or more dogs or a dog and human. 
 
 (g) No person may knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, 
 exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight 
 between 2 or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any 
 dog for purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 
 
 (h) No person may tie or attach or fasten any live animal to any machine or 
 device propelled by any power for the purpose of causing the animal to be 
 pursued by a dog or dogs. This subsection (h) applies only when the dog is 
 intended to be used in a dog fight. 
 
 (i) Sentence. 
 
  (1) Any person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), (c), or (h)  
  of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony for a first violation and a  
  Class 3 felony for a second or subsequent violation, and may be fined an  
  amount not to exceed $50,000. 
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  (1.5) A person who knowingly owns a dog for fighting purposes or for  
  producing a fight between 2 or more dogs or a dog and human or who  
  knowingly offers for sale or sells a dog bred for fighting is guilty of a  
  Class 3 felony and may be fined an amount not to exceed $50,000, if the  
  dog participates in a dogfight and any of the following factors is present: 
 
   (i) the dogfight is performed in the presence of a person under 18  
   years of age; 
 
   (ii) the dogfight is performed for the purpose of or in the presence 
   of illegal wagering activity; or 
 
   (iii) the dogfight is performed in furtherance of streetgang related 
   activity as defined in Section 10 of the Illinois Streetgang   
   Terrorism Omnibus Prevention Act. 
 
  (1.7) A person convicted of violating subsection (c-5) of this Section is  
  guilty of a Class 4 felony. 
 
  (2) Any person convicted of violating subsection (d) or (e) of this Section  
  is guilty of a Class 4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent  
  violation of subsection (d) or (e) of this Section is a Class 3 felony. 
 
  (2.5) Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this Section is  
  guilty of a Class 4 felony. Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) 
  of this Section in which the site, structure, or facility made available to  
  violate subsection (f) is located within 1,000 feet of a school, public park, 
  playground, child care institution, day care center, part day child care  
  facility, day care home, group day care home, or a facility providing  
  programs or services exclusively directed toward persons under 18 years  
  of age is guilty of a Class 3 felony for a first violation and a Class 2 felony  
  for a second or subsequent violation. 
 
  (3) Any person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section is  
  guilty of a Class 4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent  
  violation of subsection (g) of this Section is a Class 3 felony. If a person  
  under 13 years of age is present at any show, exhibition, program,   
  or other activity prohibited in subsection (g), the parent, legal   
  guardian, or other person who is 18 years of age or older who   
  brings that person under 13 years of age to that show, exhibition,   
 program, or other activity is guilty of a Class 3 felony for a first   
 violation and a Class 2 felony for a second or subsequent violation. 
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 (i-5) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the 
 property forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal 
 Procedure of 1963. 
 
 (j) Any dog or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be 
 immediately seized and impounded under Section 12 of the Humane Care for 
 Animals Act when located at any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
 featuring or otherwise involving a dog fight for the purposes of sport, 
 wagering, or entertainment. 
 
 (k) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in 
 violation of this Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public 
 auction by the sheriff's department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds 
 from the sale shall be remitted to the general fund of the county where the 
 violation took place. 
 
 (l) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with a dog for treatment of 
 injuries or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable 
 possibility that the dog was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the 
 purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment shall file a report with the 
 Department of Agriculture and cooperate by furnishing the owners' names, 
 dates, and descriptions of the dog or dogs involved. Any veterinarian who in 
 good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has immunity 
 from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
 actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of 
 the veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 
 
 (m) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for 
 violating this Section, the court may order that the convicted person and 
 persons dwelling in the same household as the convicted person who 
 conspired, aided, or abetted in the unlawful act that was the basis of the 
 conviction, or who knew or should have known of the unlawful act, may not 
 own, harbor, or have custody or control of any dog or other animal for a period 
 of time that the court deems reasonable. 
 
 (n) A violation of subsection (a) of this Section may be inferred from 
 evidence that the accused possessed any device or equipment described  in 
 subsection (d), (e), or (h) of this Section, and also possessed any dog. 
 
 (o) When no longer required for investigations or court proceedings 
 relating to the events described or depicted therein, evidence relating to 
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 convictions for violations of this Section shall be retained and made available 
 for use in training peace officers in detecting and identifying violations of this 
 Section. Such evidence shall be made available upon request to other law 
 enforcement agencies and to schools certified under the Illinois Police Training 
 Act. 
 
 (p) For the purposes of this Section, “school” has the meaning ascribed to it in 
 Section 11-9.3 of this Code; and “public park”, “playground”, “child care 
 institution”, “day care center”, “part day child care facility”, “day care home”, 
 “group day care home”, and “facility providing programs or services 
 exclusively directed toward persons under 18 years of age” have the meanings 
 ascribed to them in Section 11-9.4 of this Code. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-2. Animal research and production facilities protection 
 
 (a) Definitions. 
 
  “Animal” means every living creature, domestic or wild, but does not  
  include man.  
 
  “Animal facility” means any facility engaging in legal scientific research  
  or agricultural production of or involving the use of animals including  
  any organization with a primary purpose of representing livestock  
  production or processing, any organization with a primary purpose of  
  promoting or marketing livestock or livestock products, any person  
  licensed to practice veterinary medicine, any institution as defined in the 
  Impounding and Disposition of Stray Animals Act, and any organization  
  with a primary purpose of representing any such person, organization,  
  or institution. “Animal facility” shall include the owner, operator, and  
  employees of any animal facility and any premises where animals are  
  located. 
 
  “Director” means the Director of the Illinois Department of Agriculture  
  or the Director's authorized representative. 
 
 (b) Legislative Declaration. There has been an increasing number of illegal acts 
 committed against animal research and production facilities involving injury or 
 loss of life to humans or animals, criminal trespass and damage to property. 
 These actions not only abridge the property rights of the owner of  the facility, 
 they may also damage the public interest by jeopardizing crucial 
 scientific, biomedical, or agricultural research or production. These 
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 actions can also threaten the public safety by possibly exposing communities to 
 serious public health concerns and creating traffic hazards. These actions may 
 substantially disrupt or damage publicly funded research and can result in the 
 potential loss of physical and intellectual property. Therefore, it is in the 
 interest of the people of the State of Illinois to protect the welfare of humans 
 and animals as well as productive use of public funds to require regulation to 
 prevent unauthorized possession, alteration, destruction, or transportation of 
 research records, test data, research materials, equipment, research and 
 agricultural production animals. 
 
 (c) It shall be unlawful for any person: 
 
  (1) to release, steal, or otherwise intentionally cause the death, injury, or  
  loss of any animal at or from an animal facility and not authorized by  
  that facility; 
 
  (2) to damage, vandalize, or steal any property in or on an animal   
  facility; 
  
  (3) to obtain access to an animal facility by false pretenses for the   
  purpose of performing acts not authorized by that facility; 
 
  (4) to enter into an animal facility with an intent to destroy, alter,   
  duplicate, or obtain unauthorized possession of records, data, materials,  
  equipment, or animals; 
 
  (5) by theft or deception knowingly to obtain control or to exert control  
  over records, data, material, equipment, or animals of any animal   
  facility for the purpose of depriving the rightful owner or animal facility  
  of the records, material, data, equipment, or animals or for the purpose  
  of concealing, abandoning, or destroying these records, material, data,  
  equipment, or animals; or 
 
  (6) to enter or remain on an animal facility with the intent to commit an  
  act prohibited under this Section. 
 
 (d) Sentence. 
 
  (1) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (c) shall be  
  guilty of a Class 4 felony for each violation, unless the loss, theft,   
 or damage to the animal facility property exceeds $300 in value. 
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  (2) If the loss, theft, or damage to the animal facility property exceeds  
  $300 in value but does not exceed $10,000 in value, the person is guilty  
  of a Class 3 felony. 
 
  (3) If the loss, theft, or damage to the animal facility property exceeds  
  $10,000 in value but does not exceed $100,000 in value, the person is  
  guilty of a Class 2 felony. 
 
  (4) If the loss, theft, or damage to the animal facility property exceeds  
  $100,000 in value, the person is guilty of a Class 1 felony. 
 
  (5) Any person who, with the intent that any violation of any provision of 
  subsection (c) be committed, agrees with another to the commission of  
  the violation and commits an act in furtherance of this agreement is  
  guilty of the same class of felony as provided in paragraphs (1) through  
  (4) of this subsection for that violation. 
 
  (6) Restitution. 
 
   (A) The court shall conduct a hearing to determine the reasonable  
   cost of replacing materials, data, equipment, animals and records  
   that may have been damaged, destroyed, lost or cannot be   
   returned, and the reasonable cost of repeating any    
   experimentation that may have been interrupted or invalidated as  
   a result of a violation of subsection (c). 
 
   (B) Any persons convicted of a violation shall be ordered jointly  
   and severally to make restitution to the owner, operator, or both,  
   of the animal facility in the full amount of the reasonable cost  
   determined under paragraph (A). 
  
 (e) Private right of action. Nothing in this Section shall preclude any animal 
 facility injured in its business or property by a violation of this Section from 
 seeking appropriate relief under any other provision of law or remedy including 
 the issuance of a permanent injunction against any person who violates any 
 provision of this Section. The animal facility owner or operator may 
 petition the court to permanently enjoin the person from violating this 
 Section and the court shall provide this relief. 
 
 (f) The Director shall have authority to investigate any alleged violation  of this 
Section, along with any other law enforcement agency, and may  take any 
action within the Director's authority necessary for the  enforcement of this 
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Section. State's Attorneys, State police and other law  enforcement officials shall 
provide any assistance required in the conduct of an  investigation and prosecution. 
Before the Director reports a violation for  prosecution he or she may give the 
owner or operator of the animal facility and  the alleged violator an opportunity to 
present his or her views at an  administrative hearing. The Director may adopt any 
rules and regulations  necessary for the enforcement of this Section. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-3. Hunter or fisherman interference. 
 
 (a) Definitions. As used in this Section: 
 
  “Aquatic life” means all fish, reptiles, amphibians, crayfish, and mussels 
  the taking of which is authorized by the Fish and Aquatic Life Code. 
 
  “Interfere with” means to take any action that physically impedes,  
  hinders, or obstructs the lawful taking of wildlife or aquatic life. 
 
  “Taking” means the capture or killing of wildlife or aquatic life and  
  includes travel, camping, and other acts preparatory to taking which  
  occur on lands or waters upon which the affected person has the right or  
  privilege to take such wildlife or aquatic life. 
 
  “Wildlife” means any wildlife the taking of which is authorized by the  
  Wildlife Code and includes those species that are lawfully released by  
  properly licensed permittees of the Department of Natural Resources. 
 
 (b) A person commits hunter or fisherman interference when he or she 
 intentionally or knowingly: 
 
  (1) obstructs or interferes with the lawful taking of wildlife or aquatic life 
  by another person with the specific intent to prevent that lawful taking; 
 
  (2) drives or disturbs wildlife or aquatic life for the purpose of disrupting 
  a lawful taking of wildlife or aquatic life; 
 
  (3) blocks, impedes, or physically harasses another person who is   
  engaged in the process of lawfully taking wildlife or aquatic life; 
  
  (4) uses natural or artificial visual, aural, olfactory, gustatory, or   
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  physical stimuli to affect wildlife or aquatic life behavior in order to  
  hinder or prevent the lawful taking of wildlife or aquatic life; 
 
  (5) erects barriers with the intent to deny ingress or egress to or from  
  areas where the lawful taking of wildlife or aquatic life may occur; 
 
  (6) intentionally interjects himself or herself into the line of fire or  
  fishing lines of a person lawfully taking wildlife or aquatic life; 
 
  (7) affects the physical condition or placement of personal or public  
  property intended for use in the lawful taking of wildlife or aquatic life in 
  order to impair the usefulness of the property or prevent the use of the  
  property; 
 
  (8) enters or remains upon or over private lands without the permission  
  of the owner or the owner's agent, with the intent to violate this   
  subsection; 
 
  (9) fails to obey the order of a peace officer to desist from conduct in  
  violation of this subsection (b) if the officer observes the conduct, or has  
  reasonable grounds to believe that the person has engaged in the   
  conduct that day or that the person plans or intends to engage in the  
  conduct that day on a specific premises; or 
 
  (10) uses a drone in a way that interferes with another person's lawful  
  taking of wildlife or aquatic life. For the purposes of this paragraph (10),  
  “drone” means any aerial vehicle that does not carry a human operator. 
 
 (c) Exemptions; defenses. 
 
  (1) This Section does not apply to actions performed by authorized  
  employees of the Department of Natural Resources, duly accredited  
  officers of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, or  
  other peace officers if the actions are authorized by law and are   
  necessary for the performance of their official duties. 
 
  (2) This Section does not apply to landowners, tenants, or lease holders  
  exercising their legal rights to the enjoyment of land, including, but not  
  limited to, farming and restricting trespass. 
 
  (3) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution for a violation of  
  this Section that the defendant's conduct is protected by his or her 
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  right to freedom of speech under the constitution of this State or the  
  United States. 
 
  (4) Any interested parties may engage in protests or other free speech  
  activities adjacent to or on the perimeter of the location where the lawful 
  taking of wildlife or aquatic life is taking place, provided that none of the  
  provisions of this Section are being violated. 
 
 (d) Sentence. A first violation of paragraphs (1) through (8) of subsection (b) is 
 a Class B misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of paragraphs (1) 
 through (8) of subsection (b) is a Class A misdemeanor for which imprisonment 
 for not less than 7 days shall be imposed. A person guilty of a second or 
 subsequent violation of paragraphs (1) through (8) of subsection (b) is not 
 eligible for court supervision. A violation of paragraph (9) or (10) of subsection 
 (b) is a Class A misdemeanor. A court shall revoke, for a period of one year to 5 
 years, any Illinois hunting, fishing, or trapping privilege, license or permit of 
 any person convicted of violating any provision of this Section. For purposes of 
 this subsection, a “second or subsequent violation” means a conviction under 
 paragraphs (1) through (8) of subsection (b) of this Section within 2 years of a 
 prior violation arising from a separate set of circumstances. 
 
 (e) Injunctions; damages. 
 
  (1) Any court may enjoin conduct which would be in violation of   
  paragraphs (1) through (8) or (10) of subsection (b) upon petition by a  
  person affected or who reasonably may be affected by the conduct, upon  
  a showing that the conduct is threatened or that it has occurred on a  
  particular premises in the past and that it is not unreasonable to expect  
  that under similar circumstances it will be repeated. 
 
  (2) A court shall award all resulting costs and damages to any person  
  adversely affected by a violation of paragraphs (1) through (8) or (10) of  
  subsection (b), which may include an award for punitive damages. In  
  addition to other items of special damage, the measure of damages  
  may include expenditures of the affected person for license and   
  permit fees, travel, guides, special equipment and supplies, to the   
  extent that these expenditures were rendered futile by prevention of the  
  taking of wildlife or aquatic life. 
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720 ILCS 5/48-4. Obtaining certificate of registration by false pretenses. 
 
 (a) A person commits obtaining certificate of registration by false pretenses 
 when he or she, by any false pretense, obtains from any club, association, 
 society or company for improving the breed of cattle, horses, sheep, swine, or 
 other domestic animals, a certificate of registration of any animal in the herd 
 register, or other register of any club, association, society or company, or a 
 transfer of the registration. 
 
 (b) A person commits obtaining certificate of registration by false pretenses 
 when he or she knowingly gives a false pedigree of any animal. 
 
 (c) Sentence. Obtaining certificate of registration by false pretenses is a Class A 
 misdemeanor. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-5. Horse mutilation. 
 
 (a) A person commits horse mutilation when he or she cuts the solid part of the 
 tail of any horse in the operation known as docking, or by any other operation 
 performed for the purpose of shortening the tail, and whoever shall cause the 
 same to be done, or assist in doing this cutting, unless the same is proved to be 
 a benefit to the horse. 
 
 (b) Sentence. Horse mutilation is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-6. Horse racing false entry. 
 
 (a) That in order to encourage the breeding of and improvement in trotting, 
 running and pacing horses in the State, it is hereby made unlawful for any 
 person or persons knowingly to enter or cause to be entered for competition, or 
 knowingly to compete with any horse, mare, gelding, colt or filly under any 
 other than its true name or out of its proper class for any purse, prize, 
 premium, stake or sweepstakes offered or given by any agricultural or other 
 society, association, person or persons in the State where the prize, purse, 
 premium, stake or sweepstakes is to be decided by a contest of speed. 
 
 (b) The name of any horse, mare, gelding, colt or filly, for the purpose of entry 
 for competition or performance in any contest of speed, shall be the name 
 under which the horse has publicly performed, and shall not be changed after 
 having once so performed or contested for a prize, purse, premium, stake 
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or  sweepstakes, except as provided by the code of printed rules of the society or 
 association under which the contest is advertised to be conducted. 
 
 (c) The official records shall be received in all courts as evidence upon the trial 
 of any person under the provisions of this Section. 
 
 (d) Sentence. A violation of subsection (a) is a Class 4 felony. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-7. Feeding garbage to animals. 
 
 (a) Definitions. As used in this Section: 
 
  “Department” means the Department of Agriculture of the State of  
  Illinois.  
 
  “Garbage” has the same meaning as in the federal Swine Health 
  Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 3802) and also includes putrescible vegetable  
  waste. “Garbage” does not include the contents of the bovine digestive  
  tract. 
 
  “Person” means any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, 
  or other legal entity, any public or private institution, the State, or any  
  municipal corporation or political subdivision of the State. 
 
 (b) A person commits feeding garbage to animals when he or she feeds or 
 permits the feeding of garbage to swine or any animals or poultry on any farm 
 or any other premises where swine are kept. 
 
 (c) Establishments licensed under the Animal Mortality Act or under similar 
 laws in other states are exempt from the provisions of this Section. 
 
 (d) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to apply to any person who feeds 
 garbage produced in his or her own household to animals or poultry kept on the 
 premises where he or she resides except this garbage if fed to swine shall not 
 contain particles of meat. 
  
 (e) Sentence. Feeding garbage to animals is a Class B misdemeanor, and for the 
 first offense shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $500 and for a 
 second or subsequent offense shall be fined not less than $200 nor more  than 
 $500 or imprisoned in a penal institution other than the penitentiary for 
not  more than 6 months, or both. 
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 (f) A person violating this Section may be enjoined by the Department from 
 continuing the violation. 
 
 (g) The Department may make reasonable inspections necessary for the 
 enforcement of this Section, and is authorized to enforce, and administer the 
 provisions of this Section. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-8. Service animal access. 
 
 (a) When a person with a physical, mental, or intellectual disability requiring 
 the use of a service animal is accompanied by a service animal or when a trainer 
 of a service animal is accompanied by a service animal, neither the person nor 
 the service animal shall be denied the right of entry and use of facilities of any 
 public place of accommodation as defined in Section 5-101 of the Illinois 
 Human Rights Act. 
 
 For the purposes of this Section, “service animal” means a dog or miniature 
 horse trained or being trained as a hearing animal, a guide animal, an 
 assistance animal, a seizure alert animal, a mobility animal, a psychiatric 
 service animal, an autism service animal, or an animal trained for any other 
 physical, mental, or intellectual disability. “Service animal” includes a 
 miniature horse that a public place of accommodation shall make reasonable 
 accommodation so long as the public place of accommodation takes into 
 consideration: (1) the type, size, and weight of the miniature horse and whether 
 the facility can accommodate its features; (2) whether the handler has 
 sufficient control of the miniature horse; (3) whether the miniature horse is 
 housebroken; and (4) whether the miniature horse's presence in the facility 
 compromises legitimate safety requirements necessary for operation. 
 
 (b) A person who knowingly violates this Section commits a Class C 
 misdemeanor. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-9. Misrepresentation of stallion and jack pedigree. 
 
 (a) The owner or keeper of any stallion or jack kept for public service commits 
 misrepresentation of stallion and jack pedigree when he or she 
 misrepresents the pedigree or breeding of the stallion or jack, or  represents 
that the animal, so kept for public service, is registered, when in fact  it is not 
registered in a published volume of a society for the registry of  standard and 
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purebred animals, or who shall post or publish, or cause to be  posted or 
published, any false pedigree or breeding of this animal. 
  
 (b) Sentence. Misrepresentation of stallion and jack pedigree is a petty offense, 
 and for a second or subsequent offense is a Class B misdemeanor. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-10. Dangerous animals. 
 
 (a) Definitions. As used in this Section, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
  “Dangerous animal” means a lion, tiger, leopard, ocelot, jaguar,   
  cheetah, margay, mountain lion, lynx, bobcat, jaguarundi, bear, hyena,  
  wolf or coyote. Dangerous animal does not mean any herptiles included  
  in the Herptiles-Herps Act. 
 
  “Owner” means any person who (1) has a right of property in a   
  dangerous animal or primate, (2) keeps or harbors a dangerous animal  
  or primate, (3) has a dangerous animal or primate in his or her care, or  
  (4) acts as custodian of a dangerous animal or primate. 
  
  “Person” means any individual, firm, association, partnership,   
  corporation, or other legal entity, any public or private institution, the  
  State, or any municipal corporation or political subdivision of the State. 
 
  “Primate” means a nonhuman member of the order primate, including  
  but not limited to chimpanzee, gorilla, orangutan, bonobo, gibbon,  
  monkey, lemur, loris, aye-aye, and tarsier. 
 
 (b) Dangerous animal or primate offense. No person shall have a right of 
 property in, keep, harbor, care for, act as custodian of or maintain in his or her 
 possession any dangerous animal or primate except at a properly maintained 
 zoological park, federally licensed exhibit, circus, college or university, 
 scientific institution, research laboratory, veterinary hospital, hound running 
 area, or animal refuge in an escape-proof enclosure. 
 
 (c) Exemptions. 
 
  (1) This Section does not prohibit a person who had lawful    
 possession of a primate before January 1, 2011, from continuing to   
 possess that primate if the person registers the animal by providing  
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  written notification to the local animal control administrator on or  
  before April 1, 2011. The notification shall include: 
 
   (A) the person's name, address, and telephone number; and 
 
   (B) the type of primate, the age, a photograph, a description of  
   any tattoo, microchip, or other identifying information, and a list  
   of current inoculations. 
 
  (2) This Section does not prohibit a person who has a permanent   
  disability with a severe mobility impairment from possessing a single  
  capuchin monkey to assist the person in performing daily tasks if: 
  
   (A) the capuchin monkey was obtained from and trained at a  
   licensed nonprofit organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of  
   the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, the nonprofit tax status of  
   which was obtained on the basis of a mission to improve the  
   quality of life of severely mobility-impaired individuals; and 
 
   (B) the person complies with the notification requirements as  
   described in paragraph (1) of this subsection (c). 
 
 (d) A person who registers a primate shall notify the local animal control 
 administrator within 30 days of a change of address. If the person moves to 
 another locality within the State, the person shall register the primate with the 
 new local animal control administrator within 30 days of moving by providing 
 written notification as provided in paragraph (1) of subsection (c) and shall 
 include proof of the prior registration. 
 
 (e) A person who registers a primate shall notify the local animal control 
 administrator immediately if the primate dies, escapes, or bites, scratches, or 
 injures a person. 
 
 (f) It is no defense to a violation of subsection (b) that the person violating 
 subsection (b) has attempted to domesticate the dangerous animal. If there 
 appears to be imminent danger to the public, any dangerous animal found not 
 in compliance with the provisions of this Section shall be subject to seizure and 
 may immediately be placed in an approved facility. Upon the conviction of a 
 person for a violation of subsection (b), the animal with regard to which  the 
conviction was obtained shall be confiscated and placed in an  approved facility, 
with the owner responsible for all costs connected with  the seizure and 
confiscation of the animal. Approved facilities include, but are  not limited 
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to, a zoological park, federally licensed exhibit, humane society,  veterinary hospital 
or animal refuge. 
 
 (g) Sentence. Any person violating this Section is guilty of a Class C 
 misdemeanor. Any corporation or partnership, any officer, director, manager 
 or managerial agent of the partnership or corporation who violates this Section 
 or causes the partnership or corporation to violate this Section is guilty of a 
 Class C misdemeanor. Each day of violation constitutes a separate offense. 
 
720 ILCS 5/48-11. Unlawful use of an elephant in a traveling animal act. 
 
 (a) Definitions. As used in this Section: 
 
  “Mobile or traveling animal housing facility” means a transporting  
  vehicle such as a truck, trailer, or railway car used to transport or house  
  animals while traveling to an exhibition or other performance. 
 
  “Performance” means an exhibition, public showing, presentation,  
  display, exposition, fair, animal act, circus, ride, trade show, petting zoo, 
  carnival, parade, race, or other similar undertaking in which animals are  
  required to perform tricks, give rides, or participate as accompaniments  
  for entertainment, amusement, or benefit of a live audience. 
 
  “Traveling animal act” means any performance of animals where   
  animals are transported to, from, or between locations for the purpose of 
  a performance in a mobile or traveling animal housing facility. 
 
 (b) A person commits unlawful use of an elephant in a traveling animal act 
 when he or she knowingly allows for the participation of an African elephant 
 (Loxodonta Africana) or Asian elephant (Elephas maximus) protected under the 
 federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 in a traveling animal act. 
 
 (c) This Section does not apply to an exhibition of elephants at a non-mobile, 
 permanent institution, or other facility. 
 
 (d) Sentence. Unlawful use of an elephant in a traveling animal act is a Class A 
 misdemeanor. 
 
 
 
510 ILCS 70/1. Short title. 
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This Act shall be known and may be cited as the "Humane Care for Animals Act". 
 
510 ILCS 70/2. Definitions. 
 
As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, the terms specified in the 
Sections following this Section and preceding Section 3 have the meanings ascribed to 
them in those Sections. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01. Animal. 
 
"Animal" means every living creature, domestic or wild, but does not include man. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01a. Companion animal. 
 
"Companion animal" means an animal that is commonly considered to be, or is 
considered by the owner to be, a pet. "Companion animal" includes, but is not limited 
to, canines, felines, and equines. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01b. Exigent circumstances. 
 
"Exigent circumstances" means a licensed veterinarian cannot be secured without 
undue delay and, in the opinion of the animal control warden, animal control 
administrator, Department of Agriculture investigator, approved humane 
investigator, or animal shelter employee, the animal is so severely injured, diseased, 
or suffering that it is unfit for any useful purpose and to delay humane euthanasia 
would continue to cause the animal extreme suffering. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01c. Service animal. 
 
"Service animal" means an animal trained in obedience and task skills to meet the 
needs of a person with a disability. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01d. Search and rescue dog. 
 
"Search and rescue dog" means any dog that is trained or is certified to locate persons 
lost on land or in water. 
 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01e. Animal Control Administrator. 
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"Animal Control Administrator" means a veterinarian licensed by the State of Illinois 
and appointed pursuant to the Animal Control Act, or his duly authorized 
representative. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01f. Animal control facility. 
 
"Animal control facility" means any facility operated by or under contract for the 
State, county, or any municipal corporation or political subdivision of the State for the 
purpose of impounding or harboring seized, stray, homeless, abandoned or unwanted 
dogs, cats, and other animals. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01g. Animal Control Warden. 
 
"Animal Control Warden" means any person appointed by the Administrator and 
approved by the Board to perform duties as assigned by the Administrator to 
effectuate the Animal Control Act. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.01h. Animal shelter. 
 
"Animal shelter" means a facility operated, owned, or maintained by a duly 
incorporated humane society, animal welfare society, or other non- profit 
organization for the purpose of providing for and promoting the welfare, protection, 
and humane treatment of animals. "Animal shelter" also means any veterinary 
hospital or clinic operated by a veterinarian or veterinarians licensed under the 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery Practice Act of 2004 which operates for the above-
mentioned purpose in addition to its customary purposes. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.02. Department. 
 
"Department" means the Department of Agriculture. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.03. Department investigator; approved humane investigator. 
 
"Department investigator" or "approved humane investigator" means a person 
employed by or approved by the Department to determine whether there has been a 
violation of this Act or an animal control warden or animal control administrator 
appointed under the Animal Control Act. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.04. Director. 
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"Director" means the Director of Agriculture, or his duly appointed representative. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.05. Humane society. 
 
"Humane society" means any chartered, not for profit organization authorized to do 
business in this State and organized for the purpose of preventing cruelty to animals 
and promoting humane care and treatment of animals. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.05a. Livestock management facility. 
 
"Livestock management facility" means any on-farm animal feeding operation, on-
farm livestock shelter, or on-farm milking and accompanying milk handling area. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.06. Owner. 
 
"Owner" means any person who (a) has a right of property in an animal, (b) keeps or 
harbors an animal, (c) has an animal in his care, or (d) acts as custodian of an animal. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.07. Person. 
 
"Person" means any individual, minor, firm, corporation, partnership, other business 
unit, society, association, or other legal entity, any public or private institution, the 
State of Illinois, or any municipal corporation or political subdivision of the State. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.08. Police animal. 
 
"Police animal" means any animal owned or used by a law enforcement department 
or agency in the course of the department or agency's work. 
 
510 ILCS 70/2.09. Humanely euthanized. 
 
"Humanely euthanized" means the painless administration of a lethal dose of an 
agent or method of euthanasia as prescribed in the Report of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association Panel on Euthanasia published in the Journal of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, March 1, 2001 (or any successor version of that 
Report), that causes the painless death of an animal. Animals must be handled prior to 
administration of the agent or method of euthanasia in a manner to avoid undue 
apprehension by the animal. 
510 ILCS 70/2.10. Companion animal hoarder. 
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"Companion animal hoarder" means a person who 
(i) possesses a large number of companion animals; (ii) fails to or is unable to provide 
what he or she is required to provide under Section 3 of this Act; (iii) keeps the 
companion animals in a severely overcrowded environment; and (iv) displays an 
inability to recognize or understand the nature of or has a reckless disregard for the 
conditions under which the companion animals are living and the deleterious impact 
they have on the companion animals' and owner's health and well-being. 
 
510 ILCS 70/3. Owner’s duties. 
 
 (a) Each owner shall provide for each of his or her animals: 
 
  (1) a sufficient quantity of good quality, wholesome food and water; 
 
  (2) adequate shelter and protection from the weather; 
 
  (3) veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering; and 
 
  (4) humane care and treatment. 
  
 (b) To lawfully tether a dog outdoors, an owner must ensure that the dog: 
 
  (1) does not suffer from a condition that is known, by that person, to be  
  exacerbated by tethering; 
 
  (2) is tethered in a manner that will prevent it from becoming entangled  
  with other tethered dogs; 
 
  (3) is not tethered with a lead that (i) exceeds one-eighth of the dog's  
  body weight or (ii) is a tow chain or a log chain; 
 
  (4) is tethered with a lead that measures, when rounded to the nearest  
  whole foot, at least 10 feet in length; 
 
  (5) is tethered with a properly fitting harness or collar other than the  
  lead or a pinch, prong, or choke-type collar; and 
 
  (6) is not tethered in a manner that will allow it to reach within the  
 property of another person, a public walkway, or a road. 
 (c) Subsection (b) of this Section shall not be construed to prohibit: 
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  (1) a person from walking a dog with a hand-held leash; 
 
  (2) conduct that is directly related to the cultivating of agricultural  
  products, including shepherding or herding cattle or livestock, if the  
  restraint is reasonably necessary for the safety of the dog; 
 
  (3) the tethering of a dog while at an organized and lawful animal   
  function, such as hunting, obedience training, performance and   
  conformance events, or law enforcement training, or while in the pursuit 
  of working or competing in those endeavors; or 
 
  (4) a dog restrained in compliance with the requirements of a camping  
  or recreational area as defined by a federal, State, or local authority or  
  jurisdiction. 
 
 (d) A person convicted of violating subsection (a) of this Section is guilty of a 
 Class B misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of subsection (a) of this 
 Section is a Class 4 felony with every day that a violation continues constituting 
 a separate offense. In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon 
 conviction for violating subsection (a) of this Section, the court may order the 
 convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to 
 undergo any treatment at the convicted person's expense that the court 
 determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. If the 
 convicted person is a juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must 
 order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation 
 and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be appropriate after due 
 consideration of the evaluation. 
 
 (e) A person convicted of violating subsection (b) of this Section is guilty of a 
 Class B misdemeanor. 
  
 (f) As used in this Section, “tether” means to restrain by tying to an object or 
 structure, including, without limitation, a house, tree, fence, post, garage, 
 shed, or clothes line at a person's residence or business, by any means, 
 including, without limitation, a chain, rope, cord, leash, or running line. 
 
 
 
 
510 ILCS 70/3.01. Cruel treatment. 
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No person or owner may beat, cruelly treat, torment, starve, overwork or otherwise 
abuse any animal. 
 
 (a) No person or owner may beat, cruelly treat, torment, starve, overwork or 
 otherwise abuse any animal. 
 
 (b) No owner may abandon any animal where it may become a public charge or 
 may suffer injury, hunger or exposure. 
 
 (c) No owner of a dog or cat that is a companion animal may expose the dog or 
 cat in a manner that places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation for a 
 prolonged period of time in extreme heat or cold conditions that: 
 
  (1) results in injury to or death of the animal; or 
 
  (2) results in hypothermia, hyperthermia, frostbite, or similar condition  
  as diagnosed by a doctor of veterinary medicine. 
 
 (c-5) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit an animal from being impounded in 
 an emergency situation under subsection (b) of Section 12 of this Act. 
 
 (c-10) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a law enforcement officer from 
 taking temporary custody of a dog or cat that is a companion animal that is 
 exposed in a manner that places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation 
 for a prolonged period of time in extreme heat or cold conditions that may 
 result in injury or death of the dog or cat or may result in hypothermia, 
 hyperthermia, frostbite, or similar condition. Upon taking temporary custody 
 of the dog or cat under this subsection (c-10), the law enforcement officer shall 
 attempt to contact the owner of the dog or cat and shall seek emergency 
 veterinary care for the animal as soon as available. The law enforcement officer 
 shall leave information of the location of the dog or cat if the owner cannot be 
 reached. The owner of the dog or cat is responsible for any costs of providing 
 care to the dog or cat. 
 
 (d) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A 
 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent conviction for a violation of this Section 
 is a Class 4 felony. In addition to any other penalty provided by law, a person 
 who is convicted of violating subsection (a) upon a companion animal in  the 
presence of a child, as defined in Section 12-0.1 of the Criminal Code  of 2012, shall 
be subject to a fine of $250 and ordered to perform community  service for 
not less than 100 hours. In addition to any other penalty provided by  law, 
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upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the  convicted 
person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to  undergo any 
treatment at the convicted person's expense that the court  determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evidence. If the  convicted person is a 
juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must  order the convicted 
person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation  and to undergo 
treatment that the court determines to be appropriate after due  consideration of 
the evaluation. 
 
510 ILCS 70/3.02. Aggravated cruelty. 
 
 (a) No person may intentionally commit an act that causes a companion animal 
 to suffer serious injury or death. Aggravated cruelty does not include 
 euthanasia of a companion animal through recognized methods approved by 
 the Department of Agriculture unless prohibited under subsection (b). 
 
 (b) No individual, except a licensed veterinarian as exempted under Section 
 3.09, may knowingly or intentionally euthanize or authorize the euthanasia of a 
 companion animal by use of carbon monoxide. 
 
 (c) A person convicted of violating Section 3.02 is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A 
 second or subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. In addition to any other 
 penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court 
 may order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric 
 evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the convicted person's expense that 
 the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the 
 evaluation. If the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, 
 the court must order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or 
 psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to 
 be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 
 
510 ILCS 70/3.03. Animal torture. 
 
 (a) A person commits animal torture when that person without legal 
 justification knowingly or intentionally tortures an animal. For purposes of this 
 Section, and subject to subsection (b), "torture" means infliction of or 
 subjection to extreme physical pain, motivated by an intent to increase or 
 prolong the pain, suffering, or agony of the animal. 
 (b) For the purposes of this Section, "animal torture" does not include any 
 death, harm, or injury caused to any animal by any of the following 
activities: 
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  (1) any hunting, fishing, trapping, or other activity allowed under the  
  Wildlife Code, the Wildlife Habitat Management Areas Act, or the Fish  
  and Aquatic Life Code; 
 
  (2) any alteration or destruction of any animal done by any person or  
  unit of government pursuant to statute, ordinance, court order, or the  
  direction of a licensed veterinarian; 
  
  (3) any alteration or destruction of any animal by any person for any  
  legitimate purpose, including, but not limited to: castration, culling,  
  declawing, defanging, ear cropping, euthanasia, gelding, grooming,  
  neutering, polling, shearing, shoeing, slaughtering, spaying, tail   
  docking, and vivisection; and 
 
  (4) any other activity that may be lawfully done to an animal. 
 
 (c) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class 3 felony. As a 
 condition of the sentence imposed under this Section, the court shall order the 
 offender to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo 
 treatment that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration 
 of the evaluation. 
 
510 ILCS 70/3.03-1. Depiction of animal cruelty. 
 
 (a) "Depiction of animal cruelty" means any visual or auditory depiction, 
 including any photograph, motion-picture film, video recording, electronic 
 image, or sound recording, that would constitute a violation of Section 3.01, 
 3.02, 3.03, or 4.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act or Section 26- 5 of the 
 Criminal Code of 1961. 
 
 (b) No person may knowingly create, sell, market, offer to market or sell, or 
 possess a depiction of animal cruelty. No person may place that depiction in 
 commerce for commercial gain or entertainment. This Section does not apply 
 when the depiction has religious, political, scientific, educational, law 
 enforcement or humane investigator training, journalistic, artistic, or 
 historical value; or involves rodeos, sanctioned livestock events, or normal 
 husbandry practices. The creation, sale, marketing, offering to sell or 
 market, or possession of the depiction of animal cruelty is illegal  regardless of 
whether the maiming, mutilation, torture, wounding, abuse,  killing, or 
any other conduct took place in this State. 
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 (c) Any person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A 
 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. In addition 
 to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, 
 the court may order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or 
 psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the convicted person's 
 expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of 
 the evaluation. If the convicted person is a juvenile, the court shall order the 
 convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to 
 undergo treatment that the court determines to be appropriate after due 
 consideration of the evaluation. 
 
510 ILCS 70/3.04. Arrests and seizures; penalties. 
 
 (a) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for an offense involving one 
 or more companion animals under Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 3/03-1, 4.01, 4.03, 
 4.04, 6, 7.1, or 7.15 of this Act may lawfully take possession of some or all of the 
 companion animals in the possession of the person arrested. The officer, after 
 taking possession of the companion animals, must file with the court before 
 whom the complaint is made against any person so arrested an affidavit stating 
 the name of the person charged in the complaint, a description of the condition 
 of the companion animal or companion animals taken, and the time and place 
 the companion animal or companion animals were taken, together with the 
 name of the person from whom the companion animal or companion animals 
 were taken and name of the person who claims to own the companion animal 
 or companion animals if different from the person from whom the companion 
 animal or companion animals were seized. He or she must at the same time 
 deliver an inventory of the companion animal or companion animals taken to 
 the court of competent jurisdiction. The officer must place the companion 
 animal or companion animals in the custody of an animal control or animal 
 shelter and the agency must retain custody of the companion animal or 
 companion animals subject to an order of the court adjudicating the charges on 
 the merits and before which the person complained against is required to 
 appear for trial. If the animal control or animal shelter owns no facility capable 
 of housing the companion animals, has no space to house the companion 
 animals, or is otherwise unable to house the companion animals or the health 
 or condition of the animals prevents their removal, the animals shall be 
 impounded at the site of the violation pursuant to a court order  authorizing 
the impoundment, provided that the person charged is an  owner of the property. 
Employees or agents of the animal control or animal  shelter or law enforcement 
shall have the authority to access the on-site  impoundment property for the 
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limited purpose of providing care and veterinary  treatment for the impounded 
animals and ensuring their well-being and safety.  Upon impoundment, a petition 
for posting of security may be filed under  Section 3.05 of this Act. Disposition of 
the animals shall be controlled by  Section 3.06 of this Act. The State's Attorney 
may, within 14 days after the  seizure, file a “petition for forfeiture prior to trial” 
before the court having  criminal jurisdiction over the alleged charges, asking for 
permanent forfeiture  of the companion animals seized. The petition shall be filed 
with the court, with  copies served on the impounding agency, the owner, and 
anyone claiming an  interest in the animals. In a “petition for forfeiture prior to 
trial”, the burden is  on the prosecution to prove by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the person  arrested violated Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 3.03-1, 4.01, 4.03, 
4.04, 6, 7.1, or 7.15  of this Act or Section 26-5 or 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or 
the Criminal  Code of 2012. 
 
 (b) An owner whose companion animal or companion animals are removed by a 
 law enforcement officer under this Section must be given written notice of the 
 circumstances of the removal and of any legal remedies available to him or her. 
 The notice must be delivered in person, posted at the place of seizure, or 
 delivered to a person residing at the place of seizure or, if the address of the 
 owner is different from the address of the person from whom the companion 
 animal or companion animals were seized, delivered by registered mail to his or 
 her last known address. 
  
 (c) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction of or 
 being placed on supervision for violating Sections 3, 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 3.03-1, 
 4.01, 4.03, 4.04, 6, 7.1, or 7.15 of this Act or Section 26-5 or 48-1 of the Criminal 
 Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, the court may order the person 
 convicted or placed on supervision to forfeit to an animal control or animal 
 shelter the animal or animals that are the basis of the conviction or order for 
 supervision. Upon an order of forfeiture, the person convicted or placed on 
 supervision is deemed to have permanently relinquished all rights to the 
 animal or animals that are the basis of the conviction or order for supervision, 
 if not already. The forfeited animal or animals shall be adopted or humanely 
 euthanized. In no event may the person convicted or placed on supervision, or 
 anyone residing in his or her household be permitted to adopt or otherwise 
 possess the forfeited animal or animals. The court, additionally, may order that 
 the person convicted or placed on supervision, and persons dwelling in  the 
same household as the person convicted or placed on supervision  who conspired, 
aided, or abetted in the unlawful act that was the basis of  the conviction or order for 
supervision, or who knew or should have known of  the unlawful act, may not own, 
possess, harbor, or have custody or control of  any other animals for a period of 
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time that the court deems reasonable, up to  and including permanent 
relinquishment. 
 
 (d) In addition to any other penalty, the court may order that a person and 
 persons dwelling in the same household may not own, harbor, or have custody 
 or control of any other animal if the person has been convicted of 2 or more of 
 the following offenses: 
 
  (1) a violation of Section 3.02 of this Act; 
 
  (2) a violation of Section 4.01 of this Act; or 
 
  (3) a violation of Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. 
 
 (e) A person who violates the prohibition against owning, possessing, 
 harboring, having custody, or having control of animals is subject to immediate 
 forfeiture of any animal illegally owned in violation of subsection (c). A person 
 who owns, possesses, harbors, has custody, or has control of an animal in 
 violation of an order issued under subsection (c) is also subject to the civil and 
 criminal contempt power of the court and, if found guilty of criminal contempt, 
 may be subject to imprisonment for not more than 90 days, a fine of not more 
 than $2,500, or both. 
 
510 ILCS 70/3.05. Security for companion animals and animals used for 
fighting purposes. 
 
 (a) In the case of companion animals as defined in Section 2.01a or animals 
 used for fighting purposes in violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 26-
 5 or 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 20121 or a 
 violation of 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, or 7.1 of this Act, the animal control or animal 
 shelter having custody of the animal or animals may file a petition with the 
 court requesting that the person from whom the animal or animals are seized, 
 or the owner of the animal or animals, be ordered to post security. The security 
 must be in an amount sufficient to secure payment of all reasonable expenses 
 expected to be incurred by the animal control or animal shelter in caring for 
 and providing for the animal or animals pending the disposition of the charges. 
 Reasonable expenses include, but are not limited to, estimated medical care 
 and boarding of the animal or animals for 30 days. The amount of the 
 security shall be determined by the court after taking into consideration  all of 
the facts and circumstances of the case, including, but not limited to, the 
 recommendation of the impounding organization having custody and 
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care of  the seized animal or animals and the cost of caring for the animal or 
animals. If  security has been posted in accordance with this Section, the animal 
control or  animal shelter may draw from the security the actual costs incurred by 
the  agency in caring for the seized animal or animals. 
 
 (b) Upon receipt of a petition, the court must set a hearing on the petition, to be 
 conducted within 5 business days after the petition is filed. The petitioner must 
 serve a true copy of the petition upon the defendant and the State's Attorney for 
 the county in which the animal or animals were seized. The petitioner must 
 also serve a true copy of the petition on any interested person. For the purposes 
 of this subsection, “interested person” means an individual, partnership, firm, 
 joint stock company, corporation, association, trust, estate, or other legal 
 entity that the court determines may have a pecuniary interest in the animal or 
 animals that are the subject of the petition. The court must set a hearing date to 
 determine any interested parties. The court may waive for good cause shown 
 the posting of security. 
 
 (c) If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with 
 the clerk of the court within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person 
 ordered to post security does not do so, the animal or animals are forfeited by 
 operation of law and the animal control or animal shelter having control of the 
 animal or animals must dispose of the animal or animals through adoption or 
 must humanely euthanize the animal. In no event may the defendant or any 
 person residing in the defendant's household adopt the animal or animals. 
 
 (d) The impounding organization may file a petition with the court upon the 
 expiration of the 30-day period requesting the posting of additional security. 
 The court may order the person from whom the animal or animals were seized, 
 or the owner of the animal or animals, to post additional security with the clerk 
 of the court to secure payment of reasonable expenses for an additional period 
 of time pending a determination by the court of the charges against the person 
 from whom the animal or animals were seized. 
 
 (e) In no event may the security prevent the impounding organization having 
 custody and care of the animal or animals from disposing of the animal or 
 animals before the expiration of the 30-day period covered by the security if 
 the court makes a final determination of the charges against the person from 
 whom the animal or animals were seized. Upon the adjudication of the 
 charges, the person who posted the security is entitled to a refund of the 
 security, in whole or in part, for any expenses not incurred by the impounding 
 organization. 
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 (f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section to the contrary, the 
 court may order a person charged with any violation of this Act to provide 
 necessary food, water, shelter, and care for any animal or animals that are the 
 basis of the charge without the removal of the animal or animals from their 
 existing location and until the charges against the person are adjudicated. Until 
 a final determination of the charges is made, any law enforcement officer, 
 animal control officer, Department investigator, or an approved humane 
 investigator may be authorized by an order of the court to make regular visits to 
 the place where the animal or animals are being kept to ascertain if the animal 
 or animals are receiving necessary food, water, shelter, and care. Nothing in 
 this Section prevents any law enforcement officer, Department investigator, or 
 approved humane investigator from applying for a warrant under this Section 
 to seize any animal or animals being held by the person charged pending the 
 adjudication of the charges if it is determined that the animal or animals are 
 not receiving the necessary food, water, shelter, or care. 
 
 (g) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent the voluntary, permanent 
 relinquishment of any animal by its owner to an animal control or animal 
 shelter in lieu of posting security or proceeding to a forfeiture hearing. 
 Voluntary relinquishment shall have no effect on the criminal charges that may 
 be pursued by the appropriate authorities. 
 
 (h) If an owner of a companion animal is acquitted by the court of charges made 
 pursuant to this Act, the court shall further order that any security that has 
 been posted for the animal shall be returned to the owner by the impounding 
 organization. 
 
 (i) The provisions of this Section only pertain to companion animals and 
 animals used for fighting purposes. 
 
510 ILCS 70/3.06. Disposition of seized companion animals and animals used 
for fighting purposes. 
 
 (a) Upon the conviction of the person charged, all animals seized, if not 
 previously ordered forfeited or previously forfeited by operation of law, are 
 forfeited to the facility impounding the animals and must be humanely 
 euthanized or adopted. Any outstanding costs incurred by the  impounding 
facility for boarding and treating the animals pending the  disposition of the case and 
any costs incurred in disposing of the animals must  be borne by the person 
convicted. 
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 (b) Any person authorized by this Section to care for an animal or animals, to 
 treat an animal or animals, or to attempt to restore an animal or animals to 
 good health and who is acting in good faith is immune from any civil or 
 criminal liability that may result from his or her actions. 
 
 (c) The provisions of this Section only pertain to companion animals and 
 animals used for fighting purposes. 
 
510 ILCS 70/3.07. Veterinarian reports; humane euthanasia. 
 
Any veterinarian in this State who observes or is presented with an animal or animals 
for the treatment of aggravated cruelty under Section 3.02 or torture under Section 
3.03 of this Act must file a report with the Department and cooperate with the 
Department by furnishing the owner's name, the date of receipt of the animal or 
animals and any treatment administered, and a description of the animal or animals 
involved, including a microchip number if applicable. Any veterinarian who in good 
faith makes a report, as required by this Section, has immunity from any liability, 
civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her actions. For the purposes 
of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the veterinarian shall be 
presumed. 
 
An animal control warden, animal control administrator, approved humane 
investigator, or animal shelter employee may humanely euthanize severely injured, 
diseased, or suffering animals in exigent circumstances. 
 
510 ILCS 70/4. Prohibited acts. 
 
No person may sell, offer for sale, barter, or give away as a pet or a novelty any rabbit 
or any baby chick, duckling or other fowl which has been dyed, colored, or otherwise 
treated to impart an artificial color thereto. Baby chicks or ducklings shall not be sold, 
offered for sale, bartered, or given away as pets or novelties. Rabbits, ducklings or 
baby chicks shall not be awarded as prizes. 
 
No person may allow for the adoption, transfer, sale, offer for sale, barter, or give 
away any animal forfeited or relinquished under Section 3.04 or 3.05 of this Act to the 
person who forfeited the animal or a person residing in that person's household. 
 
A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. A 
second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony, with every day that a violation 
continues constituting a separate offense. 
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510 ILCS 70/4.01. Animals in entertainment. 
 
This Section does not apply when the only animals involved are dogs. (Section 48-1 of 
the Criminal Code of 2012, rather than this Section, applies when the only animals 
involved are dogs.) 
 
 (a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any animal which he or 
 she knows or should know is intended for use in any show, exhibition, 
 program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 
 such animal and any other animal or human, or the intentional killing of any 
 animal for the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 
 
 (b) No person shall promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or 
 in any other manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, 
 wagering, or entertainment, any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
 involving a fight between 2 or more animals or any animal and human, or the 
 intentional killing of any animal. 
 
 (c) No person shall sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or 
 deliver or receive any animal which he or she knows or should know has been 
 captured, bred, or trained, or will be used, to fight another animal or human or 
 be intentionally killed, for the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 
 
 (d) No person shall manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation or delivery 
 any device or equipment which that person knows or should know is intended 
 for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or 
 otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or any human and 
 animal, or the intentional killing of any animal for purposes of sport, wagering 
 or entertainment. 
 
 (e) No person shall own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or 
 otherwise move any equipment or device which such person knows or should 
 know is intended for use in connection with any show, exhibition, program, or 
 activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or 
 any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal for purposes of 
 sport, wagering or entertainment. 
 
 (f) No person shall make available any site, structure, or facility, whether 
 enclosed or not, which he or she knows or should know is intended to be used 
 for the purpose of conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other 
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activity  involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or any animal and human, 
or the  intentional killing of any animal. 
 
 (g) No person shall attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, 
 program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or 
 more animals, or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any 
 animal for the purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 
 
 (h) (Blank). 
 
 (i) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in 
 violation of this Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public 
 auction by the sheriff's department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds 
 from the sale shall be remitted to the general fund of the county where the 
 violation took place. 
 
 (k) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment 
 of injuries or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable 
 possibility that the animal was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for 
 the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment shall file a report with the 
 Department and cooperate by furnishing the owners' names, dates, and 
 descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any veterinarian who in good 
 faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has immunity from any 
 liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her actions. 
 For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
 veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 
 
 (l) No person shall solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
 
 (m) The penalties for violations of this Section shall be as follows: 
 
  (1) A person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this  
  Section or any rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant  
  thereto is guilty of a Class 4 felony for the first offense. A second or  
  subsequent offense involving the violation of subsection (a), (b), or (c) of 
  this Section or any rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant  
  thereto is a Class 3 felony. 
 
  (2) A person convicted of violating subsection (d), (e), or (f) of this  
  Section or any rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant  
  thereto is guilty of a Class 4 felony for the first offense. A second or 
   subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. 
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  (3) A person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section or any  
  rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of  
  a Class 4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a 
  Class 3 felony. 
 
  (4) A person convicted of violating subsection (l) of this Section is guilty  
  of a Class 4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation  
  is a Class 3 felony. 
 
 (n) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the 
 property forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal 
 Procedure of 1963. 
 
510 ILCS 70/4.02. Arrests; reports. 
 
 (a) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for an offense involving one 
 or more animals under Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal 
 Code of 2012 shall lawfully take possession of all animals and all paraphernalia, 
 implements, or other property or things used or employed, or about to be 
 employed, in the violation of any of the provisions of Section 4.01 of this Act or 
 Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. When a law enforcement officer has 
 taken possession of such animals, paraphernalia, implements or other property 
 or things, he or she shall file with the court before whom the complaint is made 
 against any person so arrested an affidavit stating therein the name of the 
 person charged in the complaint, a description of the property so taken and the 
 time and place of the taking thereof together with the name of the person from 
 whom the same was taken and name of the person who claims to own such 
 property, if different from the person from whom the animals were seized and 
 if known, and that the affiant has reason to believe and does believe, stating the 
 ground of the belief, that the animals and property so taken were used or 
 employed, or were about to be used or employed, in a violation of Section 4.01 
 of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. He or she shall 
 thereupon deliver an inventory of the property so taken to the court of 
 competent jurisdiction. A law enforcement officer may humanely euthanize 
 animals that are severely injured. 
 
 An owner whose animals are removed for a violation of Section 4.01 of this Act 
 or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 must be given written notice of the 
 circumstances of the removal and of any legal remedies available to him 
or her.  The notice must be posted at the place of seizure or delivered to a 
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person  residing at the place of seizure or, if the address of the owner is different 
from  the address of the person from whom the animals were seized, delivered by 
 registered mail to his or her last known address. 
 
 The animal control or animal shelter having custody of the animals may file a 
 petition with the court requesting that the person from whom the animals were 
 seized or the owner of the animals be ordered to post security pursuant to 
 Section 3.05 of this Act. 
 
 Upon the conviction of the person so charged, all animals shall be adopted or 
 humanely euthanized and property so seized shall be adjudged by the court to 
 be forfeited. Any outstanding costs incurred by the impounding facility in 
 boarding and treating the animals pending the disposition of the case and 
 disposing of the animals upon a conviction must be borne by the person 
 convicted. In no event may the animals be adopted by the defendant or anyone 
 residing in his or her household. If the court finds that the State either failed to 
 prove the criminal allegations or failed to prove that the animals were used in 
 fighting, the court must direct the delivery of the animals and the other 
 property not previously forfeited to the owner of the animals and property. 
 
 Any person authorized by this Section to care for an animal, to treat an animal, 
 or to attempt to restore an animal to good health and who is acting in good 
 faith is immune from any civil or criminal liability that may result from his or 
 her actions. 
 
 An animal control warden, animal control administrator, animal shelter 
 employee, or approved humane investigator may humanely euthanize severely 
 injured, diseased, or suffering animal in exigent circumstances. 
 
 (b) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment 
 of injuries or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable 
 possibility that the animal was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event shall 
 file a report with the Department and cooperate by furnishing the owners' 
 names, date of receipt of the animal or animals and treatment administered, 
 and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any veterinarian who in 
 good faith makes a report, as required by this subsection (b), is immune  from 
any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, resulting from his or her  actions. For 
the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of  any such 
veterinarian shall be presumed. 
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510 ILCS 70/4.03. Teasing, striking or tampering with police animals, service 
animals, or search and rescue dogs prohibited. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully and maliciously taunt, torment, tease, 
beat, strike, or administer or subject any desensitizing drugs, chemicals, or substance 
to (i) any animal used by a law enforcement officer in the performance of his or her 
functions or duties, or when placed in confinement off duty, (ii) any service animal, 
(iii) any search and rescue dog, (iv) any police, service, or search and rescue animal in 
training, or (v) any accelerant detection canine used by a fire officer for arson 
investigations in the performance of his or her functions or while off duty. It is 
unlawful for any person to interfere or meddle with (i) any animal used by a law 
enforcement department or agency or any handler thereof in the performance of the 
functions or duties of the department or agency, (ii) any service animal, (iii) any 
search and rescue dog, (iv) any law enforcement, service, or search and rescue animal 
in training, or (v) any accelerant detection canine used by a fire officer for arson 
investigations in the performance of his or her functions or while off duty. 
 
Any person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A 
second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. 
 
510 ILCS 70/4.04. Injuring or killing police animals, service animals, or 
search and rescue dogs prohibited.  
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully or maliciously torture, mutilate, injure, 
disable, poison, or kill (i) any animal used by a law enforcement department or agency 
in the performance of the functions or duties of the department or agency or when 
placed in confinement off duty, (ii) any service animal, (iii) any search and rescue dog, 
(iv) any law enforcement, service, or search and rescue animal in training, or (v) any 
accelerant detection canine used by a fire officer for arson investigations in the 
performance of his or her functions or while off duty. However, a police officer or 
veterinarian may perform euthanasia in emergency situations when delay would 
cause the animal undue suffering and pain. 
 
A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony if the animal is 
not killed or totally disabled; if the animal is killed or totally disabled, the person is 
guilty of a Class 3 felony. 
 
 
510 ILCS 70/5. Lame or disabled horses. 
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No person shall sell, offer to sell, lead, ride, transport, or drive on any public way any 
equidae which, because of debility, disease, lameness or any other cause, could not be 
worked in this State without violating this Act. Such equidae may be conveyed to a 
proper place for medical or surgical treatment or for humane keeping or euthanasia. 
 
A person convicted of violating this Section or any rule, regulation, or order of the 
Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. 
 
510 ILCS 70/5.01. Horse poling or tripping. 
 
 (a) As used in this Section: 
 
  "Pole" means to use a method of training a horse that consists of (i)  
  forcing, persuading, or enticing a horse to jump so that one or more of  
  its legs contacts an obstruction consisting of any kind of wire, or a pole,  
  stick, rope, or other object in which is embedded brads, nails, tacks, or  
  other sharp points or (ii) raising, throwing, or moving a pole, stick, wire, 
  rope, or other object against one or more legs of a horse while it is   
  jumping an obstruction so that the horse, in either case, is induced to  
  raise its leg or legs higher in order to clear the obstruction. 
 
  "Trip" means to use a wire, rope, pole, stick, or other object or apparatus 
  to cause a horse to fall or lose its balance. 
 
 (b) No person may knowingly pole or trip a horse by any means for 
 entertainment or sport purposes. 
 
 (c) This Section does not prohibit the lawful laying down of a horse for medical 
 or identification purposes. 
 
 (d) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A 
 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of this Section is a Class 4 
 felony. 
 
510 ILCS 70/6. Poisoning prohibited. 
 
No person may knowingly poison or cause to be poisoned any dog or other domestic 
animal. The only exception will be by written permit from the Department for the 
purpose of controlling diseases transmissible to humans or other animals and 
only when all other methods and means have been exhausted. Such a written 
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permit shall name the person or persons conducting the poisoning, specify the 
products to be used, give the boundaries of the area involved, and specify the 
precautionary measures to be employed to insure the safety of humans and other 
animals. 
 
This Section does not prohibit the use of a euthanasia drug by a euthanasia agency for 
the purpose of animal euthanasia, provided that the euthanasia drug is used by or 
under the direction of a licensed veterinarian or certified euthanasia technician, all as 
defined in and subject to the Humane Euthanasia in Animal Shelters Act. 
 
A person convicted of violating this Section or any rule, regulation, or order of the 
Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. 
 
510 ILCS 70/7. Confinement or detention during transportation. 
 
No owner, railroad or other common carrier may, when transporting any animal, 
allow that animal to be confined in any type of conveyance more than 28 consecutive 
hours without being exercised as necessary for that particular type of animal and 
without being properly rested, fed and watered; except that a reasonable extension of 
this time limit shall be granted when a storm or accident causes a delay. In the case of 
default of the owner or consignee, the company transporting the animal shall exercise 
the animal, when necessary for the particular type of animal and for the proper 
resting, feeding, watering and sheltering of such animal, and shall have a lien upon 
the animal until all expenses resulting therefrom have been paid. 
 
Any person who intentionally or negligently without jurisdiction of law detains a 
shipment of livestock long enough to endanger the health or safety of the livestock is 
liable to the owner for any diminution in the value or death of the livestock. 
 
Authorities detaining a livestock shipment shall give priority to the health and safety 
of the animals and shall expeditiously handle any legal violation so that the intact 
shipment may safely reach its designated destination. 
 
A person convicted of violating this Section or any rule, regulation, or order of the 
Department pursuant thereto, is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony, with every day that a violation continues 
constituting a separate offense. 
 
510 ILCS 70/7.1. Confinement in motor vehicle. 
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No owner or person shall confine any animal in a motor vehicle in such a manner that 
places it in a life or health threatening situation by exposure to a prolonged period of 
extreme heat or cold, without proper ventilation or other protection from such heat or 
cold. In order to protect the health and safety of an animal, an animal control officer, 
law enforcement officer, or Department investigator who has probable cause to 
believe that this Section is being violated shall have authority to enter such motor 
vehicle by any reasonable means under the circumstances after making a reasonable 
effort to locate the owner or other person responsible. 
 
A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class C misdemeanor. A 
second or subsequent violation is a Class B misdemeanor. 
 
510 ILCS 70/7.5. Downed animals. 
 
 (a) For the purpose of this Section a downed animal is one incapable of walking 
 without assistance. 
 
 (b) No downed animal shall be sent to a stockyard, auction, or other facility 
 where its impaired mobility may result in suffering. An injured animal other 
 than those of the equine genus may be sent directly to a slaughter facility. 
 
 (c) A downed animal sent to a stockyard, auction, or other facility in violation of 
 this Section shall be humanely euthanized, the disposition of such animal shall 
 be the responsibility of the owner, and the owner shall be liable for any expense 
 incurred. 
  
 If an animal becomes downed in transit it shall be the responsibility of the 
 carrier. 
 
 (d) A downed animal shall not be transported unless individually segregated. 
 
 (e) A person convicted of violating this Section or any rule, regulation, or order 
 of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. A 
 second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony, with every day that a 
 violation continues constituting a separate offense. 
 
 
 
 
510 ILCS 70/7.15. Guide, hearing, and support dogs. 
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 (a) A person may not willfully and maliciously annoy, taunt, tease, harass, 
 torment, beat, or strike a guide, hearing, or support dog or otherwise engage in 
 any conduct directed toward a guide, hearing, or support dog that is likely to 
 impede or interfere with the dog's performance of its duties or that places the 
 blind, hearing impaired, or person with a physical disability being served or 
 assisted by the dog in danger of injury. 
 
 (b) A person may not willfully and maliciously torture, injure, or kill a guide, 
 hearing, or support dog. 
 
 (c) A person may not willfully and maliciously permit a dog that is owned, 
 harbored, or controlled by the person to cause injury to or the death of a guide, 
 hearing, or support dog while the guide, hearing, or support dog is in discharge 
 of its duties. 
 
 (d) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A 
 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. A person 
 convicted of violating subsection (b) or (c) of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 
 felony if the dog is killed or totally disabled, and may be ordered by the court to 
 make restitution to the person with a disability having custody or ownership of 
 the dog for veterinary bills and replacement costs of the dog. 
 
510 ILCS 70/8. Rulemaking. 
 
The Department shall administer this Act and shall promulgate such rules and 
regulations as are necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Act. Such rules and 
regulations are subject to the approval of the Advisory Board of Livestock 
Commissioners. No later than 6 months after the effective date of this amendatory Act 
of the 96th General Assembly, the Department shall adopt rules defining the 
“recognized methods for the humane euthanasia of companion animals” referred to 
in subsection (a) of Section 3.02 of this Act. 
 
The Director may, in formulating rules and regulations pursuant to this Act, seek the 
advice and recommendations of humane societies in this State. 
 
510 ILCS 70/9. Humane investigators; qualifications. 
 
The Department shall, by rule or regulation, establish reasonable qualifications for 
approved humane investigators and shall maintain a current listing of all approved 
humane investigators which shall be available for public inspection. These 
qualifications shall include, but need not be limited to, a knowledge of the 
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provisions of this Act and its rules and regulations and expertise in the investigation 
of complaints relating to the care and treatment of animals. Persons designated as 
humane investigators shall cooperate, when requested, in completing routine 
investigations and filing reports of violations of this Act received by the Department. 
 
Employees of the Department may be assigned as Department investigators. 
 
510 ILCS 70/10. Investigation of complaints. 
 
 (a) Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected violation of this Act, a 
 Department investigator, any law enforcement official, or an approved humane 
 investigator may, for the purpose of investigating the allegations of the 
 complaint, enter during normal business hours upon any premises where the 
 animal or animals described in the complaint are housed or kept, provided such 
 entry shall not be made into any building which is a person's residence, except 
 by search warrant or court order. Institutions operating under federal license to 
 conduct laboratory experimentation utilizing animals for research or medical 
 purposes are, however, exempt from the provisions of this Section. State's 
 Attorneys and law enforcement officials shall provide such assistance as may be 
 required in the conduct of such investigations. Any such investigation requiring 
 legal procedures shall be immediately reported to the Department. No 
 employee or representative of the Department shall enter a livestock 
 management facility unless sanitized footwear is used, or unless the owner or 
 operator of the facility waives this requirement. The employee or 
 representative must also use any other reasonable disease prevention 
 procedures or equipment provided by the owner or operator of the facility. The 
 animal control administrator and animal control wardens appointed under the 
 Animal Control Act shall be authorized to make investigations complying with 
 this Section for alleged violations of Sections 3, 3.01, 3.02, and 3.03 pertaining 
 to companion animals. The animals impounded shall remain under the 
 jurisdiction of the animal control administrator and be held in an animal 
 shelter licensed under the Animal Welfare Act. 
 
 (b) Any veterinarian acting in good faith is immune from any civil or criminal 
 liability resulting from his or her actions under this Section. The good faith on 
 the part of the veterinarian is presumed. 
 
 
510 ILCS 70/11. Notification to violator; impoundment upon refusal or failure 
to take corrective action. 
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 (a) If an investigation under Section 10 discloses that a violation of this Act has 
 been committed, the approved humane investigator shall furnish the violator, 
 if known, with a notice of violation, and state what action is necessary to come 
 into compliance with this Act and that a maximum of 48 hours may be granted 
 in which to take corrective action. 
 
 (b) If the violator fails or refuses to take corrective action necessary for 
 compliance or if the violator is still unknown after an attempt to identify 
 ownership, the humane investigator shall contact the Department and request 
 authorization to impound the animal or animals. The Department will 
 authorize impoundment if a review of facts gathered by the humane 
 investigator indicates a violation of Section 3 of this Act has occurred and the 
 violator, if known, has failed or refused to take corrective action necessary for 
 compliance. 
 
 This Section shall not apply to violations committed under Section 4.01 of this 
 Act. 
 
510 ILCS 70/12. Impounding animals; notice of impoundment. 
 
 (a) When an approved humane investigator, a Department investigator or a 
 veterinarian finds that a violation of this Act has rendered an animal in such a 
 condition that no remedy or corrective action by the owner is possible, the 
 Department must impound or order the impoundment of the animal. If the 
 violator fails or refuses to take corrective action necessary for compliance with 
 Section 11 of this Act, the Department may impound the animal. If the animal is 
 ordered impounded, it shall be impounded in a facility or at another location 
 where the elements of good care as set forth in Section 3 of this Act can be 
 provided, and where such animals shall be examined and treated by a licensed 
 veterinarian or, if the animal is severely injured, diseased, or suffering, 
 humanely euthanized. Any expense incurred in the impoundment shall become 
 a lien on the animals. 
 
 (b) Emergency impoundment may be exercised in a life-threatening situation 
 and the subject animals shall be conveyed directly to a licensed veterinarian for 
 medical services necessary to sustain life or to be humanely euthanized as 
 determined by the veterinarian. If such emergency procedure is taken by  an 
animal control officer, the Department shall be notified. 
 
 (c) A notice of impoundment shall be given by the investigator to the 
violator, if  known, in person or sent by certified or registered mail. If the 
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investigator is  not able to serve the violator in person or by registered or certified 
mail, the  notice may be given by publication in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the  county in which the violator’s last known address is located. A copy of the 
 notice shall be retained by the investigator and a copy forwarded immediately 
 to the Department. The notice of impoundment shall include the following: 
 
  (1) A number assigned by the Department which will also be given to the  
  impounding facility accepting the responsibility of the animal or   
  animals. 
 
  (2) Listing of deficiencies noted. 
 
  (3) An accurate description of the animal or animals involved. 
 
  (4) Date on which the animal or animals were impounded. 
 
  (5) Signature of the investigator. 
 
  (6) A statement that: “The violator may request a hearing to appeal the  
  impoundment. A person desiring a hearing shall contact the Department  
  of Agriculture within 7 days from the date of impoundment” and the  
  Department must hold an administrative hearing within 7 business days  
  after receiving a request to appeal the impoundment. If the hearing  
  cannot be held prior to the expiration of the 7-day impoundment period, 
  the Department shall notify the impounding facility that it cannot sell,  
  offer for adoption, or dispose of the animal or animals until a final  
  decision is rendered and all of the appeal processes have expired. 
 
 If a hearing is requested by any owner of impounded animals, the Hearing 
 Officer shall, after hearing the testimony of all interested parties, render a 
 decision within 5 business days regarding the disposition of the impounded 
 animals. This decision by the Hearing Officer shall have no effect on the 
 criminal charges that may be filed with  the appropriate authorities. 
 
 If an owner of a companion animal or animal used for fighting purposes   
 requests a hearing, the animal control or animal shelter having control of the 
 animal or animals may file a petition with the court in the county where  the 
impoundment took place requesting that the person from whom the  animal or 
animals were seized or the owner of the animal or animals be  ordered to post 
security pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) of Section 3.05 of  this Act. 
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 If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with the 
 clerk of the court within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person ordered 
 to post security does not do so, the court must order the Department of 
 Agriculture to hold a hearing on the impoundment within 5 business days. If, 
 upon final administrative or judicial determination, it is found that it is not in 
 the best interest of the animal or animals to be returned to the person from 
 whom it was seized, the animal or animals are forfeited to the animal control or 
 animal shelter having control of the animal or animals. If no petition for the 
 posting of security is filed or a petition was filed and granted but the person 
 failed to post security, any expense incurred in the impoundment shall remain 
 outstanding until satisfied by the owner or the person from whom the animal 
 or animals were impounded. 
 
 When the impoundment is not appealed, the animal or animals are forfeited 
 and the animal control or animal shelter in charge of the animal or animals 
 may lawfully and without liability provide for adoption of the animal or animals 
 by a person other than the person who forfeited the animal or animals, or any 
 person or persons dwelling in the same household as the person who forfeited 
 the animal or animals, or it may humanely euthanize the animal or animals. 
 
510 ILCS 70/13. Normal husbandry practices; construction with other acts. 
 
Nothing in this Act affects normal, good husbandry practices utilized by any person in 
the production of food, companion or work animals, or in the extermination of 
undesirable pests. In case of any alleged conflict between this Act, or regulations 
adopted hereunder, and the "Wildlife Code of Illinois" or "An Act to define and require 
the use of humane methods in the handling, preparation for slaughter, and slaughter 
of livestock for meat or meat products to be offered for sale", approved July 26, 1967, 
as amended, the provisions of those Acts shall prevail. 
 
510 ILCS 70/14. Review under Administrative Review Law; certification of 
record. 
 
Any person affected by a final administrative decision of the Department may have 
such decision reviewed judicially by the circuit court of the county wherein the person 
resides, or in the case of a corporation, the county where its registered office is 
located. If the plaintiff in the review proceeding is not a resident of this State, the 
venue shall be in Sangamon County. The Administrative Review Law, and all 
amendments and modifications thereof, and the rules adopted pursuant thereto, 
apply to and govern all proceedings for the judicial review of final 



 

 
 
 
 
  The National Agricultural Law Center NationalAgLawCenter.org | nataglaw@uark.edu 

administrative decisions of the Department hereunder. The term “administrative 
decision” is defined in Section 3-101 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
 
The Department may not be required to certify the record of the proceeding unless the 
plaintiff in the review proceedings first pays the sum of 75¢ per page of such record. 
Exhibits shall be certified without cost. 
 
510 ILCS 70/15. Effect of invalid provision or application of Act. 
 
If any provision of this Act is declared unconstitutional, or the applicability thereof to 
any person or circumstance is held invalid, by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 
constitutionality of the remainder of this Act and the applicability thereof to other 
persons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 
 
510 ILCS 70/16.1. Defenses. 
 
It is not a defense to violations of this Act for the person committing the violation to 
assert that he or she had rights of ownership in the animal that was the victim of the 
violation. 
 
510 ILCS 70/16.2. Corporations. 
 
Corporations may be charged with violations of this Act for the acts of their employees 
or agents who violate this Act in the course of their employment or agency. 
 
510 ILCS 70/16.3. Civil actions. 
 
Any person who has a right of ownership in an animal that is subjected to an act of 
aggravated cruelty under Section 3.02 or torture under Section 3.03 in violation of this 
Act or in an animal that is injured or killed as a result of actions taken by a person who 
acts in bad faith under subsection (b) of Section 3.06 or under Section 12 of this Act 
may bring a civil action to recover the damages sustained by that owner. Damages 
may include, but are not limited to, the monetary value of the animal, veterinary 
expenses incurred on behalf of the animal, any other expenses incurred by the owner 
in rectifying the effects of the cruelty, pain, and suffering of the animal, and 
emotional distress suffered by the owner. In addition to damages that may be proven, 
the owner is also entitled to punitive or exemplary damages of not less than $500 but 
not more than $25,000 for each act of abuse or neglect to which the animal was 
subjected. In addition, the court must award reasonable attorney's fees and 
costs actually incurred by the owner in the prosecution of any action under this 
Section. 
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The remedies provided in this Section are in addition to any other remedies allowed by 
law. 
 
In an action under this Section, the court may enter any injunctive orders reasonably 
necessary to protect animals from any further acts of abuse, neglect, or harassment by 
a defendant. 
 
The statute of limitations for a violation of this act is 2 years. 
 
510 ILCS 70/16.4. Illinois Animal Abuse Fund. 
 
The Illinois Animal Abuse Fund is created as a special fund in the State treasury. 
Moneys in the Fund may be used, subject to appropriation, by the Department of 
Agriculture to investigate animal abuse and neglect under this Act. 
 
510 ILCS 70/16.5. Emergency care to an animal; immunity from civil liability. 
 
Any person, including without limitation any person licensed under the Veterinary 
Medicine and Surgery Practice Act of 2004 or licensed as a veterinarian in any other 
state or territory of the United States, who in good faith provides emergency care or 
treatment without fee to an injured animal or an animal separated from its owner due 
to an emergency or a disaster is not liable for civil damages as a result of his or her 
acts or omissions in providing or arranging further care or treatment, except for 
willful or wanton misconduct. 
 
510 ILCS 70/17. Penalties. 
 
 (a) Any person convicted of any act of abuse or neglect or of violating any other 
 provision of this Act, for which a penalty is not otherwise provided, or any rule, 
 regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto, is guilty of a Class B 
 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony with every 
 day that a violation continues constituting a separate offense. 
 
 (b) The Department may enjoin a person from a continuing violation of this 
 Act. 
 
 
510 ILCS 75/0.01. Short title. 
 
This Act may be cited as the Humane Slaughter of Livestock Act. 
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510 ILCS 75/1. Legislative declaration. 
 
It is declared to be the policy of the State of Illinois that the commercial slaughtering 
of all livestock, including the handling of livestock in connection with commercial 
slaughtering, shall be carried out only by humane methods. 
 
510 ILCS 75/2. Definitions. 
 
As used in this Act: 
 
 (1) "Director" means the Director of the Department of Agriculture of the State 
 of Illinois. 
  
 (2) "Person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, or association 
 doing business in this State, in whole or in part. 
 
 (3) "Slaughterer" means any person regularly engaged in the commercial 
 slaughtering of livestock. 
 
 (4) "Livestock" means cattle, calves, sheep, swine, horses, mules, goats, and 
 any other animal which can or may be used in and for the preparation of meat 
 or meat products for consumption by human beings or animals. "Livestock", 
 however, does not include horses, mules, or other equidae to be used in and for 
 the preparation of meat or meat products for consumption by human beings, 
 which is prohibited under Section 1.5 of the Illinois Horse Meat Act. 
 
 (5) "Packer" means any person engaged in the business of slaughtering or 
 manufacturing or otherwise preparing meat or meat products for sale, either by 
 such person or others; or of manufacturing or preparing livestock products for 
 sale by such person or others. 
 
 (6) "Humane method" means either (a) a method whereby the animal is 
 rendered insensible to pain by gunshot or by mechanical, electrical, chemical or 
 other means that is rapid and effective, before being shackled, hoisted, thrown, 
 cast or cut; or (b) a method in accordance with ritual requirements of the 
 Jewish faith or any other religious faith whereby the animal suffers loss of 
 consciousness by anemia of the brain caused by the simultaneous and 
 instantaneous severance of the carotid arteries with a sharp instrument. 
 
510 ILCS 75/3. Prohibited methods. 
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No slaughterer or packer shall bleed or slaughter any livestock except by a humane 
method. The following methods are in all instances prohibited: 
 
 (a) Use of a manually operated hammer, sledge or pole-ax as a means of 
 slaughtering any animal or of rendering any animal unconscious in preparation 
 for slaughter. 
 
 (b) Shackling and hoisting or hanging any animal while such animal is 
 conscious, in the positioning of such animal for slaughter. 
 
510 ILCS 75/4. Ritual slaughter. 
 
In order to protect freedom of religion, paragraph (b) of Section 3 does not apply to 
calves and sheep and cattle where ritually acceptable and practical methods are 
unavailable for positioning livestock for purposes of slaughter in accordance with the 
requirements of any religious faith. 
 
510 ILCS 75/5. Administration of Act; rules and regulations. 
 
The Director shall administer this Act. He shall promulgate and may from time to time 
revise rules and regulations in connection with this Act. The Director may, by 
administrative order, exempt from compliance with this Act, for a period of not to 
exceed one year after the effective date of this Act, any slaughterer if, in the judgment 
of the Director, earlier compliance would cause undue hardship. 
 
510 ILCS 75/6. Violations. 
 
Any violation of this Act or of the rules and regulations promulgated by the Director is 
a petty offense. 
 
510 ILCS 75/7. Effective date. 
 
This Act shall take effect July 1, 1968. 
 
510 ILCS 75/8. Application of Act. 
 
This Act is not applicable to a slaughterer or packer subject to and in compliance with 
the Federal Humane Slaughter Act of 1958, 72 Stat. 862, and any amendments 
thereto and regulations thereunder. 
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