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Statutory Agricultural Lien Rapid Finder Chart: California 
 

TYPE OF 
LIEN/CLAIMANT LIEN CLAIMANT ATTACHED 

PROPERTY 
POSSESSION 
REQUIRED FILING REQUIRED DATE LIEN 

ATTACHES 

EXPRESS 
STATUTORY 

PRIORITY 

LIEN FOR SERVICES, 
INCLUDING 

VETERINARY 
SERVICES 

CAL. CIV. CODE 
§§ 3051 – 3052 

PERSONS, 
INCLUDING 

VETERINARY 
PROPRIETORS 

AND SURGEONS, 
WHO PROVIDE 
SERVICES TO 

PERSONAL 
PROPERTY 

PERSONAL 
PROPERTY 

PRODVIDED WITH 
SERVICES, 

INCLUDING ANIMALS 
CARED FOR, 

BOARDED, FED OR 
TREATED BY A 
VETERINARY 

PROPRIETOR OR 
SURGEON 

YES NO NOT SPECIFIED NONE 

THRESHER’S LIEN 

CAL. CIV. CODE 
§ 3061 

PERSON WHO 
WORKS WITH 

MACHINERY FOR 
THRESHING OR 

CRUSHING 

MACHINE USED FOR 
THRESHING OR 

CRUSHING 
NO NO NOT SPECIFIED 

MULTIPLE 
JUDGEMENTS FOR 
THRESHER’S LIENS 
ARE APPORTIONED 

ON A PRO RATA 
BASIS 

AGRICULTURAL 
LABORER’S LIEN 

CAL. CIV. CODE 
§§ 3061.5 – 3061.6 

PERSON 
EMPLOYED TO 
HARVEST OR 
TRANSPORT 

CROPS OR FARM 
PRODUCTS FOR A 

LIMITED 
PARTNERSHIP 

SEVERED CROPS 
AND FARM 

PRODUCTS OR 
PROCEEDS FROM 

THEIR SALE, UP TO 
25% OF THE FAIR 

MARKET VALUE OF 
THE CROPS OR THE 

PROCEEDS 

NO 

WITHIN 45 DAYS 
AFTER LABOR 

CEASES, THE LIEN 
CLAIMANT MUST 

EITHER FILE A 
CLAIM WITH THE 

STATE LABOR 
COMMISSIONER OR 

FORECLOSE ON 
THE LIEN 

DATE OF 
COMMENCE-MENT 

OF WORK OR LABOR 

LIEN IS SUPERIOR 
TO ALL OTHER 

LIENS 

PROCEEDS DIVIDED 
PRO RATA AMONG 

MULTIPLE LIEN 
CLAIMANTS 

LIEN FOR SERVICE 
OF STALLION, JACK 

OR BULL 

CAL. CIV. CODE 
§§ 3062 – 3064 

PERSON WHO 
OWNS OR IS IN 
CHARGE OF A 

STALLION, JACK, 
OR BULL 

USED FOR 
PROPAGATION 

FEMALE ANIMAL 
SERVED AND 
OFFSPRING 

RESULTING FROM 
THE SERVICE 

NO 

YES, WITH THE 
RECORDER OF THE 
COUNTY IN WHICH 

THE FEMALE 
ANIMAL IS KEPT 

NOT SPECIFIED NONE 
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TYPE OF 
LIEN/CLAIMANT LIEN CLAIMANT ATTACHED 

PROPERTY 
POSSESSION 
REQUIRED FILING REQUIRED DATE LIEN 

ATTACHES 

EXPRESS 
STATUTORY 

PRIORITY 

LOGGER’S AND 
LUMBERMAN’S LIEN 

CAL. CIV. CODE 
§§ 3065 – 3065c 

PERSON WHO 
CUTS, PREPARES, 
OR TRANSPORTS 

LOGS OR 
MANUFACTURES 

TIMBER 
PRODUCTS, USING 
OWN MACHINERY, 

LABOR, 
LIVESTOCK, OR 

APPLIANCES 

LOGS OR TIMBER 
REMAINING IN THE 
COUNTY WHERE 
THE WORK OR 
SERVICE WAS 
PERFORMED 

NO NO 
DATE OF 

COMMENCE-MENT 
OF WORK OR LABOR 

SUPERIOR TO ALL 
LIENS EXCEPT THE 

LANDOWNER’S 
CLAIM FOR 

REASONABLE 
STUMPAGE, IF THE 

LANDOWNER IS 
NOT THE DIRECT 
EMPLOYER OR 
CONTRACTOR 

PROCEEDS DIVIDED 
PRO RATA AMONG 

MULTIPLE LIEN 
CLAIMANTS 

LIVESTOCK SERVICE 
LIEN 

CAL. CIV. CODE 
§§ 3080 – 3080.22 

PERSON OR 
ENTITY WHO 

PROVIDES 
SERVICES FOR 

ANOTHER’S 
LIVESTOCK 

LIVESTOCK WHICH 
HAVE BEEN 

PROVIDED WITH 
SERVICES 

YES NO 

LIEN ARISES AS 
CHARGES FOR 

LIVESTOCK 
SERVICES BECOME 

DUE 

SUPERIOR TO ALL 
OTHER LIENS AND 

SECURITY 
INTERESTS IN THE 

LIVESTOCK 

MECHANIC’S LIEN 

CAL. CIV. CODE 
§§ 8400 – 8494 

INDIVIDUALS 
PROVIDING WORK 
AUTHORIZED FOR 

WORK OF 
IMPROVEMENT 

OR SITE 
IMPROVEMENT 

WORK OF 
IMPROVEMENT AND 

THE REAL 
PROPERTY ON 

WHICH THE WORK 
OF IMPROVEMENT IS 

SITUATED 

NO 

YES, IN OFFICE 
OF COUNTY 

RECORDER WHERE 
PROPERTY IS 

LOCATED, AND 
BEFORE THE 

EALIER OF THE 
FOLLOWING TIMES: 

[A] NINETY DAYS 
AFTER COMPLETION 
OF IMPROVEMENT; 
OR [B] SIXTY DAYS 
AFTER THE OWNER 
RECORDS A NOTICE 
OF COMPLETION OR 

CESSATION 

NOT SPECIFIED 

PRIORITY OVER A 
LIEN, MORTGAGE, 
DEED OF TRUST, 

OR OTHER 
ENCUMBRANCE 

ATTACHED AFTER 
WORK OF 

IMPROVEMENT 
COMMENCED, 
EXCEPT FOR A 
MORTGAGE OR 
DEED OF TRUST 
PAYMENT BOND 

NOT LESS THAN 75 
PERCENT LESS OF 

THE PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT 

WAREHOUSE LIEN 

CAL. COM. CODE 
§§ 7201 – 7210 

WAREHOUSE 

GOODS COVERED 
BY A WAREHOUSE 

RECEIPT OR 
STORAGE 

AGREEMENT OR ON 
THE PROCEEDS 

THEREOF 

YES, LIEN IS LOST IF 
WAREHOUSE 
VOLUNTARILY 
DELIVERS OR 

UNJUSTIFIABLY 
REFUSES TO 

DELIVER 

ENFORCABLE BY 
COMMERCIALLY 

REASONABLE SALE 

THE DATE OF THE 
WAREHOUSE 
RECEIPT OR 

STORAGE 
AGREEMENT 

ENFORCABLE BY 
COMMERCIALLY 

REASONABLE SALE 

CARRIER’S LIEN 

CAL. COM. CODE 
§§ 7301 – 7309 

CARRIER 

GOODS COVERED 
BY A BILL OF LADING 

OR ON THE 
PROCEEDS 
THEREOF 

YES, LIEN IS LOST IF 
CARRIER 

VOLUNTARILY 
DELIVERS OR 

UNJUSTIFIABLY 
REFUSES TO 

DELIVER 

ENFORCABLE BY 
COMMERCIALLY 

REASONABLE SALE 

AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE CARRIER’S 

RECEIPT OF THE 
GOODS FOR 
STORAGE OR 

TRANSPORTATION 

ENFORCABLE BY 
COMMERCIALLY 

REASONABLE SALE 
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TYPE OF 
LIEN/CLAIMANT LIEN CLAIMANT ATTACHED 

PROPERTY 
POSSESSION 
REQUIRED FILING REQUIRED DATE LIEN 

ATTACHES 

EXPRESS 
STATUTORY 

PRIORITY 

LIEN ON PLANT 
QUARANTINE AND 

PEST CONTROL 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 5401 – 5494 

THE COUNTY 
INCURRING 

EXPENSES TO 
ABATE THE 
NUISANCE 

LAND IN WHICH 
EXPENSES WERE 

INCURRED FOR THE 
ABATEMENT 

NO 

YES, IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE COUNTY 

RECORDER WHERE 
THE LAND IS 

LOCATED 

FROM THE DATE OF 
RECORDING 

SUPERIOR TO ALL 
ENCUMBRANCES, 

EXISTING AND 
FUTURE, EXCEPT 
LIENS FOR TAXES 

AND ASSESSMENTS 

LIEN ON ABATEMENT 
OF NEGLECTED OR 

ABANDONED CROPS 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 5631 – 5645 

THE COUNTY IN 
WHICH THE 

NEGLECTED OR 
ABANDONED 
CROPS ARE 

LOCATED 

THE LAND UPON 
WHICH THE CROP 

WAS LOCATED 
NO 

YES, IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE COUNTY 

RECORDER WHERE 
THE LAND IS 

LOCATED 

FROM THE DATE OF 
RECORDING 

SUPERIOR TO ALL 
ENCUMBRANCES, 

EXISTING AND 
FUTURE, EXCEPT 
LIENS FOR TAXES 

AND ASSESSMENTS 

SCABIES AND TICK 
TREATMENT LIEN 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 9301 – 9333 

CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 

CATTLE OR SHEEP 
TREATED FOR 

SCABIES OR TICKS 
AT DEPARTMENT 

EXPENSE 

NO NO NOT SPECIFIED NONE 

BOVINE 
TUBERCULOSIS 

EXAMINATION LIEN 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 10151 – 

10152 

CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 

CATTLE CONFINED 
FOR TUBERCULOSIS 

TESTING AT 
DEPARTMENT 

EXPENSE 

YES, IMPLIED BY THE 
STATUTE NO NOT SPECIFIED NONE 

BOVINE 
BRUCELLOSIS 

TREATMENT LIENS 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 10351 – 

10359; 10381 – 10385 

CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 

DAIRY CALF OR 
CATTLE 

VACCINATED OR 
CONFINED AT 
DEPARTMENT 

EXPENSE 

YES, IMPLIED BY THE 
STATUTE NO NOT SPECIFIED NONE 

AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCER’S LIEN 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 55631 – 

55653 

PRODUCER OF A 
FARM PRODUCT, 

FLOWER, 
AGRICULTURAL, 
OR VEGETABLE 

SEED SOLD TO A 
PROCESSOR 

FARM PRODUCT 
AND ANY ITEM 

RESULTING FROM 
PROCESSING OF A 

FARM PRODUCT 
WHICH IS IN THE 
PROCESSOR’S 
POSSESSION 

NO NO 

DATE ANY PORTION 
OF THE FARM 
PRODUCT IS 

DELIVERED TO THE 
PROCESSOR 

SUPERIOR TO ALL 
CLAIMS EXCEPT 

UCC WAREHOUSE 
LIENS AND 

LABORER’S CLAIMS 
FOR WAGES AND 

SALARIES FOR 
SERVICES THAT 

ARISE AFTER THE 
DELIVERY DATE 

LIVESTOCK 
SELLER’S LIEN 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 55701 – 

55704 

PERSON WHO 
SELLS OR 

FURNISHES 
LIVESTOCK TO A 

MEATPACKER 

LIVESTOCK OR 
IDENTIFIABLE 

PROCEEDS AND 
PRODUCTS OF THE 

LIVESTOCK 

NO 

YES, A LIEN 
STATEMENT MUST 
BE FILED WITH THE 

SECRETARY OF 
STATE AND THE 

DEPARTMENT OF 
FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE 

DATE POSSES-SION 
OF THE LIVESTOCK 
IS TRANSFER-RED 

TO THE MEAT-
PACKER 

SUPERIOR TO ALL 
OTHER LIENS AND 

SECURITY 
INTERESTS, 

REGARDLESS OF 
ATTACHMENT OR 

PERFECTION DATE, 

BUYER IN THE 
ORDINARY COURSE 
TAKES FREE, EVEN 
WITH KNOWLEDGE. 
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TYPE OF 
LIEN/CLAIMANT LIEN CLAIMANT ATTACHED 

PROPERTY 
POSSESSION 
REQUIRED FILING REQUIRED DATE LIEN 

ATTACHES 

EXPRESS 
STATUTORY 

PRIORITY 

DAIRY CATTLE 
SUPPLY LIEN 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 57401 – 

57414 

PERSON WHO 
PROVIDES FOOD 
OR MATERIALS 
USED TO RAISE 

OR MAINTAIN 
DAIRY CATTLE 

PROCEEDS OF MILK 
OR MILK PRODUCTS 

FROM THE DAIRY 
CATTLE 

NO 

YES, WITH THE 
SECRETARY OF 
STATE IN SAME 

MANNER AS A UCC 
FINANCING 

STATEMENT 

DATE CLAIM IS FILED 

SAME PRIORITY AS 
A UCC FINANCING 
STATEMENT FILED 
AT THE TIME THE 
LIEN CLAIM WAS 

FILED 

ONLY ONE DAIRY 
CATTLE SUPPLY 

LIENS ARE 
ENFORCEABLE PER 

AFFILIATED 
BUSINESS 
SUPPLIER 

POULTRY AND FISH 
SUPPLY LIEN 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 57501 – 

57545, 57700 

PERSON WHO 
SUPPLIES FEED 

OR MATERIAL TO 
RAISE OR 
MAINTAIN 

DOMESTICATED 
BIRDS, RABBITS, 
OR FISH, OR FOR 
THE PRODUCTION 

OF EGGS 

PROCEEDS OF 
SALES OF EGGS, 

POULTRY, RABBITS, 
OR FISH AND OF 

PRODUCTS DERIVED 
FROM THE EGGS, 

POULTRY, RABBITS, 
OR FISH 

NO 

YES, WITH THE 
SECRETARY OF 

STATE IN THE SAME 
MANNER AS A UCC 

FINANCING 
STATEMENT 

DATE AND TIME THAT 
THE LIEN CLAIM IS 

FILED 

SAME PRIORITY AS 
A UCC FINANCING 
STATEMENT FILED 
AT THE TIME THE 
LIEN CLAIM WAS 

FILED 

ONLY TWO 
POULTRY AND FISH 
SUPPLY LIENS ARE 
ENFORCEABLE AT 

ONE TIME 

AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICAL AND SEED 

LIEN 

CAL. FOOD & AGRIC. 
CODE §§ 57551 – 

57595, 57700 

PERSON WHO 
SUPPLIES 

AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICALS OR 

SEEDS 

PROCEEDS OF 
CROPS PRODUCED 

WITH THE 
AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICALS OR 

SEEDS 

NO 

YES, WITH THE 
SECRETARY OF 

STATE IN THE SAME 
MANNER AS A UCC 

FINANCING 
STATEMENT 

DATE AND TIME THAT 
THE LIEN CLAIM IS 

FILED 

PRIORITY IN ORDER 
OF THE TIME OF 

FILING 

SAME PRIORITY AS 
A UCC SECURITY 

INTEREST FILED AT 
THE SAME TIME AS 
THE LIEN CLAIM IS 

FILED 

SUBJECT TO WAGE 
AND SALARY 

CLAIMS OF THE 
LIEN DEBTOR’S 

EMPLOYEES FOR 
PERSONAL 

SERVICES FOR THE 
AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTS 

ONLY TWO 
AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICAL AND 

SEED LIENS ARE 
ENFORCEABLE AT 

ONE TIME 

COLD STORAGE LIEN 

CAL. HEALTH & 
SAFETY CODE 

§ 112590 

PERSON OWNING 
AND OPERATING A 

FROZEN FOOD 
LOCKER PLANT 

ALL PROPERTY 
THEREIN YES 

ENFORCEMENT IS 
BY COMMERCIALLY 
REASONABLE SALE 

ENFORCEMENT IS BY 
COMMERCIALLY 

REASONABLE SALE 

ENFORCEMENT IS 
BY COMMERCIALLY 
REASONABLE SALE 
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TYPE OF 
LIEN/CLAIMANT LIEN CLAIMANT ATTACHED 

PROPERTY 
POSSESSION 
REQUIRED FILING REQUIRED DATE LIEN 

ATTACHES 

EXPRESS 
STATUTORY 

PRIORITY 

LIEN ON NEGLECTED 
OR ABANDONED 

ANIMAL 

CAL. PENAL CODE 
§ 597.1 

PEACE OFFICER, 
HUMANE SOCIETY 

OFFICER OR 
OTHER PERSON 

WHO TAKES 
CUSTODY OF A 
NEGLECTED OR 

ABANDONED 
ANIMAL 

NEGLECTED OR 
ABANDONED 

ANIMALS PROVIDED 
WITH CARE 

YES NO NOT SPECIFIED NONE 

TAX LEVY ON 
IRRIGATION 

IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICTS 

CAL. WATER CODE 
§ 23672 

IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS  

ALL LAND IN THE 
IMPROVEMENT 

DISTRICT 
NO 

YES, WITH THE 
OFFICE OF THE 

COUNTY 
RECORDER IN THE 
COUNTY THE LAND 

OF THE 
IMPROVEMENT 

DISTRICT IS 
LOCATED 

FIRST DAY IN MARCH 
OF THE YEAR IN 

WHICH THE 
ASSESSMENT IS 

LEVIED 

NOT SPECIFIED 

 


