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• Property Basics
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• Development of Right to Repair in Auto Industry
• Right to Repair in Agriculture

• Stakeholder Support and Concerns
• Methods of Possible Implementation

• Right to Repair Legislation
• Moving Forward



Property Basics

• What does it mean to own 
property?

• Property owner is generally 
viewed as holding a bundle 
of rights with regard to the 
property.



Property Basics

• How does new technology 
impact property ownership?

• Development of technology 
has created a number of 
legal issues and practical 
problems related to property 
ownership.



Property Basics

• More than one entity can 
have rights to a specific item 
of property.
• Home mortgage
• Equipment lien
• Property subject to intellectual 

property rights



Property Basics

• Intellectual property rights and/or 
contracts can impose limitations 
on the use of property by its 
owner.



Property Basics - Summary
• Farmer owns equipment subject 

to intellectually property rights of 
manufacturer. 
• What does this mean at a 

practical level?
• What limitations exist on the 

farmer’s ownership and use of 
property?

• Right to Repair is fundamentally a 
property rights issue.
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What is Right to Repair?

• Limit restrictions on the repair or maintenance of property
• Allow owner to repair
• Allow owner to choose who will repair

• Provide an affirmative duty upon manufacturer to provide 
materials to enable repair of property by its owner

• Publish repair manuals
• Sell parts, diagnostic software, and tools to enable repair



Where is Right to Repair sought?

• Automobiles
• Computers
• Smartphones
• Consumer electronics
• Farm equipment



Who is Interested in Right to Repair?

• Consumer groups
• Repair organizations and businesses
• Manufacturers / Developers of technology
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Who is 
Interested in 
Right to 
Repair?



Who is Interested in Right to Repair?



Today’s Webinar: 
• Property Basics
• Overview of Right to Repair Issue
• Development of Right to Repair in Auto Industry
• Right to Repair in Agriculture

• Stakeholder Support and Concerns
• Methods of Possible Implementation

• Right to Repair Legislation
• Moving Forward



Right to Repair in Automobile Industry



Right to Repair in Automobile Industry

• Some stakeholders believed that the 2002 Agreement was 
inadequate as it lacked a legal remedy for violations.

• Motor Vehicle Owners’ Right to Repair Act continued to be 
introduced in Congress through 112th Congress (2011-12).

• H.R.2048 (2006) approved 14-13 by House Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection

• No legislation was passed by Congress.



Right to Repair in Automobile Industry

• Nov. 26, 2013 – Massachusetts enacts first RTR statute 
(H.3757)

• All manufacturers doing business in Massachusetts must comply 
with RTR requirements

• Establishes process for filing complaint where manufacturer fails 
to comply

• Violation is an unfair trade practice



Right to Repair in Automobile Industry

• For model year 2002, manufacturers shall make certain 
information and tools available for purchase by owners and 
independent repair facilities:

• “diagnostic and repair information, including repair technical updates” 
• “all diagnostic repair tools”

• For model year 2018, manufacturers “shall provide access to 
their onboard diagnostic and repair information system . . . using 
an off-the-shelf personal computer”



Right to Repair in Automobile Industry

• Jan. 15, 2014 – Agreement 
to impose Massachusetts 
standards throughout U.S.

• Parties agree to oppose 
any new state RTR 
legislation.



Right to Repair in Automobile Industry

• AGA President – “A 
patchwork of 50 differing 
state bills, each with its 
own interpretations and 
compliance parameters, 
doesn’t make sense.  This 
agreement provides the 
uniform clarity our industry 
needs.”



Right to Repair in Automobile Industry

• 2014 MOU administered by National Automotive Service 
Task Force (NASTF).

• MA Initiative 1 – Nov. 3, 2020 – would update Massachusetts 
law to include wireless technology and telematic information 
(onboard vehicle communications systems).
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Right to Repair in Agriculture

• Widespread support for concept of Right to Repair 
throughout major agricultural organizations.

• Differences emerge in exactly what is meant by Right to 
Repair as well as how to implement it.



Right to Repair in Agriculture

• American Farm Bureau Federation
• Jan. 21, 2020 National Convention

• Delegates expressed support for Right to Repair
• Preferred method of implementation is agreement with equipment 

manufacturers.
• Legislation could be supported if agreement isn’t reached.



Right to Repair in Agriculture

• American Farm Bureau Federation
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Right to Repair in Agriculture

• Industry Initiatives
• Association of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM) and Equipment 

Dealers Association (EDA) develop R2R Solutions –
www.R2RSolutions.org

• AEM and EDA developed Statement of Principles in 2018.
• Will provide access to resources to end users, through authorized dealers, 

by Jan. 1, 2021

http://www.r2rsolutions.org/
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Legislation - Federal 
• Farmers Bill of Rights – S.Con.Res. 36 and H.Con.Res. 88 

• Critical Medical Infrastructure Right to Repair Act of 2020 –
H.R.7956

• Introduced Aug. 7, 2020



Legislation - State 
• More than 20 states have had Right to Repair legislation 

introduced in past two years.
• Right to Repair legislation generally has focused on 

consumer electronics.
• Right to Repair legislation generally has not advanced 

through legislative process.



Legislation - State 
• Pennsylvania HB 2326
• Digital Fair Repair Act
• Manufacturer shall make 

certain information and 
software available to owner or 
independent repair provider.

• Motor vehicle exclusion



Legislation - State 
• States with introduced legislation include:

• California (AB1163), Colorado (HB1195), Georgia (HB286), Hawaii 
(SB425), Idaho (HB452; S1300), Illinois (HB2026), Indiana 
(HB1413), Massachusetts (S107; H218), Minnesota (SF64), 
Missouri (HB1079), Montana (LC0512), North Dakota (HB1305), 
New Hampshire (HB462), New Jersey (A589; S1638), New York 
(S710), Oklahoma (HB3724), Oregon (HB2688), Pennsylvania 
(HB2326), South Dakota (HB1102), Vermont (S158), Virginia 
(HB1754), Washington (HB1342), West Virginia (HB2115)



Legislation - State 
• Idaho S1300
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Legislation - State 
• Idaho S1300



Legislation - State 
• Indiana HB1413



Moving Forward 
• Widespread support for concept of Right to Repair

• Devil is in the details.
• What does Right to Repair mean?

• How best to implement?
• Role of non-ag in agricultural discussions?



Moving Forward 
• Possible template with auto industry

• But, did not address end users
• Legislation has been slow moving.
• Will R2R Solutions or other agreement satisfy farmer 

concerns?
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