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                  States’ Animal Cruelty Statutes 
 

               STATE OF VIRGINIA 
 
 
 

 
 
Current through End of 2010 Reg. Sess. 
 
§ 3.2-6503. Care of companion animals by owner; penalty 
 

A. Each owner shall provide for each of his companion animals: 
 

1. Adequate feed; 
2. Adequate water; 
3. Adequate shelter that is properly cleaned; 
4. Adequate space in the primary enclosure for the particular type of animal depending 
upon its age, size, species, and weight; 
5. Adequate exercise; 
6. Adequate care, treatment, and transportation; and 
7. Veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering or disease transmission. 

 
The provisions of this section shall also apply to every pound, animal shelter, or other releasing 
agency, and every foster care provider, dealer, pet shop, exhibitor, kennel, groomer, and 
boarding establishment. This section shall not require that animals used as food for other 
animals be euthanized. 

 
B. Violation of this section is a Class 4 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of 
subdivision A 1, A 2, A 3, or A 7 is a Class 2 misdemeanor and a second or subsequent violation 
of subdivision A 4, A 5, or A 6 is a Class 3 misdemeanor. 

 
§ 3.2-6504. Abandonment of animal; penalty 
 

No person shall abandon or dump any animal. Violation of this section is a Class 3 
misdemeanor. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the release of an animal by 
its owner to a pound, animal shelter, or other releasing agency. 

 
§ 3.2-6505. Disposal of animals by means of decompression chamber and use of gas 
chamber for companion animals prohibited 
 

A. No animal shall be euthanized pursuant to the provisions of this chapter by means of a high 
altitude decompression chamber. 

 
B. No companion animal shall be euthanized pursuant to the provisions of this chapter by 
means of a gas chamber. 

 
§ 3.2-6506. Exceptions regarding veterinarians 
 

Sections 3.2-6503, 3.2-6504, 3.2-6508 through 3.2-6519, 3.2-6557, 3.2-6559, 3.2-6561, 3.2-
6564, 3.2-6565, and 3.2-6574 through 3.2-6580 shall not apply to: (i) a place or establishment 



that is operated under the immediate supervision of a duly licensed veterinarian as a hospital 
or boarding establishment where animals are harbored, boarded and cared for incident to the 
treatment, prevention, or alleviation of disease processes during the routine practice of the 
profession of veterinary medicine; or (ii) animals boarded under the immediate supervision of a 
duly licensed veterinarian. 

 
§ 3.2-6507. Injured or sick animal; action by veterinarian 
 

A. If a licensed veterinarian is called or by his own action comes upon an animal that is sick or 
injured and the owner of such animal cannot be immediately located, then the licensed 
veterinarian, in his professional judgment, may treat, hospitalize or euthanize the animal 
without the permission of the owner. The veterinarian shall make such reports and keep such 
records of such sick or injured animals as may be prescribed by the Board of Veterinary 
Medicine, including the information required under subsection B of § 3.2-6557. 

 
B. In no event shall a licensed veterinarian who has acted in good faith and properly exercised 
professional judgment regarding an animal be subject to liability for his actions in: (i) acting in 
accordance with subsection A; or (ii) reporting cases of suspected cruelty to animals. 

 
 
§ 3.1-796.122. Cruelty to animals; penalty 
 

A. Any person who: (i) overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully 
inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical 
experimentation, or cruelly or unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates, or kills any animal, 
whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) deprives any animal of necessary food, drink, 
shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (iii) sores any equine for any purpose or 
administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show, or 
exhibition of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is within the context 
of a veterinary client-patient relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iv) willfully sets 
on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal; (v) 
carries or causes to be carried by any vehicle, vessel or otherwise any animal in a cruel, brutal, 
or inhumane manner, so as to produce torture or unnecessary suffering; or (vi) causes any of 
the above things, or being the owner of such animal permits such acts to be done by another is 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

 
In addition to the penalties provided in this subsection, the court may, in its discretion, require 
any person convicted of a violation of this subsection to attend an anger management or other 
appropriate treatment program or obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court may 
impose the costs of such a program or counseling upon the person convicted. 

 
B. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with 
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims, 
mutilates or kills any animal whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) sores any equine for 
any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose 
of sale, show, or exhibit of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is 
under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iii) 
maliciously deprives any companion animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency 
veterinary treatment; (iv) instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers any act of cruelty to 
any animal set forth in clauses (i) through (iv); or (v) causes any of the actions described in 
clauses (i) through (iv), or being the owner of such animal permits such acts to be done by 
another; and has been within five years convicted of a violation of this subsection or subsection 
A, is guilty of a Class 6 felony if the current violation or any previous violation of this subsection 
or subsection A resulted in the death of an animal or the euthanasia of an animal based on the 
recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination that such euthanasia was 



necessary due to the condition of the animal, and such condition was a direct result of a 
violation of this subsection or subsection A. 

 
C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the dehorning of cattle conducted in a 
reasonable and customary manner. 

 
D. This section shall not prohibit authorized wildlife management activities or hunting, fishing 
or trapping as regulated under other titles of the Code of Virginia, including Title 29.1, or to 
farming activities as provided under this title or regulations adopted hereunder. 

 
E. It is unlawful for any person to kill a domestic dog or cat for the purpose of obtaining the 
hide, fur or pelt of the dog or cat. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A 
second or subsequent violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony. 

 
F. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with 
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims or 
mutilates any dog or cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or another; and 
(ii) as a direct result causes the death of such dog or cat that is a companion animal, or the 
euthanasia of such animal on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon 
determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, is guilty 
of a Class 6 felony. If a dog or cat is attacked on its owner's property by a dog so as to cause 
injury or death, the owner of the injured dog or cat may use all reasonable and necessary force 
against the dog at the time of the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such owner may be 
presumed to have taken necessary and appropriate action to defend his dog or cat and shall 
therefore be presumed not to have violated this subsection. The provisions of this subsection 
shall not overrule § 3.2-6540 or 3.2-6552. 

 
G. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from 
possession or ownership of companion animals. 

 
§ 3.1-796.124. Dogfighting; penalty 
 

A. No person shall knowingly do any of the following: 
 

1. Promote, engage in, or be employed in the fighting of dogs for amusement, sport or 
gain; 
2. Wager money or anything of value on the result of such fighting; 
3. Receive money or anything of value for the admission of another person to a place 
for dogfighting; 
4. Possess, own, train, transport, or sell any dog with the intent that such dog engage 
in an exhibition of fighting with another dog; or 
5. Permit any act described in subdivisions 1 through 4 of this subsection on any 
premises under his charge or control, or aid or abet any such act. 
 

B. Any animal control officer, as defined in § 3.1-796.66, shall confiscate any dogs that have 
been, are, or are intended to be used in dogfighting and any equipment used in training such 
dogs or used in dogfighting. 
 
C. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from 
possession or ownership of other companion animals. 

 
D. Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony. 

 
E. In addition to any other fines and costs, any person who is convicted of a violation of this 
section shall pay all reasonable costs incurred in housing or euthanizing any confiscated dogs. 

 



 
 
§ 3.1-796.125. Fighting cocks or other animals; attendance at fighting; penalty 
 

A. Any person engaging in the fighting of cocks or other animals, except dogs, for money, prize 
or anything of value, or betting or wagering money or anything of value on the result of such 
fight, shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
 
B. Attendance at the fighting of cocks or other animals, except dogs, where an admission fee is 
charged, directly or indirectly, shall constitute a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
 
C. Attendance at an exhibition of the fighting of dogs shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

 
§ 3.1-796.126. Shooting pigeons, etc., for amusement, and renting premises for such 
purposes; penalty 
 

Live pigeons or other birds or fowl shall not be kept or used for the purpose of a target, or to 
be shot at either for amusement or as a test of skill in marksmanship. It shall be a Class 4 
misdemeanor to shoot at a bird kept or used as aforesaid, or to be a party to such shooting. 
Any person who lets any building, room, field or premises, or knowingly permits the use thereof 
for the purpose of such shooting shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. 
 
Nothing contained herein shall apply to the shooting of wild game. 

 
 
 


