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The Power of the Web: Free 
Internet Legal Research
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Electronic Legal Research

• Fee Based Resources 
o Premium ‐WestlawNext, Lexis Advance, Bloomberg Law, HeinOnline

o Low Cost – Fastcase, Casemaker

• Alternatives to Fee Based Resources
o Internet

o Apps
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Search Secondary Sources:

• Get an overview of the subject
• Identify additional search terms 

and issues
• Find citations to primary materials

Analyze the facts and frame the issues

Generate list of keywords and concepts

Are you familiar with this area of the law?

Search Primary Sources
(statutes, cases, regulations)

Read and evaluate primary authorities

Do you keep finding the same answer 
over and over?

Update: use citators to make sure your authority 
is still “good law”

YESNO

NO

YES

Basic Legal 
Research 
Strategy

Top Resources

1. FindLaw for Legal Professionals (Thomson Reuters)

2. Google Scholar 

3. Legal Information Institute (Cornell Law School)

4. Public Library of Law (Fastcase)
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FindLaw For Legal 
Professionals

http://lp.findlaw.com/

lp.findlaw.com
1. Search 

1. Cases, contracts, articles

2. Browse Legal Materials
1. Document type, jurisdiction, 

practice area

3. Browse News and Legal Forms
4. Advanced Search
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Google Scholar
https://scholar.google.com/

Google Scholar

Full text searchable access to:

• federal case law 
• scholarly articles 
• patentsAdvanced Search
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Legal Information Institute 
(Cornell Law School)

https://www.law.cornell.edu/
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Wex: Legal 
dictionary & 
encyclopedia 

Public Library of Law
http://www.plol.org/
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Wrap Up

Low Cost Databases
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Citation Analysis Tools

• CiteCheck by Casemaker ‐ $10 to cite check an entire 
document

• Authority Check by Fastcase – subscription based

• How Cited – Google Scholar

Government Websites
• FDsys – documents from all 3 branches of federal government

o US Code

o CFR & FR

o Agency memos, decisions

o Federal court opinions

o Congressional documents

• Congress.gov – US federal legislative information
o Bills

o Legislative history documents, including Committee and Conference reports

o Congressional Record

o Treaty documents

• Agency websites

• State legislature sites
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Compilation Lists

• Free Legal Research Sites – George Mason School of 
Law

• Legal Research on the Web – Duke Law School

• Free Law Online – University of Washington School of 
Law

NAL Ag Law Website

• Agricultural Law Information Partnership – USDA funded 
partnership between National Agricultural Law Center and 
Vermont Law School 
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Questions???

The use of trade, firm, corporation, or web site names in this presentation is for the 
information and convenience of the viewer. Such use does not constitute an official 

endorsement or approval by USDA or by the National Agricultural Library of any product, 
service, or information.


